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Scientists study neutralization of gas 

Residents flee Bhopal 

IlMOPAI I A D1 tr : ^ .. *"■ 




BHOPAL t AP) — Fearing new leak of the 
poison gas that killed more than 2,000 
people, residents lined up at bus and train 
stations and fled the city in record num- 
bers Wednesday, despite broadcast assu- 
rances that there was no danger, officials 
said. 

Meanwhile at Hamidia. the city's main 
hospital, a spokesman said he had 
received a letter of regret from a city 
council member whose alleged assault on 
a senior doctor prompted almost 900 jun- 
ior doctors and interns to walk out Tues- 
day. 

The striking doctors will be ordered to 
[fi u J n Immediately, said the spokesman. 
He said the hospital was treating all em- 
ergency patients. 

The number or people leaving Bhopal in- 
creased to four times' normal following re- 
ports that authorities planned to neutra- 

u Z |jiten M rlSU* 0Cy “ t * Bas remaining 
u Union Carbide pesticide plant and ru- 
mours that area near the plant would be 
evacuated, rail and bus officials said. 

Officials said they had no estimate of 
how many people had lied the city since 

inoPftnn ak > De . cembcr a,,d many of the 
r 000,000 slumdwcllcrs near the pes- 
ticide plant had not fled. 

Many people panicked after nearly 200 
government buses, rumoured to be for an 
emergency evacuation, arrived in the cen- 
tral Indian city of 900,000 people. There 
was no explanation for the presence of the 
buses. 

Long lines waited Wednesday at the 
railroad station and the main bus termi- 
nal. All buses and trains leaving the citv 
carried record numbers of passengers, 
railway authorities said. 

City officials announced that schools 
would be closed through 23 December. 
They gave no reason for the closure. 

Police used loudspeakers to reassure re- 
sidents of the worst- affected areas of the 
c j ly. Arjun Singh. Chief Minister of Mad- 
hya Pradesh state, went on state televi- 
sion and radio Tuesday night in an effort 
to calm Bhopal residents. 

Singh said that Indian scientists and a 
five- member Union Carbide technical 
team were studying a zero- risk method of 


neutralizing the gas. The scientists re- 
portedly decided to neutralize the gas with 
chemicals. 

More than 40 metric tonnes of Methyle 
Isocyanate escaped from an underground 
tank or the Union Carbide pesticide plant 
on 3 December, killing at least 2,000 
people and injuring as many as 200,000 
people who inhaled it. According to offi- 
cials. more than I 5 metric tonnes of the 
deadly gas remains stored in the factory. 

r .. San F I®" ci . s . co Lawer Melvin Belli, who 
nied a 515 billion lawsuit against Union 
Carbide on behair of victims, arrived in 
Bhopal to talk to government officials and 
victims of the disaster. 

Meanwhile, more than 50 victims of 
Hie poisonous gas disaster, demonstrated 
the US embassy in New Delhi 
Wednesday. Most of the demonstrators, 
who arrived in the Indian capital Tuesday 
were children still suffering from chest 
pain and eye irritation. 

In a i memorandum submitted to US Am- 
bassador Harry G. Barnes Jr., the protes- 
ters highlighted their plight and demanded 
adequate compensation. 

Arafat to meet 
King Hassan 

YM ? er Arafat, Chairman 
of the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion, arrived here Tuesday night from 
Tunis for a visit during which he will 
Morocco's King Hassan II, the 
orrtcial Moroccan news agency MAP 
announced. 

He said the meeting would enable 
blm to Inform Hassan of the results of 
the Palestine National Council meeting 
In Amman and generally study the Mid- 
dle East situation. I 

Arafat was accompanied by Joucd A1 • . 
Ghasslne, a member of the PLO exccu- ' 
live committee and Chairman of the 
board of the Palestine National Fund, 1 

and by Fahd AJ Kaouasml. another * 
member of the executive committee. 
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FTJTUY, ETHIOPIA (AP) - SEARCHING FOR FOOD: A group of boys .cnuiW 
ate last remains from a bowl, in drought stricken Futuy, EtMopla. Thl/Xm 
taken recently - arrived In London by air- freight Tuesday! Futuy, Is InElhfori!'! 
Eritrea province, a strong-hold for the anti- government rebels — ? AP rtrephS 


Fighting erupts 
in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami emerged from n Tour- hour cabinet 
Shfln n R , at ui he Presidential palace in sub- 

t"r c ““nfe ple “ ted wilh lhc mili - 

this W ^ieilfn 8 !" at he ‘'nid.^dinT thm 

ling^M end 01 ' 81 ' 0 " 5 3 " reas ° ,,s for ri81 - 

naSli. which incudes the 

resX Lebanon wa F lords in on effort to 
resoive Lebanon s nine-year civil war 

the° TimiHL^hln bar8aini,,g P° s ‘‘ion for 
ESI* Hraeii* Lebanon troop withdrawal 

Uidted^Khfi, sc . heduled lo resume under 
United Nations auspices on Thurxduv 

Israel^bordp ad, ° Cke ^ ° Ver who P ro ‘eoLs 

xw&e, 'fifir- ror “ 


In Wednesday’s fightiim U.hjim.c., 
army soldiers in the mountain garrison of 


Souk EI-Gliarab battled Druze milltiamc 
on nearby ridges. 


Decision on 
loan pending 

AMMAN (Star) — A Jordanian gofers- 
ment decision is still pending on (hi 
proposed French new soft loan of H 
600 million to finance on-golng tele- 
communications projects. A mallei 
portion of the loan Is slotted for the 
development of new telecommunication 
projects. Since 1981, the French ku 
been Involved In developing a telephone 
network and installing new exchange 
in Amman and (he northern part of the 
Kingdom. 

Negotiations are also still underway 
between the Aqaba Railroad Corpora- 
tion and the French firm of Faovet- 
Glrel on the provision of 90 wagon* to 
carry phosphates for the railroad. The 
price of a single wagon is FF 800,006- 


Kuwaiti newspapers accuse Iran of 

KUWAIT f API _ 


KUWAIT (AP) — Newspaper editorials 
here on Wednesday openly accused the 
Iranian regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini of collusion in the hijack of a 
Kuwaiti Jetliner to Tehran, wfiere two US 
passengers werd murdered by unidentified 
air pirates. 

The hijcak tragedy 1 ended Sunday, and 
the last group of released hostages — in- 
cluding two-Americans — was flown from 
Tehran to Kuwait, Juesday. , 

The Kuwaiti government has sent an ex- 
pression of thanks -and- gratitude to the 
Tehran government for its -role in ending 
the seven- day hijack drama. „ i 7 

But the independent newspaper AI-- 
Anbaa protested, insisting that “we are 
n ° t . a government paper to have to echo ah 
official line of the Jtija'ck tragedy." 

Only the fools can be stung by the fra- 
?i a .t SCO r, pl ,°, n twice ' said lhe paper edflo- 
?«H Iy *v. aIIl S- n8 . to the Iraqi- Iranian war 
and the h (jack. “We uo longer can 
swallow Arab and Iranian lies. Iran con- 
tends to be a Mtislem neighbour, a sister 
? ^ lena ‘y nation. The/, Uefare 
Sared° PUlb e 8 ” y more '” the P&per de 

Al-Anbaa^ assailed unidentified Arab 
groups in Kuwait and elsewhere in the 
f° r speaking Arable with their 
longue and Persian with their heart. 

jr?*™ B0t to os toblish and ascertain 
of Pan-Arabism and to 

Kuwait and distinguish between national- 
ists and traitors," added tbc paper. 

The right-wing newspaper Al-Seyassa 
said that suspicions have been confirmed 
all wer the world. . . that Iran was either . 
motivating the hijack crime or blessing it. 

These suspicions have been snowball- 
ing, until they reached the level of cer- 
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Tess at Kuwait airport on his rcK SSSlS!^ Wlth hls 


[ainty, it said. Naturally, Iran won't he 
happy about it all — - to see its Imncre on 
tarnished. Iran in tho eye of the world 
opinion has become a power that under? 

?JZrLs CltlZan ‘ 0t P««loving 

and pUnis hme ftt 1 ’ he re in Kir^jt! * * lfW : 
It deplored Iran for keeping a* a 1 secret i; 




the identity of the hijackers. 

toe identity 5f Ihe^iS* 0 " ^ hale ver of 
did the Iranian? sav anvthi'. 11 s ? ld ’ Nor 
political leanings 8 of . about the 

have , vei 01 the pirates. “w e 

these hijackers dW ^ hSt WiI1 ht »PPen to 

thejEaff'of iZTfLm saiil 

PWd deep 

Meanwhile, Crown J ^ 


’•! !• i'v: ■; /'I’.i- •! : 

V. : - ■. -i | • " '' ,«|- i ‘i '• ■!, 


collusion 

Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullab 
Al- Sabah also gave an audience to stun* 
unidentified number of the released nos- 
lages. 

Sheikh Saad had been at the airport to® 
previous night to receive the last batch oi 
the released hostages leaving Tehran. ■ 

In an another development Iranian au- 
thorities reportedly foiled a plot I* sl 
lurday to hijack an Iranian airliner anoa*- 
rested all the plotters, IRNA, the on 1 ^ 
Iranian News Agency reported Weon {5 ’ 
day. 

The agency, monitored In Nicosia. 
the would be hijackers belonged to Irawj* 
dissident groups and planned to seize 
airliner during a domestic fils' 11 |r0B1 
Mashah. 

Officials at Mashah airport in ■ 
province, recognised them arid srre 
them all, the agency said. 

It added that the would be hywjjj? 
admitted during preliminary 
that they had planned to take the p 
first to Kuwait and then to Iraq. 

It said the trial of those arrested ^ 
begin soon. The Iranians reported in 
ing three similar attempts by IrB "if n , hre e 
sidents to hijack planes in the past 
months. 

The foiled hijack last Saturday Jjjjj 
the penultimate day of the sw-w 
at Tehran airport where ^^Jali 
speaking hijackers were holding a 
airliner. ^ 

The four who killed two of JJ-fiSed 
can passengers earlier were overp« e(J 
by tliree Iranian security 'v l Hn d janlv 
the plane disguised as a do ? or fiL/nitil 
tors on Sunday, releasing the reea 
seven hostages abroad. 


sU pp\em ent ' nS ' de 1 1 'eek ly m—mmmm 
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Amman 20 — 26 December 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein escorts Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah 0 r Brunei on a review 
of the honour guards at Amman's Airport on Wednesday. 

Sultan of Brunei begins visit 

AMMAN (Star) His Majesty King dan is privileged that “our country 
Hussein said on Wednesday that Jor- has been one of the three Arab si a i P « 


Official denies 
Murphy meeting 
PLO man 

AMhlAN (AP) — A LIS embassy offi- 
cial here denied on Wednesday a Ku- 
waiti newspaper report that US Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Richard Mur- 
pny met with a Palestinian personality 
aurlng his recent visit to Amman. 

The official, who spoke on condition 
“e nol be named, said the only people 
were Hls Majesty King 
Hnsscln five other Jordanian govern- 
■njUrriclals and six US embassy dl- 

,J M " r P h y w® 8 1® Amman Sunday and 
E a y. ,n toe course of hls current 
a ,0ur , * ,al to ok him also to 
in J Israel, libation, Syria 
d “JW 1 t0 discuss an Israeli wlth- 
ops Jiki i n. ro m -® 0 ® ^ I* Lebanon, and the 
aiHemcnt ° f Bn ovcral1 Arab- Israeli 

newspaper Al-Qabas 
TitecH dtopalch from Amman on 
& that Murphy had bet with a 


dan is privileged that “our country 
has been one of the three Arab states 
chosen" by Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah 
of Brunei to visit on his first tour of 
the Arab region. 

The King was addressing his royal 
guests the Sultan and Her Highness Hajja 
Mariam and a group of invitees at a din- 
ner banquet he held to honour Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah who started an official 
visit to Jordan on Wednesday. 

“The Palestine question as well as the 
destiny of the Palestinians has always 
been our foremost concern," the King 
said. He commended the SulLan for 
Brunei's efforts as a Muslim country to 
search for peace in Lhe region. 

Earlier on Wednesday Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor received 
the Roval visitors upon their arrival on a 
three- day visit to Jordan at Amman Air- 


Today lhe Sultan will visit Lhe Army 
licadquurters and the Hussein Medical 
city, while Queen Noor will accompany 
HUH Hujja Mariam to a visit to Aqaba. It 
is anticipated that Jordan and Brunei will 
issue a communique declaring the esta- 
blishment of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries and to conclude bilateral 
agreements. The Sultan will leave on Fri- 
day. 


Peres’coalition government 
heading towards collapse 

* v?,r 



ment. 

. Foreign minister Yitzhak Sliumir's 
right -wing Likud bloc accused Peres and 

his Labour party of violating a coalition A 

agreement Lhai forced the walkout of a 
small religious faction allied to the Likud. 

A meeting of Likud purlianicnl mum- 
bers ended with a loughlv worded resolu- 
lion charging that Labours failure to keen 
its promises to the religious parly places 
heavy responsibility on it Tor the breakup 
of the national unity government. |Pg§ ■ . 

Keeping agreements, trust worthiness V?-. 

and preserving the buluncc on which the 

national unity government was formed are Wm 

essential conditions for its continued exis- -■ ipl| 

Lence, the staicmcnL said. ^ 

Labour parly leaders met members of ,.<^£ 

the Likud- allied Sephardi Torah Guar- All 

dians lo seek a compromise that would ■**-11 SCI lUl 

persuade the party to rejoin the coalition. r \ C + o o + ! 

Rabbi Yitzhak Perelz of the Torah Guar- tlllaS p3.T Ly ! 

S" s ,:* ch represents orthodox Jews or . CHRISTIANS IN Jordan and around 

coalilion^T^esday 'after he ^failed' ^ S^c’Sff £2 the"// o^atw 

or C ,„ P cT/^io" S nl c r o° U nS rnme,U r ' ,nd,n8 Fhrisima^shoMng ^ , d V/l'ltime* job 

Likud controls 41 seals of the 93 mem- for thousands of children and families 

bers who belong to the coalition. Likud's in Jordan (see Christmas supplement), 

departure, along with other right-wing People look at this occasion as a lime 
parties, would leave Peres short of a ma- for love, forgiveness and happy reu- 
jority. even if he enticed left-wing mem- nions. 

bers now in the opposition to change On this occasion The Star wishes its 
sides. readers a merry Christmas and a happy 

Meanwhile Israel has asked Lhe United 1985. (Photo by Nasser Namrouti) 

States for $4.05 billion in military and ci- 
vilian economic aid next year and an addi- r* — 

lional 5800 million for this year, a fin- m 0 j 

ancc ministry spokesman said Wednes- 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
presented the aid request to US Anibassa- 
dor Samuel Lewis on Wednesday, said de- 
put y Spokesman Eli Yaakov. 

The requested 5800 million in civilian 
aid would be in addition to the $1 .2 bill- 
ion of civilian and S 1 . 4* billion of military 
aid already approved for this year, Yaakov 
said. 


tK&ide 
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P»| 0 p« 1 '"uipuy naa net min a 
deip5l fli J ao P erson «»*y whom the paper 
fi“, rib i d . a f, cl °se to Mr Yasser Ara- 
tton Pa est ne Ltoeratlon Organize- 


Today’s Naqoura 
talks may be 
w the last 

kSm V Tii! A ^i T Top Israe11 officials 
Na Thursda y s r °und of United 
dike ^' spons °red troop withdrawal 
be tin* i«T e ? IsraeI and Lebanon may 
nesdgy St> ,srael ra^to reported Wed- 

IdenHfi*^ 0 "fiftouted Its report to un- 
p ifl d 8 0 >ernment sources. 

heHnn« S l nce , the tolks started at UN 

don,? oJ r s C S ln N . aqoUra * Sooto UbB ' 
dais November, top Israeli offi- 
Mlh Jll? .^Pressed disappointment 
Iricr.".!.** ^ l, »™ called Lebanese 
comDrnM?* 1 ! 011 . and unwillingness to 
curltv ?! Se in * srae *’ s demands for se- 
borde^- arran 8ements for its northern 

■jfo tn Ministry officials quoted 

che i2 r » r ector General David Klm- 
Du ,, S ttrek as saying Israel might 
eral 0 the ta lks and make unllat- 
no Urity arr angemeiits If there was 
progress within two weeks. 


Jordan ISO fils 


Prince says policies where 
people matter is a priority 


THE HAGUE (Star) — Hls Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan who Is 
In Hngne to co- chair the third plenary 
session of the Independent Commission 
on International Humanitarian Issue 
(IC1HI) said In an Interview with The 
Star that “ the countries are consid- 
ering more and more strategies (milit- 
ary) and resonrees (economic) but less 
and less policies where people matter. 
There Is no law of peace, there Is no 
code of conduct In the times of peace 
and there is no moral Imperative" he 
added. 

The commission which has been set 
up on the basis of a proposal presented 
by Prince Hassan in the UN — a New 
International Humanitarian Order — 
Is disc Basing the ways and means to en- 
hance public awareness of humanita- 
rian issaes and promoting an Inter- 
national climate foavourlng progress In 
the humanitarian field. Since the New 
York meeting of the commission he 
said. It Is not only focusing “on Man 
against Man but also on Man against 
Nature." 

One of the Important roles of the 
commission Is to ensure that “new 
Bangladeshes and new Ethiopias are 
pre-empted and lo try wherever poss- 
ible to present to the need in terms of 

Saudi Arabia A Qatar 3 rlyafs : 1 


monitoring situations not only when 
they are going from bad to worse but 
when crisis are looming ahead, " he ex- 
plained. 

“Few people know that 80 million 
street children exist ln major cities who 
are being used for organized crimes 
and effectively, represent a very signi- 
ficant component, and what are the 
goveranwnts doing about them," he 
asked. The commission, the Prince 
said. Is concentrating on the "rights 
of the child" and It has Identified 
many form of abases. 

Full text of the Interview on page 5 
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THE FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND 
extends its gratitude and appreciation to MRS. PAT 
PENGILLEY AND LHE, AMMAN PLAYERS for 
their recently smash hit Pantomime “Jack and 
Beanstalk,” staged and performed for the benefit of 
the Blind; a Ifunianitarian and artistic endeavour 
much appreciated bv all concerned. 


Knwait A Bahrain 250 fils 


Syria A Lebanon 3 pounds 
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Smoking among school boys spreading 

. not* aHa iU !.L t * ^ 


* ^«W W w^„fcm e o d ker a ‘be a ] T\ S ducation "sc 

Star Staff Writer comefi addlctedjs the JJJ® school health doctors give lec- 

vfar old Khalil portent obstacle against anti teres, distribute pamphlets and 

2J l KS§Ji 1 toita hospital suf- ™9 ki "8 education. Dr Halabl moWn'i" 1 ' ab °“‘ ‘ he da " 8erS ° f 
, M ) 8 . r ron i severe cough and £ a ^i u ^ e said l *j at an intensive 8 

faring , Bronchoscopy and health education campaign 

^ertoptesis ® on of the py chest should be launched to convince Dr Halabi Sfl i d teat smoking 
*: r8 L?!e Presence of a big car- parents as well as their children amon 8 adu i ts is estimated to be 
Sh °^fl mass In the lungs result- 10 Quit smoking. Another between 60 to 70 per cent in 
• e J rSfm claarette smoking. Few measure is to raise the price of men l . n Jordan and about 20 per 
iSnths later Ihe patient died. cigarettes which may serve as cent m women. He said he at- 
oontns taw v an effective economic imp- tended the African and Middle 

Khalil like many of his ediment. He said specialized ^ st Inter -country Seminar on 
friends started smoking at the clinics to help smokers stop Smoking and Health, which was 
«e of eleven, imitating his par- should be established, where the held ° n 1 7 November. The semi- 
ents who were heavy smokers, smokers are given sedatives as a nflr discussed topics related to 
At that time also, he and a peer substitution for cigarettes and by smoking, including cancer, 
ormio started this habit each decreasing the doze gradually the cardlo- vascular diseases, soclo- 
Sember of the group encourag- smoker quits. cultural aspects of tobacco, 

E! iSfl other youth consumption of tobacco 

ln * ,n Dr Halabi said that there are and the relationship between 

Dr Mohammad Ali El Halabi, also social and phychological fac- smoking and alcohol, 
director or School Health Section tors behind smoking. “Case stu- 

in the Ministry of Health said dies by social workers in this Four ma J°r resolutions have 
that the percentage of school aspect may be a great help In been adopted in the seminar 
boys smoking ranges between 10 identifying the reasons and ac- dealing primarily with the orga- 
lo 20 per cent. He said that the cordingly take the appropriate nlzation and co-ordination of 
danger in that is that smoking measures," he said. national smoking control pro- 

..jii crammes. these are: 


beginning at an early age wili 
mostly continue thereafter. 

On the causes of the wide 
spreading phenomenon of smok- 
ing among school children, Dr 
Halabi said that imitation is a 
common cause, where the child 
copies his parents', relatives' 
and friends' actions. "The child 
likes to prove his personality and 
by smoking he thinks he can ex- 
press masculinity," he said. "So- 
metimes smoking may express 
Inferiority complex in the child's 
personality. Also, peers usually 
influence non-smokers to 
Moke." 

Normally the feeling of rest 
and sedation after smoking a ci- 


The World Health Organiza- 
tion ( WHO) reported that smok- 
ing worldwide is the cause of 
more than one million early 
deaths annually. "This means 
that intensive health and aware- 
ness campaigns against smoking 
are one of the most Important 
priorities in primary health care 
all over the world," Dr Halabi 
said. These campaigns should in- 
clude convincing smokers to quit 
and non-smokers not to begin. 

The School Health Section is 
aware of anti- smoking health 
education. In schools it is im- 
plemented through health educa- 
tion activities carried by the 


We Invite you to visit our Taverno 
which has a real Greek colour 

offering Greek specialities and selected 
French dishes In a friendly atmosphere 

at a very reasonable price 

you will spend a wonderful and 
unforgotable time. 

For Res. call 41585 
Located Second Circle 


smoking, including cancer, 
cardlo- vascular diseases, socio- 
cultural aspects of tobacco, 
youth consumption of tobacco 
and the relationship between 
smoking and alcohol. 

Four major resolutions have 
been adopted in the seminar 
dealing primarily with the orga- 
nization and co-ordination of 
national smoking control pro- 
grammes, these are: 

1 - Each country should ensure a 
strong smoking control planning 
and co- ordinating group. 

2- Regional Centres should be 
established in Africa and the 
Middle East under the auspices 
of the WHO and UICC to assist 
and support the above mentioned 
national planning and co- 
ordinating groups. 

3- National workshops should be 
arranged by WHO/ UICC with 
appropriate materials and re- 
sources to aid national planning 
and co-ordinating groups. 

4- Regional laboratories should 
be established to carry out to- 
bacco smoke analysis. 


Dorrt 

Throw Away 

Your Expensive 
Clothes. . . . ! 

Bring them to us in 
Excellent conditions 
and we will sell them 
for you. 

Also up-to-date fa- 
shions are available at 
incredible prices call 
668501 


^aKty counts with 
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In Jordan 


i amma ^ , The most efficient 

fan convectqrMk6 

? for use with 
hot Water heating. systerns 

;high output 
Whisper quiet 
variable fan speeds 
thermostatically controlled 
simple to install-easy to maintain 

mazzawi trading company 

Near Cinema Opera 
Tel. 667731 Abdali 
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Buy a Home Computer 

A Christmas Present, the 
Whole Family can Enjoy 

Now available at Special Prices at 

Jordan Computer 
Centre 

Visit our Showroom where you find a wide range of 
Home Computers, Games, Educational Programmes, 
Books and others for all ages. 

Prices start from JD 147. 

(Atari, Radio - Shack. T. A. TI.) 


Opposite Gardens — Tla* al-Ali 
Call telephone 44594 — 228 67 
Amman 
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H. R, H. PRINCE RA'AV BIN ZEID 

AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
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Rehabilitation oi the Physically Handicapped 



INVITES YOU TO A 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

Christmas Decorations, Gifts, 

Baked Items & Handicrafts 

at tUc 
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Architecture seminar calls for using 
Islamic styles in city planning 


By Maha Zabaneh 

Siar Sniff Writer 

AMMAN — The seminar on Isla- 
mic architecture which started 
on Saturday defined the Islamic 
architecture as that which con- 
forms with the Islamic society 
and does not oppose the Islamic 
principles and laws. 

Engineer Ra‘ ef Najim. Minis- 
ter of Public Works, submitted a 
paper on the Islamic architectu- 
ral culture and heritage and Us 
connection lo the present. “We 
should find a line with which the 
past, present and future could 
conform." he said. He said that 
it was within this framework 
(hat the initiative of Mr Ahmad 
Obcidet. the Prime Minister, 
came to exist. The prime minis- 
ter issued an order that ar- 
chitects should bound to the 
principles und lnws of the con- 
temporary Islamic building for 
the designing of government and 
public buildings. 

This was followed by the for- 
mation of (he Modern Building 
and Architectural Heritage Com- 
mittee headed by the Minister of 
Public Works in July. 1 984. 

The functions of the commit- 
tee is to put forward a special ar- 
chitectural policy for the design- 
ing of modern buildings so that 
(hey conform with (he environ- 
ment and be related to the Isla- 
mic heritage as well as to create 
architectural awareness among 
the public of the deep-rooted 
heritage. 

The minister said that most ar- 
chitects at present are imitating 
western styles of design and 
transfering such styles into Isla- 
mic cities. “These buildings 
have been constructed in differ- 
ent environments and do not be- 
long with our culture, he said. 
Foreign architecture has a phi- 
losophy strange to our principles 
and thoughts." 

Another paper was submitted 
to the seminar by the Amman 
Municipality on Amman city and 
the planning of the Islamic city. 
The study reviewed the develop- 
ment stages of the Islamic city 
and elements which contributed 
lo the changes in its features. 
The municipality called for spe- 
cifying locations of archaeologi- 


cal sites of Amman and issuing 
laws for the preservation of such 
places. 

The study which was prepared 
by Engineer Said Ai Najar and 
Shadia Barakat said that the 
technology and the modern 
building techniques has forced 
the change in the city structure 
and made the construction of 
Islamic cities impossible. The 
nature of the technological deve- 
lopment requires cancelling the 
old and adopting the new. The 
study also pointed that the rise in 
the population and the economic 
and social change has contri- 
buted to the change in the city 
features. 

Other factors behind the 
change in the city's feature were 
the rapid and random develop- 
ment of many cities besides the 


cipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment, he said that the 
shortage of engineers specialized 
in city planning, was among (he 
reasons behind the inability to 
specify the features of modern 
cities. 

The seminar came within the 
week-long architectural activi- 
ties was organized by the En- 
gineers Association. The activi- 
ties included the holding of the 
Jordanian architectural exhibi- 
tion at the Professionals Com- 
plex where works by Jordanian 
engineers and architects includ- 
ing engineering offices and indi- 
viduals were on display. Yar- 
mouk University and the Jordan 
University also took part in (he 
exhibition, which opened last 
Thursday. 

During the seminar a working 
paper presented by architect 


formation of a big number of ETC' •ft”'" 1 

hMiiriiift. J ? I ar Tu <l a n entitled -An in- 


buildings around cities which 
lead to the loss of cohesion in 
(he Islamic city system, that is 
the mosque, the market and the 
crowded together buildings. 

In a study presented by En- 
gineer A wad AI Tai. underse- 
cretary of the Ministry of Muni- 


sight to modern architecture in 
the Muslim and Arab worlds." 
in addition to another working 
paper presented by architect Ra- 
sim Badran entitled Contem- 
porary- architecture in the Isla- 
mic world. AI-Dawla mosque in 
Baghdad". 


Majali meets foreign 
students 

AMMAN (Star) — Registration at the University of Jordan, 
housing problems and the students' club were the main Issues 
discussed at the president of the university’s meeting with the 
Arab and other foreign students on Saturday. 

Among the University's 11,000 students there are about 
600 from foreign countries. The President Dr. Abdel Salam 
Ma| all as well as the Dean of Student Affairs, Dr Hani A.R. 
Saleh discussed with the students the activities of their club, 
the purpose of which Is to support the understanding and co- 
operation between Jordanian and foreign students, The Club 
organizes shows of national dress, food and craft objects and 
also takes part In the University's annual festival (Mahra- 
jan). By the end of this month, the Sudanese students will 
organize an exhibition under the patronage of the president. 

The 43 foreign members of staff of the University were seen 
by the president on Monday. He informed them on the philos- 
ophy and the development plans of the university and he also 
stressed the university's Interest In appointing more foreign 
staff and having more foreign students, especially for the 
summer programme, which was a great success this year under 
the newly established Deanshlp of Summer and Special Stu- 
dies. 

On Sunday, In a 4 -hour meeting with members of the 
Students Associations the president discussed questions about 
curricula, university facilities, tuition, and answered ques- 
tions from the students. 
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Mrs Jardaneh 


Women’ s club offers 
friendly advice 


By Kathy Kaklsh 

Star Staff Writer 


AMMAN — As the number of 
working women in Jordan in- 
creases, so does the need for 
both women and men alike to 
understand the socio-economic 
impact of working women as well 
as their rights at home and at 
work. 

The Business and Professional 
Women's Club has recently 
formed a consultative office for 
Women for the purpose. Work- 
ing as a voluntary organization, 
this office provides legal, 
professional and domestic help 
to all women in Jordan — free of 
charge. The office has proven it- 
self to be quite needed ever since 
it opened Us doors for consulta- 
tion some five months ago in 
Jebel Luweibdeh. About 90 
women have approached the of- 
fice for help to seek job while 
over 50 have sought advice 
concerning family issues such as 
divorce, children’s custody and 
inheritance as well as requiring 
for information concerning their 
work rights. Less than 30 have 
sought help for sorting out 
domestic problems. 

Mrs Butheineh Jardaneh, Ihe 
consultative office director, toid 
The Star in an interview that the 
office aims at giving women in 
Jordan the opportunity to reach 
out for any help they might 
need. “This may range from a 
simple discussion to air out pent- 
up feelings, to the need for legal 
representation in courts or medi- 
cal help — and everything is kept 
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Jardaneh 


Besides providing consulta- 
tive work, the office works on 
the means and ways to improve 
women's rights as well as at- 
tempting preventive measures 
based on the everyday problems 
women face. 

This is carried out through the 
work of the club's board mem- 
bers and voluntary workers who 
come from all walks of life rang- 
ing from Jordan's labour office 
employees, lawyers, medical 
physicians, psychiatrists and so- 
cial workers. 

Mrs Jardaneh has much exper- 
ience to draw upon where the 
issue of women is concerned. 
Starting off as an Arabic- 
language teacher at the Ministry 
of Education, she became one of 
those behind the transformation 
of the Princess Alia Secondary 
School into the Princess Alia 
Teachers' Institute in Shmei- 
sani, the first to include a nurs- 
ery centre for working mothers. 
She then moved on lo become 
the director of the Women's De- 
partment at the Ministry of So- 
cial Development, the national 
body which lakes upon itself Che 
responsibility of improving and 
enhancing the socio-economic 
situation of women. Mrs. Jar- 
daneh said that her choice to be- 
come director of the Consulta- 
tive Office after having retired 
from the ministry early this year 
is a continuation of her work. 

The Business and Professional 
Women's Club was established 
in 1976. This voluntary organi- 
zation, of which Her Majesty 
Queen Noor is the honorary pre- 
sident, is a member club of Ihe 
International Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women 
which includes more than 
250.000 women from over 65 
countries. 

Among other things, the club 
aims at supporting the interests 
of working women, raising in* 
standard of services of various 
professions, seeking equal J 0 D 
opportunities for women and 10 
raise their standards at the poli- 
tical, civil and economic levels. 

These are carried out through 
the club's several activities, 
mainly through the consultaiiv 
office. Other activities involve 
the holding of lectures, program- 
mes and educational courses fo 
women. The office now offers 
Arabic language course for tor 
ign women as well as EngH 
language courses for Aram. 
Among the most recent or it* * 
tivities was the holding of a ie 
lure entitled ''The phenomenon 
of Divorce in Jordan • 
took place on Monday 3 Decern 
ber. 


The club has also orgam^- 
and sponsored several senun 
dealing with the status of worn 
in the social security law: wors 
ing women and their r, 8hjs 
the new labour low; Jordan! 
women and their political rig . 
and their participation in tne 
our market. 
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prince Hassan continues to lead humanitarians 


By Carrie Nelle Thompson 

Star Geneva Correspondent 

THE HAGUE: On 5 July, 
1983 , twenty- four of Ihe 
world's leading figures in l he 
humanitarian field esta- 
blished an Independent Com- 
mission on International Hu- 
manitarian Issues ( I Cl HI) 
(See-Star'*. 2! July 1983). 
The purpose of ihe commis- 
sion was to "bring lo huinu- 
jiitjtrian problems and their 
solutions the" sarrfe" top-level 
expertise, scrutiny and deci- 
sion that has been applied in 
international economics and 
other fields. 

The two primary founders of 
the IC1HI are His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
iiis Royal Highness Prince Sa- 
druddln Agha Khan, who serve 
as co-chairs. 

Presently the commission 
consists of 25 eminent persons 
who represent ail areas of the 
world and a large variety of ex- 
perience and expertise. On 
November 15 — 17,. it held its 
third plenary session, having 
held its first in New York in 
November, 198 3, and its second 
in Tunisia in May of this year. 
The Commission meets two-lo- 
lhree times per year and antici- 
pbtes completing its mandate by 
(he end of 1986. 

The objectives of the Commis- 
sion include enhancing public 
awareness of humanitarian iss- 
ues and promoting an inter- 
national climate favouring pro- 
gress in the humaniluriun field. 
The minimum goal is lo “raise 
humanitarian concerns ut least 
lothe level presently given eco- 
nomic issues.” 

The commission co-operates 
closely with existing UN and 
NGO bodies in u complementary 
role, careful to avoid duplica- 
Hon. Funds come from a variety 
or sources, both governmental 
ana non- govern mental, but cure 
is taken that no single source do- 
fflinatcs, so (hat the indepen- 
dence of (he commission is fully 
safeguarded. 

The origin or the commission 
a proposal made to the Un- 
jteo Nations General Assembly 
WPnnee Hassan lo promote a 
^ International H umanila- 
nan Order*' which has twice 
wen endorsed by the General 
jusombly. However its csta- 
nusnment was a private initiative 
“Md on the collective concern 
01 a group of individuals. 

mi»° rki !! 8 ■ rou P® of the Com- 
missmn have been formed lo dis- 
ws issues in depth, with parti- 
JI™ 1 °* commission members 
**■« t0 their interest and 
jJEl! 110 ' T hc groups develop 

recommendations which are slu- 
lriHi in P |ena cy sessions. The 
8 ®cretarial makes avail- 
lo the working groups the 
reaw^ ro ? llnent internationally 
Aperts in their fields 
«rbu™ « the dIs cussions of the 
&■ ^^18 at the Hague 
confiirt ns .v 0ncentraled on armed 
Plus !uo , he ri * hls of the child, 
sis re ii e f with empha- 

r °««itiS SertmCati0n aDd dC ' 

Atthe third plenary session in 
MaceES*.’ His Royal Highness 
oxcImSiS*?®? 51 8 ? v ® thc following 
and !° lerv,ew to the 'Star' 

na lhe Ad Dustour.' 

ij* 8 the Commission.ac- 
® L 8hed . since »*■ inception. 

u differ from other 
wffi tailan organizations, 
result to • htici P ate ' ii» fJnal 

dan nr.? CU8 '. Q8 dn the humaaita- 
. norms in armed conflict has 
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Crown Prince Hassan - - 

led to a very substantive study 
which is going to be presented to 
the Stockholm (on-going Eu- 
ropean disarmament) confer- 
ence . Ip (hat and for that we are 
extremely grateful for the contri- 
bution of the working group. As 
you know, the ' law of peace' is 
what we basically arc seeking to 
evolve in what could be the final 
report of Ihe commission. 

In summing up (he various 
study group contributions we 
would be focusing on an inter- 
national code of humanitarian 
ethics und as you know (here is 
no such legal coinage as the ' law 
of peace,’ so consequently when 
we sav ‘humanitarian norms in 
armed conflict' what wc are try- 
ing to do is to take the positive 
approach. We want lo focus on. 
for example, the inuny different 
areas in which humanitarian 
norms have been largely conces- 
sions from the 'law of war', and 
lo evolve the understanding of 
humanitarian norms in this 'no 
peace- no war' situation and the 
‘limited conflict’ situation. 

When we speak of the African 
continent for example, wc speak 
of ai least Five situations of con- 
flict. We want to try lo empha- 
size effectively, in legal terms 
whenever possible, thc accep- 
tance and recognition of provi- 
sions one and two ( dealing with 
humanitarian and civil and poli- 
tical rights — fundamental 
freedoms) But at the same time 
lo evolve positively other huma- 
nitarian norms and applications. 
As far as man against man is 
concerned, we gave focus also 
on vulnerable groups. These 
have included refugees, disap- 
peared persons, indigenous po- 
pulations. and in Lhe New York 
meetings for example (Novem- 
ber, 1983), focused very cen- 
trally on listening not only on the 
testimony of experts but also re- 
fugee organizations and human 
rights organizations. This is ex- 
actly one of the central themes 
in the work of the commission: 
To try to link, wherever poss- 
ible. the work of related organi- 
zations, whether NGOS (Non- 
Governmental Organizations) or 
United Nations Organizations, 
and to remove areas of duplica- 
tion. 

Basically we are different from 
other organizations in the sense 
that we are interdisciplinary, we 
are private and independent and 
consequently we can speak our 
mind, which I think is an ex- 
tremely important aspect in the 
sense that we are a ‘ lobby of tbe 
powerless. ’ Whether we are a 
powerless lobby at the end of the 
day as well, I don't know, but 
what we are trying to do is to ar- 
ticulate tbe case of lhe experts 


on the one side — and expertise 
is abundant in most instances — 
in a way in which policy-makers 
will listen, and with two prime 
ministers in our group, (MzaJi of 
Tunisia and Salem of Tanzania) 
numerous international figures 
of standing, both, intellectually 
and officially, I think that we 
surely should be able to bury that 
gap between policy makers and 
the general thinking public." 

Q: Indeed, you are a lobby of the 
powerful, aren't you? 

A: "When I say 'powerless,' 1 
am referring to the category 
‘man against man.' and in parti- 
cular to vulnerable groups. Ef- 
fectively what we are concentrat- 
ing on since the New York meet- 
ing is to elaborate not only on 
man against man but also on man 
against nature. In that second 
category we have focused on dis- 
asters and disaster relief. 

So we came to thc Tunis meet- 
ing curlier this year and dis- 
cussed the situation in Africa, 
particularly with the reality of 
UNEP (UN Environment Pro- 
gramme). It admitted its failure 
on the African continent in that 
in at least 20 African countries 
failed to make any meaningful 
inroads in preempting the fa- 
mine in Ethiopia. It is the role of 
the commission to ensure that 
new Bangladeshes and new 
Ethioplas at least are preempted, 
and to try wherever possible to 
present to the needed in terms of 
monitoring situations not only 
when they are going from bad to 
worse but when crises are loom- 
ing ahead. 

1 think that one of the major 
problems that we are facing is 
that there is an Assistant Secret- 
ary General of Perez De Cuellar 
working on the subject of trying 
to co-ordinate disaster relief in 
Africa but on the one side you 
have the donors meeting and on 
the other side you have the reci- 
pients meeting and the con- 
demnatory statements move 
from one side to the other. What 
we are trying to do ( in the com- 
mission), with the presence of 
practically all the geographic re- 
gions represented, is to sensitize 
public opinion and to gel a rip- 
pling effect on some of these iss- 
ues. 

For example, in a sub-xfteeting 
in Amman, just last month, we 
focused very centrally on the 
question of the rights of tbe 
child. We identified many forms 
of abuse. In the question of 
street children for example it Is 
unfortunate that very little is 
known or written. Few people 
know that 80 million street chil- 
dren exist in major cities, are 
being used by organized crime, 
and effectively represent a very 


significant conipunciu. In (he 
ages between I 5 und 2 A wc arc 
talking of almost QUO million 
people in this decade alone, and 
these are the youth of the future:. 
What are our governments doing 
about them? This is just one of 
the important roles of the Com- 
mission. 

The members of thc Govern- 
ments are with us. At the same 
time we have access to regionul 
groupings and wc have thc mo- 
bility of an independent group to 
make ourselves heard. 

Q: The mandate of your com- 
mission is to end in 1986. if you 
are successful, do you foresee a 
continuation of this, a renewal 
of it? 

A: Well, when I went to the Un- 
ited Nations and made thc 
request Tor a humanitarian order 
to be recognized, this inter- 
national humanitarian- order- 

-idea was endorsed twice by thc 
UN General Assembly. A lot of 
paper work is being done now on 
■ lhe subject of the order. My per- 
sonal feeling — and I don't know 
how much I speak for thc com- 
mission on that — is that the 
work of the commission will be 
one important contributive fac- 
tor in realizing the context of (he 
humanitarian order or the code 
of ethics which we see. For as I 
said. ' there- • is ; rto “law of 
peace." there is-'no code of con- 
duct in times of peace, there is 
no moral imperative. Countries 
are considering more and more 
strategics (military) and resour- 
ces (economic) but less and less 
politics where people matter. 

Consequently I think that this 
is an on-going process: The com- 


mission is not an event isolated 
from other events H continues 
where other concerned bodies 
have started and stopped. 

Hut also 1 think it falls very 
central ly in thc field of sensitiz- 
ing public opinion and decision 
makers to thc vital context of 
what we do in thc 1 990’s and to- 
wards thc year 3.000, other 
than investing so much on mat- 
eria] considerations and aspects 
of strife within those two catego- 
ries, man against man and inun 
ugainsi nature. With man 
against nature we're talking 
about environmental problems. 
We're talking about mass des- 
truction, and the nuclear winter, 
on which a major contribution of 
information has been made by 
Robert McNamara. But we still 
have a lot to do on thc legalistic 
side, including of course tasks 
on humanitarian norms, and I 
hope that wc. can take action 
within the context of thc Stock- 
holm Conference. 

But wc have to fight against a 
tremendous wuil of cynicism, 
possibly justified. The press asks 
us why don't we involve them 
more regularly. Well frankly I 
don’t believe in givng sensation 
Co the many healthy disagreeme- 
nts (hat take place in the course 
of the commission's debates. To 
let - thc inlcrnulionl community 
know that commissioner X from 
the North is disagreeing with 
commissioner Y from thc South 
only increases thc cynicism. We 
would like at the end of the day 
to however cautiously give good 
news if that is possible. 

Watching (he Prince in action 
makes one feel it is. indeed, 
possible. 


Badran wins Islamic 
architecture competition 

By Maha Zabaneh 

Star Slarr Writer 

AMMAN — What distinguishes Mr Rascm Badran' s ar- 
chitectural proposal for the AI Albalt Foundation architectu- 
ral competition for the Royal Complex for Islamic Culture 
Research, is the spiritual, religions and philosophical el- 
ements added to the design scheme. 

Mr Badran, who won the first prize for his design at Hie 
contest organized by the Foundation, said the method lie 
followed was to find a philosophical and mental framework 
for the design and planning rather than concentrating on ar- 
chitect oral symbols. 

Mr Badran, an architect, at Slioblelat Badran KJlant Ar- 
chitectural and Engineering Consultant Office (SDK) said 
“the competition for me as a designer concentrated on the 
development and extension of the concept by transforming 
historical symbols to the extent that these symbols may be- 
come contemporary. It Is the same concept 1 dealt with at the 
International contest for the designing of the Grand Mosque 
In Baghdad In 1983 In which I won the first prize." 

He said the mental style he followed In bringing out the 
spirit of the design was to give the possibility of cultural 
continuation between the past and Its heritage and the 
present with Its needs so as to guarantee the validity of such 
a project for ihe coming generations. “In other words. It Is 
a project that can always be living to Its time. This Is wfaat 
gives it tbe cultural value and uniqueness,” he said. 

He said that the project emphasized the traditional role of 
a learning Institution by transforming the complex Into a 
school-mosque. This gave the project the uniqueness and the 
concept of being rooted In the Islamic heritage and culture. 

Sixteen architects participated In the contest, four of 
which are from the Arab countries, namely, Egypt, Iraq, Sy- 
ria and Morocco. The rest were Jordanian architects. 

Mr Badran said that the project consists of two sections; 
public and private. Tbe public section Included, a permanent 
museum for Islamic scripts and antiquities, an exhibition 
and conference hall. On the other hand, the private section 
contains a scripts' library, a library for periodicals, an 
audio- visual grchlve and a computer centre. There Is also a 
print shop for printing Islamic books and publications and a 
housing complex is available for visitors. 

The project will be located at the Hummer area west of 
Amman. The plot of land, whose area Is 30 dunums, has 
been donated to the Foundation by His Majesty King Huss^ 
el a. Tbe buildings will occupy an area of 1 6 dunams. 

Ja* far Toukan and partners won second place, while Ak- 
ram Abu Hamdan and the Regional Engineering Office 
together shared the third place. Jurists were from Jordan 
aud a number of Arab countries. 


THE JERUSALEM STAR 5 


ki>.' iJ::' •’ 




%rusalrm feta 


Chairman, Board of Directors 

Kamel El-Sherif 


Director General & Editor in Chler 
Mah maud E f- S Her if 


Responsible Editor 

Abdel Salam FJ-Tarawneh 


Editor 

Osama El-Shevlf 


Managing Director 
Taw'fiq Kiu'un 


Director or Advertising 
Yousef Ammari 


t 

i 7 ' 


' r.-v 

! ;■ ,, \W:: 


;"' v -'V" 

(I \ - ' ■■■ i , 

I - f r 


. V." "u-.'V v' / . *, ■;.//' \ 

V ' : ' ‘ y ■ i ' \ 3 :'y • )j 

\ vs JA'A \ 


l WJ 


US media ignores world 
issues, blinding its audience 


Published every Thursday In Amman hy the Jordan Press H Publish inn («i., 
(Ad-Duslaur). Telex 21392 {Media ^Jo. Tel. 667l77.fi. 9 


Pio^e^ring project 

THE CABINET met with the residents qf the Baiqa Governorale this week in 
the city of Salt in Lhc second meeting outside the capital in less than a 
month. Headed by Prime Minister Mr Ahmad Obeidat the cabinet discussed 
current and pressing issues with the people of that region and answered 
questions on matters that the Balqu citizens consider esscnLinl to them. 

This outstanding policy of taking the ministers to the different areas of 
the Kingdom to confront the people and explain their ministry's policies, is 
something that everyone should appreciate. If it reflects anything, it surely 
reflects this government's sincerity in touching upon subjects that are 
unique to certain regions and seeing for itself the reality of the situation. It 
also cements the unique relationship between (he citizens of this country 
and Lheir government apd brings together the people and authorities so that 
issues can be solved and positions made clear. 

Jt is also a policy that His Majesty King Hussein has initiated through the 
various visits he paid to the different cities and towns in the country to see 
how the ppople are living and feel lheir problems, hopes and ambitions. 

The sliuftling cabinet policy should also be commended since it is a pi- 
oneering project to be adopted by a Third World developing country where 
the co-operation and understanding or every citizen in the stale must be 
secured if the national aims and objectives are to be fulfilled in time. 

It is pur hope and desire that such policies continue where the citizen can 
feel for himself the enormity of the government's burden and the govern- 
ment can focus more and more on the problems of each citizen. 

Egotistic behaviour 

A NUMBER of Israelis are predicting the failure of the UN-sponsored Na- 
qoura talks between Lebanon and Israel. Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said that Israel will seriously 'consider a unilateral withdrawal 
from Sotitl) Lebanon within the coming few weeks. This should in no way 
bring joy to our hearts, since what the Prime Minister means, is that Israel 
will be taking the security arrangements from its right hand, meaning the 
Israeli army, and putting it in its left hand, meaning the mercenary so- 
called South Lebanon Army of Anton Lnhad. Israel's almost total prediction 
of the failure of the Naqourn talks is obviously caused by Israel’s illogical 
demands thht the Lnhad' s aftny be left on the loose in the south without 
being responsible for the Lebanese government and army. 

Such Israeli demands no doubt cannot be accepted by Lebanon since they 
are an aggression against Lebanon’s integrity and sovereignty as an inde- 
pendent nation. 

As a preface to these plans, Israel has been raiding the south Lebanese 
villages during the past weeks on the pretext of security operations where a 
number pf women and children were indiscriminately killed. If this opera- 
tion means any thing, it is a proof or Israel's intention to solidify its 
■presence in the South rather than preparing to withdraw from it. 

The Israelis will be fooling each other and not the Lebanese if they thou- 
ght that by keeping Lahad's men in charge of the south they would be away 
from the national resistance attacks. l t n fact, Israel's plan will only invite 
the Lebanese national movement to attack the Israelis inside Israel to inflict 
more pain and pressure and to remind the generals that the problem oft he 
south could not be tucked away that easy.. 

We all know that one small operation. inside Israel in the north would 
i create so much resentment oh Israeli side that the weak government of Mr 
Pejes -Will surely fail as a resilIL So the Israelis could not ignore the prob- 
lenteof the South of Lebanon by simply turning their backs arid handing the 
epimn and to the little people. . . ' 

IF they desire to sleep well back in Tel Aviv they should pay more atten- 
:tion to the Lebanese side at Naqoura and realize: that their egotistic behav- 
iour will hot save them this time. Israel has to give up the south tolls people 
With no conditions attached. : : ; il. 
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By Alec Collett 

Star UN Correspondent 


NEW YORK — A colourful 1985 calendar 
published by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) — has just arrived in New 
York. Prepared to help raise funds for 
needy refugees, each of the 12 paintings 
comprising the calendar was done by chil- 
dren aged seven to 13 in UNRWA's 
schools in Jordan, Lebanon. Syria, the 
West Bank and Gaza. Four of the paint- 
ings. depicting life among Palestinian 
Arabs, were painted in bold colours by re- 
fugee children at Irbid and Amman 
schools. 

Since 1985 is also International Youth 
Year, it seems a pity that few of these 
fine, evocative illustrations of Middle 
East life will be seen outside the New 
York offices and homes of United Nations 
employees and their families and friends. 
In the United Slates. Palestine has be- 
come synonymous with the PLO. And 
through insistent and insidious media pro- 
paganda, the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation has become the synonym for * * ter- 
rorism.'* 

So while the UN has no problem raising 
money for refugees in general through the 
High Commissioner for Refugees, whose 
mandate is worldwide, any agency or ac- 
tivity in which the word “Palestinian" 
appears is immediately suspect or causes 
an instant mental block. As far as the US 
is concerned, that is. 

One should draw a distinction between 
Americans and Europeans. Americans are 
among the world's least informed when it 
comes to the print medium. Europeans 
and Japanese, on the other hand, are 
among the most avid readers or newspap- 
ers and magazines globally. 

But why. considering the United Slates 
is the communications hub of the world, 
are Americans still among the worst in- 
formed bearing in mind the 24- hours- a- 
day television service on 30 or more lei vi- 
sion channels, thousands of radio sta- 
tions, and a constant outpouring of news 
and information magazines? 

Most so-called news channels on radio 
and TV in America, and to a great extent 
the vast majority of magazine coverage, 
has a common denominator — entertain- 
ment. Because of the commercial support 
of advertising upon which virtually all 
broadcasting and publishing depends, 
little is allowed to distract or alarm or de- 
tract from the main thrust of all informa- 
tion' media, which is to sell. 

Consequently, the most awesome 
national or international hews is invari- 
ably Interspersed by commercial advertis- 
ing. The true dimensions or potential rep- 
ercussions of a shattering tragedy or 
national disaster are seldom allowed to 
sink in, unaffected by soap commercials 
or soap operas. 

Small wonder, then, that the real world 
assumes an unreal quality measured 
against the dally or nightly fare on televi- 
sion for millions qf Americans. U is the 
fantasy world that becomes the world 
peopled by TV viewers providing a perpe- 
tual escape from the terrors and horrors 
that occasionally are glimpsed in Hashes 
of news film — - portraying perhaps a hi- 
jacking of an aircraft or an attempted 
bomb attack — that are screened for sec- 
onds at a time only. 

In such an environment, the great pu- 
blic does no think for itself. but allows the 
daily or nightly commentators or news 
. readers to relay information in the image 
or through the interpretation pf predet- 
ermined: biases or ideological positions. 
JThe appalling truth Is that the plain Am- 
erican has ,no views. He or she is condi- 
tioned by the capsullsed news served up 


by radio or television as the authentic 
view of events or ongoing developments. 

The average US citizen will usually 
“parrot” such opinion as his own. never, 
questioning nor suspending judgement. 

Worst is the Tact (hat on matters of high 
policy or diplomacy, the popuinrly re- 
garded broadcasters and seers whose 
every word is listened Lo with such respect ■ 
if not reverence to n large extent rely 
upon US government officials for their 
“inside” knowledge on which they base 
lheir views and analyses. 

Unlike lheir European counterparts, 
who frequently differ from official view- 
points and lake issue with government 
positions, American journalists seldom 
challenge the mainspring or American 
foreign policy. The net result is that the 
US government is in the habit of hearing 
mostly what it wants to hear and. in terms 
of information, is a huge monster con- 
stantly feeding upon itself and knowing no 
other diet. 

Nowhere is this better illustrated than 
at the UniLcd Nations, where on many iss- 
ues the United States considers everybody 
else out of step and its views alone cor- 
rect. On support for South Africa and 
apartheid, it can usually count on Wes- 
tern backing for its position. On the Mid- 
dle East, however, it is often isolated 
with its Israeli ally, opposed by the entire 
remaining 157-member body who either t 
vote against the US position or abstain. 

Again, there has never been a sus- : 
luined. orderly attempt by creditable Am- 
erican correspondents lo examine against 
its historic background the rationale for 
an unquestioning, one-sided, uncritical 
US policy towards Israel. Why is invasion 
or aggression universally condemned, ex- 
cept where it is perpetrated by Tel Aviv? 
Why arc human rights violations carefully 
tabulated, publicised and constantly refer- 
red to. except where Israel is at fault? 
Why is Israel allowed lo continue to per- ; 
peluate the myth of adherence to resolu- • 
lion 242 yet is unwilling lo define its bor- 
ders? 

The questions arc never asked because 
they would immediately trigger charges 
that they are anti- Jewish or anti-Zionist. 

But on the other side of the coin, do- 
cumentaries. interviews and national ex- 
posure is constantly given the Israeli 
viewpoint, as though only one side of the 
argument or discussion exists. 

During the current UN General Ass- 
embly. scheduled to end this week, three 
issues of importance to Jordan have been ; 
voted on affirmatively and overwhelm- 
ingly. They concern Israeli plans to build 
a canal linking the Dead Sea and the Me- 
diterranean. Palestinian rights', and 
the Middle East situation generally. Three 
resolutions on the last named subject were 
adopted last Friday. 

Under two resolutions sponsored by Jor- 
dan among others the Assembly calico 
upon all states to cease all dealings wit n 
Israel “in order to totally isolate it m 
fields”, and declared null and void ana 
invalid “Israel's decision to impose us 
laws, jurisdiction and administration on 
the Holy City." 

The third resolution condemned Israel s 

continued occupation of Palestinian ana 
other Arab Territories and repealed in 
call for an international Middle East peat 
conference. 

There has been virtually no publicity in 
the news media for these votes in ‘J 
General Assembly. The US press, like tn 
US government, seems to believe that oy 
Ignoring a problem it will eventually ceas ( 
to exist. 

But the. Palestinian children’s UNR^A, . 
calendar tells an altogether more vibra 
story. It's a pity it cannot be viewed j- , 
millions of Americans. . 1 
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By Hassan Bin Talal _ London MacMillan 1984 

Greetings to Jerusalem! 

“THE FOUR chapters of this book are a sincere plea for a 

better understanding of the Arab search for peace My 

purpose... is to break down the stereotyped patterns thkt 
have vexed all previous discussion and action, and to huma- 
nize the image and issues that constitute the major concerns 
in (he Arab East today...” 

Thus Prince Hassan Bin Talal outlines his goal in writing 
this volume: A goal which, considering the enormity of the 
subject, and the multi faceted issues it involves, seems for- 
midable. As the book unfolds, the reader, ever so gently but 
candidly, is guided through the plethora of thorny and seem- 
ingly difficult and unintelligible issues, to the realization 
that the task the author set for himself has been achieved. 

The slim volume is rich with the insights of the author, 
who, though a practitioner and actor in the drama which be 
relates, is, at the same time, a keen, sometimes even de- 
tached observer, with superb scholary skills. His historical 
sketch does not only provide the necessary background for 
any meaningful discussion of present or future prospects, 
but gives strong hints as to the present frustration, anger, 
bewilderment of the present day Arab, with himself and 
with the contemporary world. 

The contrast between what once was — a great glorious 
past and what now is disunity, disarray and at best transi- 
tional societies — gives meaning to the present search, al- 
beit so far frustrated efforts at recapturing that once glori- 
ous past. The forces of the modern age and of modernity 
have combined to make of the Arab in the modern world, 
and in the words of the author "... a curiously disorientated 
creature.” 

Against this background is placed the impact of Europe 
and the Arab response. The author, scion of the noble 
Hashemite family, also traces in quick though decisive 
strokes the involvement of his family in Arab, especially 
Palestinian affairs in the century. His view of Zionism, its 
role, and its difference from other European settler pro- 
grammes, shows a deep understanding of its ideological 
tactics, strategy, and present and future danger. 

It Is from this angle that King Abdullah accepted accom- 
modation. It is also from this angle as well as from the angle 
of historical Middle East pluralism that the volume searches 
for accommodation of the Jews In the aroa now. From the 
beginning, the Arub response to the Zionist challenge was. 
as It now remains, inadequate. 

At homo in discussing economics as well as politics, the 
author correctly identities two basic features that have 
characterized all cycles of growth of the Arab East since an- 
cient times: the harnessing of water resources and the ex- 
ploitation of the geographical position of the region. Israeli 
contemporary attempts in both these areas are thus belter 
understood. Correctly also, the author traces present Inten- 
sified Arab efforts at economic development as a substitute 
>ot “failure” in the political arena. 

‘‘Paradoxically, the elusiveness of the glorious past and 
the resultant failure to make any visible progress In the poli- 
tical field made economic progress. . . all the more veheme- 
ntly advocated and espoused by politicians and ideologues... 
a ® political failure brings the legitimacy of rulers and re- 
gimes into question, there is an increasing tendency to le- 
gitimate political power through the means of economic 
development. p. 81). The complete honesty and candour 
°f this statement makes more relevant the remark that eco- 
nomic development is an absolute precondition for any fu- 
ture political action. 

■ The sections of Jordan's economic performance since 
1 '48 in spite of the meagreness of natural resources, popu- 
i oin 1 Prassures, two major forced waves of refugees In 
J.948 and 1967, the necessity to re-orient its trade routes 
trom East- West to North-South, the military and security 
tu®,? alon * a l° n 8 and hostile frontier, provide insight into 
me efforts of a tenacious, hardworking people and a moder- 
i® Pragmatic and decisive leadership to bring the country 
into the modern age. In spite of all these difficulties in Jor- 
r*nian experiment is a successful one. Jordan s 

centrist” approach, a definite success story in the eco- 
nomic field, has not been, thus far, so successful in achiev- 
es a peaceful settlement for the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

.."The search for peace.” the title of the book as well as 
the fourth and last chapter remains, unfortunately 
{““‘hat; a search. This, despite Jordan’s efforts at accom- 
modation beginning with the acceptance of 242, the Jarring 
through the various peace proposals of the Reagan 
‘WtiaUve and the Arab Fez Peace Plan. The formula is a 

m Ple one, land for peace. 

150011 is a m »jor thoughtful, critical and analytical 
treatise of the Arab dilemma “vis a vis” the world now: vis 
•p* 1 ® themselves, Israel, America, The Soviet Union land 
■ ^ a ‘'must** reading for the Intelligent scholar 

practitioner. 
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THE TRAGEDY oT (he disaster 
that hit the city of Bhopal in In- 
dia cannot be possibly imagined 
in a world that boasts of techno- 
logical advancement and pro- 
gress. It can only be assumed to 
happen in a part of (he world 
whose so-called free and benevo- 
lent leadership is occupied in 
schemes of involving mankind in 
the most terrible qualms and 
risks of an all- devastating nu- 
clear war. 

The gas lepk that happened in 
the multi-national owned pes- 
ticide plant in the aforesaid In- 
dian city has had such enor- 
mously evil results that it cannot 
be just spent off as being a mere 
act of negligence. The so-called 
atrocity of negligence has been 
committed by the American 
management of the plant known 
as the Carbide Syndicate. Not 
only have more than 2.500 vic- 
tims been reaped dead by the poi- 
sonous gas, just like cattle, but 
also all the city has become de- 
screted and altogether disrupted. 
It is still unknown whether the 
injured people who have receiv- 
ed medical treatment, amounting 
to 125,000 strong, will be per- 
manently safe from the dangers 
of after effects. 

The scenes of misery that hit 
the already impoverished and de- 
prived inhabitants of the city — 
some busy digging collective 
graves for the dead, while others 
so utterly stunned by the weight 
of the blow that they seem un- 
able even to lament their 
deceased children and relatives 
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— those scenes of misery lire 
only shoved off as rci.ulling from 
sheer negligence. 

Even if it were negligence, it 
would be negligence of the crimi- 
nal type. But certain implications 
of the whole event point to 
something more than negligen- 
ce. Through the admittance of 
the management running the 
plant, certain flaws in the ma- 
chinery and pipe networks we re- 
discovered three years ago. This 
confession only confirms that 
the whole purpose behind install- 
ing the western- sponsored multi- 
national plant is to exploit the 
gains that such a big project can 
earn, and to hell with the lives of 
people. 

A hint was even made in con- 
tain news releases to the efract 
that the whole affair had some- 
thing to do with lhc NATO sche- 
mes. Though a little far fetched, 
the insinuation cannot be altoge- 
ther disregarded in a world that, 
while concocting schemes for 
mass harvest of people in a nu- 
clear world disaster, would not 
care about the death of 2500 
people, especially if such people 
are not the privileged masters of 
the modern world but the 
down- trodden misery- 

deserving odds and ends of the 
human species living in the 
Third World. 

Yes, the lives of the people in 
the Third World are cheaply va- 
lued by the masters of the West. 
All the victims of the Bhopal ca- 
tastrophe. all the evacuees from 
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i he city, all the Misery of the .ti- 
ler e fleets uf the disaster mer- 
ited nut more than one mil lion 
dollars m the compensation of- 
fered by the American represen- 
tative of the plum. Even the 1 5 
billion dollars calculated later as 
a poorly reasonable compensa- 
tion for’ the losses cannot re- 
trieve the lost confidence in the 
intentions of the West towards 
the Third World. 

Such amount of money cannot 
be sizeably compared (when it 
comes to consider at inns of com- 
parative assessment of popula- 
tion volume) to the 2 milliard 
dollars or so offered annually to 
Israel just for ucls of aggression, 
expansionism and devastation in 
lire Middle East. Nor do the 
words of rebuke which 
were directed to the apartheid 
regime of South Africa, and 
which were taken as a change 
from the approach of diplomacy 
so far adopted by America to- 
wards South Africa — yes, nor 
do those words of rebuke conceal 
the fact that both the rebuker 
and the rebuked are involved in 
an interest- oriented alliance to 
exploit the black people not only 
of South Africa alone but of all 
the neighbouring areas around. 

Unless all parts of a Third 
World area react properly — In 
action, not merely words — 
against the harm done to a cer- 
tain part of the area, the ag- 
gressor will have a good night's 
sleep and happy dreams about 
further atrocities and aggress- 
ions. 



Should we remain unconcerned? 


TWO BRITISH cyclists came lo The Star office this 
week to tell us how they and seven other young 
men and women are touring the world on bicycles 
on their way from London to north of India. They 
said that the aim oT this adventure is to raise funds 
for health clinics to be established in India where 
they are not available (see sports page). The trip 
wllf take them another four months to finish and 
they expect to raise enough money so that their 
aim can tie achieved. Some days before this 
another team arrived to Jordan. Two British run- 
ners arrived this time on Toot, also lo raise funds 
for a good work. 

You can’t but admire the spirit of these young 
men and women who risk their lives and dare to 
face the unknown in strange countries and differ- 
ent cultures not for personal gains, but for public 
ones even if these achievements are to be given to 
a foreign country. They face the cold weather, the 
hot climate of the deserts, pass through some hos- 
tile territories and fall victim to disease and other 
misfortunes and yet they continue lheir journey in 
search of their dream. 

One can’t but wonder how they have such cour- 
age and determination to do what others will con- 
sider as foolish or waste of time. Their pride comes 
from knowing that they helped in saving lives and 
in their feeling of knowing more today than what 
they knew yesterday from meeting people, ex- 
changing ideas and knowledge. You can't help ex- 
pressing your sinc ere admiration for their efforts 
and hope that’ tney will be able to meet the chall- 
enge. Their wandering in this world is not aimless 
or without purpose, but is driven by a good cause 
and an honourable task. 

I look around me to see our youngsters and the 
children of today; the adults of tomorrow totally 
detached from the worries and problems of this 
world even the perils to their environment. They 
see do cause to fight for, no aim to pursue and no 
duty to fulfil . Their youth is wasted In search or 
personal pleasures and instant dreams the rewards 
of which are limited in time and value. Their 
knowledge of the events that happen around them 
is simple and naive. They feel a sense of defeat and 
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are incapable of hoping or even wishing for the 
best. 

They probably inherited such apathy from their 
parents, friends and environment that they can 
never expand their vision or increase their aware- 
ness. The government and the responsible parties 
fee! no real alarm from this dangerous phenome- 
non when in fact they should, since this feeling 
will stay within them until the end. They will conti- 
nue lo feel so when (hey become teachers, doctors, 
engineers and others. They will never develop a 
sense of wider responsibility other than that to- 
wards themselves and their scope of learning will 
not go beyond what they received when they where 
in schools or universities since they think that they 
don't have to anymore. Their appreciation of the 
global feature of this planet will never be attained 
since their main concern will never go beyond their 
own households and persona) needs. 

How can we then expect to produce a generation 
stronger than ours or better equipped to face the 
challenges and fight back the threats? How can we 
expect our children to begin loving one another and 
caring for one another when the feelings of tribal 
rules, kinship and blood are the only real parame- 
ters in any relationship our children are told to re- 
spect? 

If a grand conspiracy is not involved in such st- 
ate or mind and being, then we must work our best 
to erase such feelings and realities from our so- 
ciety. The old values of good and bad, of loving one 
another, of loving one's country and respecting 
other races and cultures, are fading away as fast as 
our respect and power in the world. We are no lon- 
ger carriers pf the flames of knowledge and liberty 
and no longer the pioneers searching for the truth 
or saving the world from the evils of disease and 
war. 

We are just another consuming nation that 
thrives on small unimportant achievements and 
make fuss over issues the real world has long for- 
gotton. If there are people who see the danger 
coming let them stand up and say what they feel, 
before it is too late. 


THE JERUSALEM STAR 7 


l. : . 




middle east 


Qadhafi cannot be given benefit of the doubt 


By Sujid Hi/vi 

LON1XJN — Believing or not lie- 
lie ving Libya's promises atnuil 
Chad withdrawal would he 
strictly a French business were il 
not for US sensitivities about 
Middle East security. Central 
America and Colonel M minima r 
Qadhafi. 

French Foreign Minister 
Claude Cheyssnn suggested sar- 
donically (hat the reason the Un- 
ited States was so concerned was 


"a desne per li.'ip 1 . to give us in- 
dued advice to deal wuli the Li- 
byans tike they do with 
Nicaragua " 

The attitude of the Keagun ;id- 
minist ration seems ill I too clear: 
Qadhafi is nut to be trusted, nor 
even given the benefit of the 
doubt, but given the full treat- 
ment. Nicaragua- style. 

1 he tempest blew up after a US 
satellite indicated some 5.UU0 
Libyan armed men — (mops ur 
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volunteers — stayed behind in 
Child, even as Qadhafi pledged 
their withdrawal m the Crete 
Mimmii with President l-rancois 
Mitterrand. 

II Cheysson's sarcastic coun- 
terblast was any clue. France 
still considers North Africa a 
territory it can handle better 
than the United Stales can. This 
is in marked departure from the 
US view of Libya and Qadhafi as 
a prime security suspect, and the 
role which that suspicion devol- 
ves on the United Slates. 

The friction between the two 
foreign policies is minor, but one 
imponderable. as before, is Qad- 
hafi himself. Nowhere is the 
mercurial nature of Qadhali' s 
personality and regime given 
more importance than in US 
foreign policy. “Hie administra- 
tion of President Reagan in par- 
ticular hits come to regard Qad* 
Mali as a dnagerous l rouble- 
maker " said Professor William 
Ciulteridge in a study published 
by the International Institute for 
the Study of CnnDicl in London. 

“The I ire less funaticism attri- 
buted to the Libyan leader can 
cusily he overdrawn, but his re- 
cord lends substantial support to 
the view of him as u ciaculatcd 
mcnancc to Western interests." 
Guttc ridge wrote. 

Western governments have 
long agonized over what to do 
about Qadhafi Until recently 
Britain tolerated Libya, but this 
summer's siege of the Libyan 
embassy in London cast Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher in a 
rigid stance of no-quarter to 
Qadhafi. 

Britain is thus witness to its di- 
plomacy being outpaced by the 
French, although British bridge- 
building would have suited US 
interests in the area. 

Efforts to rein Qadhari by 
proxy, through moderate Arab 
leaders like King Hassan of Mo- 
rocco. have yet to prove success- 
ful. In the wake of Hassan' s Sep- 
tember union with Qadhafi. a Li- 
byan withdrawal from 
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Claude Cheyssnn 

Chad and the disavowal of aid to 
the Polisario Front were cited us 
trude-orf for the prestige the Li- 
byan leader was to get from be- 
ing with a reputable moderate. 

Morocco hoped Libyan support 
would enable it to lake the Wes- 
tern Sahara issue to the Arab 
League, where it could munugc it 
better than in the Organization 
of African Unity. But at this 
month's OAU summit in Addis 
AbHba. Moroeeo walked out 
alone when the “Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic," or Poli- 
sario. was given a seal. The fate 
of the union became anybody's 
guess. 

Despite the fragility of that 
marriage. France chose to inter- 
pret it as an opportunity to mod- 
erate Qadhafi. while US officials 
saw the spectre ora friendly Mo- 
rocco being subverted by 
a vengeful Libya. Neither 
view has yet been vindicated, but 
the French at least leave room 
for a checkmate without bloodsh- 
ed. 

The next questions is whether 
Libya will abandon Polistirio af- 
ter all. Shunned by Qadhafi, the 
independence movement was 
quickly embraced by Algeria. As 
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Grand Opening 


Friday 21 December at 4:00 p.m. 

SECOND EXHIBITION OF COSMETICS 

AND PERFUMES 
In Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 
between 21 - 24 December 1984 



Mary Quant, Max Factor, Miners, : 

Out Door Girl 
La Maison Des Plantes. 

L’Oreal 

Bourjois, Yves Rocher, Worth, J. Marc 
Sinan, Taylor Of London. 

Balenciagas, Michele, Prelude, Pottos, 
Stanissine. 

Yves Saint Laurent, Gianni Versace, Carven. 
Grey Flannel, Charles Of the Ritz Clarins, 
Masters, Silver Shadow, Wall Street. 


Monsi'ers Capri. 

Love Time, Madame Capri, Histoire 
•D’hamour, Anne Klein. 

Nicky Ver Faille Grain De Folie, Grain De 
Passion. 

Le Jardin De Paris, 

Oscar De La Renta — Germaine Monteil. 
Spuma Baby Al Latte — Spuma di 
Sciampagna. 

Sauvageon — Lavande 


L'avante 

MARGIT-KLAPP-COSMETICS 
THYMUS-EXTRACT-SKIN EXTRACT 
Exhibition hours 9 a.m. i;30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.' 

OPEN INVITATION 


Horace — Swing 
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MtiHiitmar Qadhafi 

OAll opinion tills towards Poli- 
sario. Qadhafi may find he - 
not Polisario — has lost a friend, 
and hasten to rebuild the link 
with the “Sahmwi republic." 

Thu I would bring to nought all 
moderate Arab and European ef- 
fort to contain the colonel, and 
give the lie to any assumption 
that world opinion can indeed in- 
fluence or deter Qadhafi. 

The botched attempt to assass- 
inate former Libyan Prime Min- 
ister Abdel Hamid Bakoush in 
Cairo already has nipped dial op- 
timism. Whether a comprehen- 
sive Lihyun hit list exists or nut. 
the Bakoush affair is more than 
Egyptian rhetoric. Where then 
does King Hassan stand, or Mit- 
terrand? 

Having caused a considerable 
gush in Hassan's larger design of 
bringing the Arabs in line to seek 
a fresh Mideast initiative from 
Reagan. QHdhafi also has pitted 
France, quite oddly, against a 
choice between acquiescence to 
US policy and continuing Libyan 
control of the Chadian north. 

Reagan, his power reinforced 
by a historic landslide, sees Li- 
bya plainly us a Soviet surrogate^ 
and its actions a menace to US 
allies in North Africa. 

In addition, there is the 
“Nicaragua factor." meaning 
that the president appears ready 
to use this power in military 
terms where he thinks it is 
needed. 

In Chad. President liisscite 
Hubrd's embattled government 
appears a fit candidate for aid to 
prevent ii from becoming a thorn 
in Sudan's flesh. The Libyan- 
backed insurgency against U«bre 
Iasi year saw US AW ACS recon- 
naissance planes flying from Su- 
dan and the Sixth Fleet closing in 
on the Libyan coast. Hal US 
counteraction this time, il >' 
comes, may lie more severe, 
simply because Reagan has a 
freer hand. 


France is anxious to avoid an 
escalation. Public outrage 111 
France over Libya reneging on 
the withdrawal accord could help 
Mitterrand justify a rede- 
ployment in Chad, but not a cost- 
lier engagement with tioukoum 
Oucddei'x Libyan- backed forces- 

Qadhafi. on the other hand, 
may see the French dilemma as 
weakness worth exploiting- an 
bring on a US intervention, im* 
scenario compares poorly w‘ 
the glamour and publicity 
the summit with Mineral 
brought Qadhafi. Why not sa 
our il. and go for more 1 . 
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Finance , business & economy 


Jordanian- French trade 
improves steadily E s 


AMMAN — Foreign trade be- 
twen France and Jordan has 
been progressing steadily in the 
past few years. 

France has been for the last 
five years, the seventh supplier 
of Jordan with a market share 
fluctuating between 3.7 per cent 
and 7. 2 per cent. 

Jordan's imports from France 
are mainly intermediate goods 
(raw materials, chemicals, plast- 
ics, metal products...) repre- 
senting 32 per cent of total im- 
ports, industrial equipments and 
machinery 27 per cent, food and 
agricultural products 25 per 
cent, consumer goods 13 per 
cent. 

During the same period 
1979-1983, Jordan's exports to 
France rose sharply as shown 
in the table. 

According to the Jordan Pho- 
sphates Mines Co. , Jordan ex- 
ported 172.240 tons of pho- 
sphates to France in 1983, 
against 112,000 tons in 198 2. 

France is the first Western Eu- 
ropean customer of Jordan 
Mdthe ninth world customer for 


phosphate rocks. 

In 1983, France imported also 
69,000 tons of potash, which 
represents 25 per cent of the 
Arab Potash's total production. 

For the first nine months of 
1984, Jordan exports to France 
were J per cent up on the same 
period last year. 

Loans 

France and Jordan signed two 
financial protocols in 1977 and 
1979 (the second one was 
extended in 1981 ). 

The first one amounted to FF 
330 million for the financing of 
the Jordan Fertilizers industry in 
Aqnba. The FF 590 million or 
the second protocol have been 
used for the financing of a tele- 
communications network includ- 
ing 92,000 telephone lines, ex- 
changes, hertzian transmissions 
and laying of cables. 

Negotiations are being cur- 
rently conducted between a 
French financial delegation, the 
Economic section of the French 
embassy in Amman and the Jor- 
danian government regarding a 


Jordanian exports/ imports 

(Value Id '000 JO) 

, 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 

Imports from 

France 26,876 51,694 45,8*5 42,515 42,320 — 

Exports to 

France 89 1 1,689 1,813 2,016 - 


Agricultural 
exports to 
Jordan (Value 
in millions 
of FF) 

Agricultural 
exports to 
France (Value 
■n thousands 
of FF) 


139.8 160.9 156.8 199.3 145.8 241.8* 


1,264 94 


Moo 6 ; Cemral Bank of Jordan 
IV5j4: January to September 


AECC to meet in Amman next month 

EEC imposes tariffs 
°n Saudi petrochemicals 


By Len Rockingham 
Star London Correspondent 


Arok^P^ — Following their meeting in Paris last week, the 
j™*Mwpe« n Chambers of Commerce are pressing very 
{J™ * resolution of the Issue of the European communl- 

TWa i r ”f 0n petrochemical products from Saudi Arabia. 
rh«ii. MUB be taken up again in late January, when the 
hoJl lrn,an an< * Secretaries- General of the European Cham* 
Der> ““et in Amman. 

JZ* lssu ® of tbe tariffs on Saudi petrochemicals has be- 
one concerning the Imbalance of trade be- 
dupo * nations of the community and the Arab oil pro- 
fvh»ik S> ^de from the question of natural Justice — as to 
al .it i European Community should be Imposing tariffs 
Mf *V ,n * move which is seen as protecting West European 
idlBH« Um J? as, d Industries — there Is also the threat of ret* 
ha?2? , . 1 3 ,# Arab- British Chamber of Commerce In London 
drills. S out lhat EEC Imports from the Gulf have dropped 
colni !J ca,I y siw® 1982, while EEC exports to the Gulf have 

of Increase. Britain alone has a trade Imbalance 

POlSr * 6 ? 0 million with the Gulf states, and the chamber 
lied* *.t a * ^ere i* •* obvious danger of this being wblt- 
insists on Imposing tariffs on Saudi 


new FF 6 00- million long-term 
loan for financing telecommuni- 
cations projects. 

French presence In Jordan 

Twenty-three French compa- 
nies are currently operating in 
Jordan: Three banks (BNP, 
Credit Lyonnais. Socielc Gen- 
eral), nine insurance, transport 
or engineering firms and eleven 
industrial companies. 

The Jordan- French Royal Insu- 
rance Co. / Abeiile Paix is a joint- 
venture in which the French 
share of capital is 15 per cent. 
Some other joint- ventures — 
particularly for cleaning products 
— strengthen the industrial 
co-operation between the (wo 
countries. 

Some of (he latest main con- 
struction contracts in Jordan 
have been awarded to French 
firms: For instance the Gateway 
Hotel, near Amman Inter- 
national airport, built by Sodeleg 
Tor Alia; the Military Academy 
in Hisban built by Societe Gen- 
erate d'Entre prise. 

The construction of King Ab- 
dullah Commercial Centre is cur- 
rently supervised by the French 
engineering firm Aart-Sctap. 

Of course, several French 
companies work together for the 
development of the telecommu- 
nications network of Jordan: So- 
frccom. Cit- Alcatel, Cables de 
Lyon. TRT. Thomson Tele- 
phone. 

Agricultural exports 

French agricultural exports to 
Jordan have been progressing 
steadily since 1979, despite a 
short regression in 1 983. For 
the first nine months of this 
year, French exports rose 
sharply as shown above. 

Jordanian imports from France 
are mainly sugar and sugar con- 
fectionery (J3 per cent of 
French agricultural exports to 
Jordan in 1983), dairy produce 
and eggs (32 percent), meat and 
edible meat offals ( 9 per cent) , 
residues and waste from the food 
industries (4 jper cent) and bev- 
erages and spirits (4 per cent). 

During the period 1980-1983. 
the French market share in im- 
ports of beverages and spirits 
has been increasing from i I per 
cent lo 1 5 per cent, from 4 per 
cent to 15 per cent Tor the dairy 
produce, and from 1 8 per cent to 
24 per cent for sugar and sugar 
confectionery. 

Agricultural products account 
currently for 25 per cent of the 
total of French exports to Jor- 
dan. 

Owing to the efforts of French 
food products industrialists and 
the help of external trade admi- 
nistration and Sopexa, France is 
now the third supplier of Jordan 
with agricultural products, be- 
hind Turkey and the United 
States. 

As shown above, Jordan's ex- 
ports lo France have been de- 
creasing steadily since 1981 
despite a sharp rise in 1983. 

In fact, phosphates, fertilizers 
and potash form the bulk of Jor- 
danian exports to France. 

However, in 1983 France was 
the first western customer of 
Jordan for the agricultural pro- 
ducts. 


Prices continue to 
fall 

By Mamdouh El - Glial. v 
Star Financial Market Analyst 

TWO B1C) deals involving the shares of the Bank of Jordan 
and the Universal Insurance company, created some uclivity 
in the market, bui share prices continued to fluctuate to- 
wards a declining trend but the daily handling average in- 
creased as a result of the two deals. 

Despite the fact that only two weeks remain for the New 
Year — during which dividends urc distributed — prices 
continued to decrease. The distribution of dividends control 
the prices and prevent further deebuses. From this poiiu, a 
wave of decreasing prices is expected to take place. 

58.000 shares were handled during this week al a market 
value of JD 878.000 divided among 1000 contracts; an in- 
crease of 40. 1 per cent compared to last week. 

The daily handling average came to JD 75.000 with a de- 
viation of 36.9 of 7.4 of total around this average, thus 
indicating fluctuation in the daily handling average. 

The shares of 68 companies were hantlled of which 14 
gained including: 

I - General Insurance closing at JD 2 . 900 up from JD 2. 5 50 

2- Finance and Trust at JD I . I 70 up from JD 1 .090 

3- Universal Insurance at JD 1. 100 up from JD 1 .000 

38 companies lost including: 

1- Islamic Bank at JD 2.230 down from JD 2.550 

2- Jordanian Industrial Investments at JD 0.890 down from 
JD 0.980 

3- Arab Financial Corporation. Jordan al JD 1.4 20 down 
Trom JD 1.520 

4- Aladdin Industries at JD 0.680 down from JD 0.720 

5- Wool Industries at JD 0.950 down from JD 1 .000 

16 companies had no change in their share prices. 

The Star index al closing lime came to 258.2; a decrease 
of 1.4 points compared to last week, or 0.6 per cent de- 
crease 

In the over-the-counter market, more than 240,000 
shares were handled aL a market value of JD 65.000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the 
sectors according lo (he following percentages: 


The weekly record 
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Sector 

Market Last week's 


share 

share i 

Banks 

58.8% 

55.9% | 

industry 

2 3.5% 

32.1% 1 

Services 

4.6% 

4.3% 

Insurance 

13. 1 % 

7.7% 

Prominent firms whose shares were traded, by sector. 

Banks (out of 20 traded) 

Share 

Share 


of sector 

of market i 

1- Bank of Jordan 

23.4% 

13.7% j 

2- National Bank 

1 9 . 5 %i 

11.4% 

3- Arab Bank 

15.9%. 

9.3% j 

Industrials (out of 31 traded) 



1- Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

17.2% 

4.1% 

2- Jordan PhosphaLes 



Mining Co. 

14.3% 

3.4% 

J- JIMCO 

10.8% 

2.6% 

4- Arab Medicine 



Manufacturing Co. 

7.3% 

1.756 

Services (out of 8 traded) 



Jordan Electric Power 

61.9% 

2.8% 

Insurance (out of 9 traded) 



International Insurance 

74.2% 

9.7% - 1 


E Companies with a price decrease 
G The Mean record figure 
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IDB to finance several new projects next year 

• JEDDAH (Opecna) — The Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) plans to finance several new foreign trade operations, 
technical assistance programmes and extend loans to member 
countries in the next financial year. 

The IDB 1 s board of executive directors met here last Sun- 
day under the chairmanship of president Dr Ahmad Mo- 
hamed All to approve the annual budget, review activities 
and discuss new programmes. 

The Bank* s board of governors, consisting of finance min- 
isters from member countries, ls>io meet in Dhaka, Ban- 
gladesh, on 2 — 3 February 1985. •' 


Projects 


Major sewage water treatment projec 

• TAIF (Opccna) — A $16 J.2H million sewage water treat- 
ment project Is under construction at Talf, according to 
Saleh Al-Salcm, Governor of the Saudi summer cfcpfffcl. 

lie said the storage tanks would have a total capacity of 
167,000 cu.m, and initially provide 23,000 cu.m, of 
water, later Increasing to 100,000 cu.m., for Irrigation 
and gardening. 

Arab company to set up joint ventures 

• RIYADH (Opecna) — The Arab industrial investment 
company held Its annual meeting here fast week to finalize 
next year* s budget and examine the setting up of a number of 
Joint ventures In Arab countries. 

The projects include a smelter! ng plant and plants for the 
production of cranes and steel pipelines. 

The company, established In Baghdad In 1978 with a 
paid-up capital of $482.53 million, alms at setting up in- 
dustrial, power and engineering projects in the Arab world 
with private sector participation. 



Margan oilfield inaugurated 


DU(1AI (Opecna) — Sheikh Maktoum Bln Rnshlu Al- 
Maktouin, Deputy Prime Minister and Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi, inaugurated * Margan oilfield’ Tuesday. 

The onshore field, which comprises eight wells, will have a 
dally production capacity of 25,000 barrels of condensate. 

The first shipment of the field's oil was transported early 
this month through a 65 km pipeline, to Jebel All port, 
where two reservoirs, each with a 500,000 barrel storage 
capacity, have been built. 

Eight oil and gas wells have been drilled, in addition to 
three others for gas Injection, since the discovery of the 
field in 1982 hyAtlantlc Richfield Co. (Arco) and Britoll. 

Oman’s oil production 

ABU DHABI (Opecna) — Oman 1 s oil production will remain 
around 400,000 b/d for the next five years, according to 
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resonrces Saeed Al 
Shanfarl. 

In an interview with the ‘KhaleeJ Times 1 , Shanfarl also 
announced three new oil finds In the Sultanate, one of which 
Is expected to yield some 20,000 b/d by the end of 1985. 

He said for Oman to increase Its oil production would be 
'hazardous* and 1 illogical', even though It has crude res- 
erves of about four billion barrels which can sustain produc- 
tion for 25 years at current levels. 

However, Oman might consider some ’marginal revisions’ 
in the 400,000 b/d level to ’compensate for price fluctua- 
tions in the International market 1 . 


Ctimpfltties in Ml diva st 


• SAUDI DECORATION and Roofing Co. Ltd. has been set 
up In Jedda. The $842,000 capitalized firm Is owned by 
partners All Abed Rabb al-Rasool (44 JO, Mldorba (Peter 
Kildanl and Co.) (45 50, and Naheel Zakarla Ghattas 
(J130. The new company will manufacture suspension 
roofs, metal blinds and curtains, as well as aluminum shut- 
ters. 

• ARABIAN NORTHROBE Nesma Co. Ltd. has been formed 
In Jedda as a 50-50 joint venture between National En- 
gineering Services and Marketing Ltd. » and Northrobe Sys- 
tems Inc, The $280,000 capitalized Arm will undertake oc- 
cupational and professional training tasks. 

• ARABIAN GULF Services Co., has been set up with 
$140,000 capital as a 50-50 partnership between Suleiman 
M, and Abdulla M. al-Zaben. The Al Khobar- based com- 
pany will carry out construction contracts; deal In foodstuffs 
and crops; So general trading; and render commercial- 
agency services. 

• THE KUWAIT- Investment Office (KIO), the London- 
based arm of the Knwaltl Ministry of Finance, Increased Its 
interest In Barratt Developments of the UK to 12.45 million 
ordinary shares or 7 per cent of the company. 



By Sajld Rlzvl 


LONDON — Politics and Ihe debt 
burden have built up pressures 
that could significantly retard 
nuclear development programme 
in the Third World, while nu- 
clear growth in the developed 
world stands to benefit from the 
campaign against fossil fuel poll- 
ution. • 

Foremost are the political bar- 
riers. Iran's 20 -reactor plan, re- 
vived by Ayatollah RuhoIIah 
Khomeini, shows no signs of 
taking off amid opposition by 
suppliers in both East and West 
to Tehran's policies. 

Iraq's nuclear progrumine lies ....... ... . . 

in a shambles since Israel des- Total Thiri World reactors con- 

troyed its only reactor near nected l0 , P° wer B rlds or «■«*«* 
Baghdad in June 1981. construction 37 

Turkey' s desperate bid to end Total Thlrd Wor,d nuclear P® wer 
dependence on electricity from generation capacity 

Bulgaria and the Soviet Union is — — -- - — ■ 10,985 nw 

mired in financing difficulties Total reactors connected or 
and Greek opposition. under construction in industrial 

In Asia, Western and now So- countries of West and East 

viet criticism has centred on Pa- ■ ■ — 496 

kislan's nuclear programme and Total Industrial world power gen- 

tainted the world view of similar erdting capacity 392,503 

endeavours elsewhere in the mw 
Third World. 

It was the mid- 1970s when Vienna- based International Ato- 
developing countries started to Energy Agency (IAEA), lists 
look seriously al nuclear power ^ lve of a feasible nuclear 

as an alternative to dearer oil. Programme: 

Funding then could still be bor- Electrical grid size and rigid- 
rowed abroad; not any longer. ity; availability of qualified man- 

The debt crunch has meant Z™ 

precious earnings from cash ijJTj 

crops being funneled into bare- ^ 1 „ S i n 8 ' „ fn 0 ,!!! ■ ■ ? a X i1 ^ * " 

tone, industry or into servicing ,upp«t "nd fl nanci Dg-' 

Most economists agree the t difficulties often 

slraitjackel exercise will be jL av _^ 

necessary through most of this ?' 

centurv And in those cirrum- troduction of nuclear power In 

stances nuclear programmes am- de je loping countries, Skoelde- 

bitiously began over the last dec- agoncy 8 Sep ‘ 

ade have had difficulty staying tera b er bulletin. 

anoat * Financing for such a major 

Industrial stagnation result- project as a nuclear power reac- 
ing from world recession as well tor, however small, is perceived 

as brain drain have been other as “particularly risky by finan- 

reasons for the loss of momen- ciers (and) has not been easy to 
turn. find in the past decade. 

Robert Skoeldebrand, of the "Still,’’ he said, "when fin- 

Nuclear power: 

A Third World profile 

THE FOLLOWING data from the International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency In Vienna shows reactors on line or under con- 
struction In Third World countries as of December 1983: 

Con,ltr y Nuclear Status 

Argentina TTiree reactors, total 1,627 megawatts of 
electricity, two from West Germany, 
one from Canada. 

Brazil Two reactors, total 1,871 megawatts, one 

from the United States, the other 
£*.245 mw) from West Germany. 

LMim One reactor, 300 megawatts, made 

In China. 

Cuia Two reactors, total 819 megawatts, 

fro® the Soviet Union. 

Mila 7fV^ ctor x S ’ * otBl 2, 130 . megawatts, six 

u,320 mw) maiie domestically, two from 

Mpv . Si Un,t * d Sute8 ’ from Canada. 

Mexico Two reactors, total 1,308 megawatts, 

from the United States. 

Pakistan One reactor, 125 megawatts, 

from Canada. 

Philippines One reactor, 621 megawatts, from 

c _ the United States. 

South Korea Nine reactors, total 7,263 megawatts, 
rix fta® the United States, two from 
t-i— France, one from Caqada. 

T 4 ’ 924 mekanatts, 

. from the United States. 

#f r “ ctor » ■" Egypt, 

1993 ’’ ‘° b **‘“ Op * , * tlon ln 





An Indian nuclear power station: Almost self-sufficient in 
power plant production 


Mexico 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
South Korea 


Taiwan 


ancing would have been avail- 
able, but other infrastructures 
were weak, nuclear power pro- 
gramme have not been launched. 

"Yet when' infrastructures in 
general have been built up, fin- 
ancing problems have been over- 
come and viable nuclear power 
programmes now exist." 

He cited India, "which is now 
almost self-sufficient in power 
plant production." 

But India is an exception 
among some 120 developing 
countries that, through the 
1970s, struggled for self- 
sufficiency in fossil fuels. Many 
were thwarted simply by insuffi- 
cient mineral wealth, others inti- 
midated by the high cost of ex- 
ploiting indigenous oii or gas. 

Unlike OPEC nations such as 
Iran and Iraq, whose nuclear 
programmes presaged a future 
without oil, the non-OPEC 
nations found the nuclear chall- 
enge too daunting, and some 
quickly gave up. 

In the Asia Pacific region, for 
instance, "developing countries 
dependent upon energy imports 
have been bndly affected by al- 
terations in the term of trade 
over the past two years." noted 
Sir Peter Baxendell, senior man- 
aging director of Shell, in an ad- 
dress in Melbourne quoted by the 
OPEC Bulletin of October 1984. 

Aside from those who cut en- 
ergy use, others were "ham- 
pered by their lack of appropriate 
infrastructure, particularly in 
their attempts to diversify away 
from oil." 

Some of those who even had 
oil resources turned to tradi- 
tional vegetable and animal was- 
tes and scarce firewood. 

"Up to 500 million people 
throughout the world could he 
needing alternative sources oi 
fuel (other than oil) by the end 
of the century," said Baxendell. 
"Many of them are living atsuo- 
sistence level with no means to 
pay for their minimal energy re ‘ 
quirements. " 

Furthermore, he poinLed out, 
while nuclear power develop 
ment is still held back in some 
areas by environmentalist 
pressure groups ( particularly i 
the West) or political considera- 
tions (mainly in the East), i a11 ® 
natives such as shale oil, 
sands, solar and other renewal 
energy sources are unlikely , 
feasible because of the cost 
development. 
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Baxendell argues the case i 
oil maintaining its [J, 

place ln the energy 
this decade." Seen J. rol Jl eallS 
South's perspective, this » key 
oil bills are likely to remain a 
feature of the balanM _ 
payments, and nuclear pajj* 
remotely attainable alternati 
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With this card Hakam Zawaideh (12 years) won Star Kids Christmas Card Competition’s 
First Prize. Mabruk and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 


j — — v. 

The Jerusalem Star Christmas Supplement 


Look inside for Star Kids Christmas Card results, Christmas Recipe 
winners, New Year comics, the origin of Father Christmas, Shopping is 
fun in December and Christmas Tree Decorations you can make your- 
self. 


Have a Merry Christmas 

and 

a Happy New Year!! 
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Christmas 


On the occasion of Christmas His 
Eminence Bishop Selim Saycgh 
the Roman Catholic Bishop 
presents his Christmas message 
to the people of Jordan. 

"As Christians in Jordan are 
now preparing to celebrate Chri- 
stmas our thoughts and emotions 
arc directed particularly towards 
(tic place where the Christ was 
boro. Bethlehem, a place which 
is still under occupation. This 
prevents Arab Christians froVn 
nuking the pilgrimage, but our 
pleas to God arc steady for only 
God can soften our hearts so that 
we can work Cowards Justice and 
right and so that peace will re- 
turn to the land of peace. 

As we prepare for Christmas tie 
must be aware of Us different 
dimensions. 

The social dimension; 

Jordanian Christians are ex- 
pressing their Joy in Christmas In 
the traditional way with the tree, 
the Christ inns crib, lighting, 
gifts and decorations. It is the 
day of family reunion when all 
love and sympathy arc expressed. 
Jordanian Christians should not 
to be selfish in their Joy, but 
their Joy should be open towards 
tlic poor, and the miserable to- 
wards whom they should direct 
their children's thoughts. They 
should direct them towards the 
children of the world who are de- 
prived of food and sympathy, 
especially children's Ethiopia 
and the rest of Africa who arc 
dying of starvation. 

They should implant the Ideas 
of bumauityi Christianity and a 
sense of love in their sduIs and 
ask their children to give some of 
their belongings away to charity. 

But, a good Christian should 
not be satisfied with the social 
and humanity side but also In the 
spiritual side which Is the core 
and main aim of Christmas. 


The dimension of faith: 

Christmas says nothing except 
to those who believe Jn Christ, 
but It can lead them to deep 
peace io the possession of God. 
Christ came io earth and assumed 
our nature lu order to deliver us 
from the guilt of sin. Salvation 
consists above all in our being 
forgiven and given a new lire, be- 
coming sharers In the divine na- 
ture. 

The salvation Inaugurated by 
Christ's birth Is a salvation that 
is always of tills present moment: 
we retain In our hearts, the 
words of the angel: "1 bring you 
good news of a great Joy which 
will come to all (he people for 
unto you is born this day In the 
city of David a Saviour, who Is 
Christ the Lord." 

The spiritual dimension] 

Christmas is far from being 
Just a feast of tender love or a 
marvelous poem of childhood. 
What It reully means for the 
world aud for us Is (hat we en- 
counter Christ in person, with all 
the specific consequences such 
an encounter Involves. Jesus is 
Indeed God, but he is also a man 
who Is all that we are, except 
that he Is not a sinner. The fact 
of incarnation has completely 
changed man's life. The joy a 
Christian experiences on this 
feast Is deep-rooted, for the Lord 
lias cook to destroy stn and 
death, he finds no one free of sin 
and comes to set everyone free. 

Christian recognize your true 
worth. . . do not again live an evil 
life..." (Saint Leo the Great) 
... our encounter with Christ 
transforms us. It is not merely a 
psychological encounter, such as 
may be achieved In prayer, but 
ever since the Incarnation, it is a 
sacramental encounter through 
the Church and her sacraments. 
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20 - 23 December 

Complete with a toy fair • 
and 

Trevor Little 
The Childs Entertainer 
Flown ail the way from the UK 
Courtesy of 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
Other attractions include: 
Children's painting exhibition 
Cartoon Videos. 

Toy Fain with the beet toy shops in town 


"Asfourqa" 

"Mideest*- 


International Imports'* 
Petra Tradding &. Inv." 


"Al Waha Stores" "Sports and Activities" 
"Rand" "Cindy Kiddycraft" 

"ALA Trading" "Oar Al Yak the Shop" 

- Father Christmas Grotto 
Open from: 


3 pm - 8pm □ecarriban 20 and 22 
1 Dam - Spm December 21 and 23 

Nabatean Suite 
> 

Entrance fee JO 0.250 per person 

Amra Hotel 

FORUM |p HOTELS . 


FATHER CHRIS1MAS. Saint 
Nicholas. Robin Good fellow, 
lion ho m mil Nod. Knighl 
Rupert whatever we call him. 
the rotund fellow with the 
smiling face is universally 
loved and has come to be one 
of the major symbols of 
Christmas. 

Bui where did lie come from 
and how did he get here? A 
search for his origins lakes us 
back io the early days of Chris- 
tianity. 

The historical St. Nicholas 
from which Santa Claus origin- 
ated was the Bishop of Myra in 
Asia Minor during the early 4th 
century. Me was the most popu- 
lar among ull Christian saints. 
From the Middle Ages until today 
he has been the favourite patron 
and guardian of European chil- 
dren. Dutch and Flemish in par- 
ticular. 

On every eve of the 6 Decem- 
ber which is St. Nicholas’ day. 
children especially in Holland 
await his night visit. 

He appears in form of a hu- 
man being wiih a long white 
beard and dressed in a bishop's 
full clothes. His visit comes pr- 
ior to Christmas in order to pre- 
pare the youngsters’ hearts to 
receive Christmas. After he of- 
fers his advices. St. Nicholas 
distributes sweets to children 
when leaves them on bis while 
horse, their hearts arc full of 
love. 

Today St. Nicholas is believed 
to come again while children are 
asleep and place gifts in Lhier 
stockings hanging by the fire- 
place. 

Thousands of miniature shapes 
of St Nicholas can be found on 
sale throughout Europe before 6 
December and people still imper- 
sonate St Nicholas in Holland 
and some other European coun- 
tries on the eve of the sixth. 

In the Nineteenth century, the 
original stem, gaunt Saint Nick 
was to punish bad children by 
giving them switches and lumps 
of coal while he rewarded the 
good by offering sugarplums and 
toys. His reputation for generos- 
ity and kindness gave rise to 
many legends about his works. 

One legend says that he. on 
one occasion, gave a bag of gold 
to each of three poor sisters to 
provide dowries for their marri- 
age. St Nicholas had thrown the 
bags through the window. One or 
the bags which went through the 
chimney instead landed in a 
stacking drying in front of the 
fire. Ever since then children of 
the Christian world have hung 
their stockings on either 6 
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Father Christmas as Walld Amareen, Star Kids Christmas 
Card competition participant pictured him 


December or on Christmas Eve. 

To Americans. Santa Claus is 
the symbol of the generous and 
festive spirit of Christmas. He is 
a composite of folk traditions 
from many European countries. 
The name Santo Claus came into 
American English through the 
Dutch (Saint Nicholas or Nico- 
laus to San Nicolaas or Sinter 
Klaas and evenluallv Santa 
Claus) . 

His visit, in America, was po- 
pularly associated with Christ- 
mas instead of 6 December. IT is 
appearance also differed from 
that of the Dutch St. Nicholas in 
a way that made him look an 
American creation. Through the 
American influence. Santa Claus 
became a jolly fat red- habited 
man who arrived on a sleigh 
drawn by reindeer. 

Poems and pictures by artists 
of the 1 9th century helped to es- 
tablish the figure which Santa 
Qaus assumes in the minds of 
Children. 


American influence could be 
detected even in such far away 
countries us Australia aiul South 
Africa where Father Christmas 
complete with red suit descends 
chimneys to bring gifts for boys 
und girls despite hot weather. 
Christmas (the mass of Christ) 
is the conventional anniversary 
of the birth of Christ nowadays 
celebrated in most countries on 
25 December. It is celebrated in 
the Western rites by three 
musses, ul midnight, til dawn 
and later in the morning. 

The exact dale for the begin- 
ning of celebrations of Christmas 
cannot be traced precisely but 
since 3.1 6 AD. Christmas has 
been celebrated in the West to 
replace pagan sun worship which 
took place on the same dale. It is 
unlikely that 25 December was 
the actual daLe of Christ's birth. 
The choice of this season could 
be related to the general recogni- 
tion that the winter solstice was 
the turning point of the year. 
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PERSONAL COMPUTER (PC AND XT) 


Special 

Systems p-tVJI 
Company 




Packaged and customised. 

Arabic/Engl i8h software 

For home, school, college, business, hotels, 
hospitals... and more. 

We invite you to visit our SHOWROOM... 

AND TALK Tp'US ABOUT YOUR NEEDS. 
Shmeisani, Jawharat Amman Bidg. . 

Next to Qrindlays Bank 

Tel. 664221; Telex: 21123 
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Love, joy of giving and receiving, and 
forgiving is what Christmas is all about 



By Ibflsam Dabaneh 

Star Staff Writer 

AFTER FOUR days and on 
Tuesduy 2 5 ih December. 
Christian* around the world 
will be looking forward lo cel- 
ebrate Christmas; the day 
when Christ was born. 

The Star lasl week visited 
Amman's biggest stores and 
bookshops where people were 
busy doing their Christmas 
shopping. 

In Jordan, most stores and 
bookshops start decorating 
their shops early in December 
by putting up Christmas 
irecs. and colourful lights 
and offering certain items 
specially made for Ibis cele- 
bration. 

All the stores which The 
Star visited were crowded all 
day long with old and young 
in search of suitable pres- 
ents, clothes, Christmas de- 
corations and all (he necess- 
ary items of the festive sea- 
son. 

Christmas wouldn't be a 
feast without presents, it is a 
celebration in which every- 
body is expected to give and 
receive, particularly the chil- 
dren. For lilt* m the festival 
means the birth of a child. 
“Jesus" and a lime lo enjoy 
toys and sweets. 

In the shops, a large num- 
ber of kids move from one 
place lo another happy with 
the presents they have sel- 
ected. In the background ca- 
rols and songs are heard. It 
all contributes lo giving one 
the feeling that Christmas is 
around. 

In one of the bigger stores, 
one young lady was dc haling 
with her friend on whether 
to buy this present or that lo 
her four-year-old daughter, 
jnc told The Star that lur 
■T. Christmas is a time for 
frving not only presents, but 
a time to forgive past inis- 
axes and to love one ano- 
ther. 

‘Christmas in Jordan dif- 
from that in America, 

„ still it has its own 
wood, ’ said M rs Tagreed 
ob a, a mother of Ihrec- 
Jk ^half-year old daughter 
has been here for only 
after living for 
i0rne ume in America. 

Mrs Tob’a. who was look- 
B lor coloured balls for her 
2®* mas tree, said I hat 
f: Ces Christmas decora- 

- c are expensive com- 
erini* the prices in Am- 
ifi,, a, .P ul ‘ ‘ 1 was surprised of 
CW-P 1 * variety round of 
decorations. 1 ’ She 
Jio that one really feels of 
s s P‘ rit certain 
JJrtment stores in Am- 

thal 11 * ‘ri p ^ triate shopper said 
famii., r stmas is time for 
be SipVntoii and a time to 
hit? 1 •• y »? Ur fronds to eele- 
CkrhtMM . * adcle d that for 
thin« m ^ S 1 ,lke traditional 
decor,’ arrange the tree. 

Parc vL my house and Pre- 
■ re cipes espe- 
I ^yhiade fpr Christmas.” 

occasion, she said 

be ainifi l | ho ? se J samples of the 

! traditional Pales- 
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A nice place to lose 
yourself In 
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tinian embroidery as gills for Mf . %: . r f ■ 

my family and hand- made jjBE | v • f 

cards for my friends.” I none lift ‘ t WE . i ?’ - ’* 

°r, Ihe bookshops, two girls Christmas card 

selected their Christmas v v • Wqt < v / 

cards after sonic hesitation of f ^ & 

what to choose among the \\ y n 

wide variety on display. They ^ 


tinian embroidery as gifts for 
my family and hand- made 
curds for my friends ."hi one 




mh 


card corner Is always crowded 


what lo choose among the v, wmv-.: ^ 

wide variety on display. They ^ 

told The Star that ”we en- l ' ' 

tluisiuslically wait for Christ- ” vj^ ; 

mas and New' Year, hoping ty 

that the coming year will be a 

year uf joy and peace. " 

We have a bigger one al home! 


On the Occasion of X-mas 
Al- Istiqlal Library \ \ 

lias pleasure to announce Tlic opening of its Shmeisaiii 
branch on l'rida.v December 21 from 9-1 and' freim 

3:30 - 7 pin. • ■ • •! . 

Many Happy Returns 


\d m«i l j ritrSctfiiac X-Mas Decorations .Toys, Gitts, Greeting % 
f, We build Lnristmas Cards, Fancy Stationary, Engineering Supplies p 

; . from the base up. Office Supplies I 
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Crayola 9 takara kreul 

Palitoyi 


PLftYskcoi. 

baby toys 
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As Always & Since 1940. ISTIKLAL LIBRARY 

Gives You More Than You Bargain For. No Need To Shop In Different 

Places To Find What You i 9 Down Town Priance Moh'd Str. Tel. 22475 
Are Looking For. f # & Shmeisani Tel, 663130 
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For those who like to add their own personal touch to Christ- 
mas, I he Star offers a selection of handmade decorations and 
gifts for the festive season. 


Snowflake 

Materials 

You can use different colours of 
thick wool such as red. white, or 
yellow. A variety of coloured 
snowflakes would look very nice 
on your Christmas tree. 

Method 

1 Cut wool in 12 pieces, each 
piece30 cm long. 

2. Knot (1) six pieces from the 
middle, each one separately. 


< Now we have 1 2 lines. ) 

3. Gather one end of each knot- 
ted piece to another to form a 
circle. 

< Now we have 6 lines.) 

4. Knot ( 3) each of the six un- 
it notted pieces from the mid- 
dle to each gathered line. 

5. Gather one end of each of the 
last knotted piece next to it. 

6. Repeat steps four and five, 
and then four again. (See dia- 
gram) 

7. Knot (2) last knotted lines 
three times. 


8. Trim ends evenly leaving two 
gathered lines longer to tie 
for a loop, and now you have 
a snowflake for your tree. 


Knot 3 
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The most 


exciting Arabian nights 

with the Arab mu) Western bands 
the I ebanese, singer Khalil llallak ; 

the 1 Egyptian dance!' Maysa ^ J' 



accompanied by 
the oriental band 

Kanin Urns. 


■\>r resummons call, ft 60000 


The Star 

Always the right paper to advertise in 

mye 

Jerusalem &tar 

See how you can benefit from advertising with us 

Call us today and ask 
about our future supplements. 

Tel. 667177, 8, 9. 

Ask for Hamdan A1 Hajj 



Materials 


You can use this crocheted bell 
to hang on your Christmas tree 
as an ornament or use it as a bag 
for Christmas candy. 


Ball of thick wool. Crochet 

needle, size 'G' 

Method 

1. Chain 5, slip stitch together 
to form ring. 

2. Chain 3, 13 double crochets 
in ring, slip stitch into third 
chain st. 

3. Chain 3. ‘dc in dc of last row 
twice, 2 dc in next dc* 
(Repeat from *arond.). slip 
stitch into third ch st. 

4. Chain 3, dc in each dc of last 
row, slip st to close. Repeat 
this row nine more times. Cut 
wool about 3 ems away from 
last st and tie off. 

3. Cut three pieces of wool, each 
one metre long. Gather toge- 
ther fold in half, and knot 
near the fold. Gather each 
two lines together and braid. 
Knot the end of the braid, 
trim ends evenly. Cut wool at 
fold and trim evenly. Thread 
the braid through the top of 
the bell and tie it in a bow. 

6. Fasten wool at the top of the 
4th row of the bell. ‘Crochet 
ten chain sts, Skip one space, 
single crochet in next space* 
(Repeat from* arond.) Slip st 
in first ch st, lie off and cut 
wool. 

Bookmarker 

Materials 

10 twine threads, each one 

metre long. A coat hanger. 

Method 

1 . Knot each from the middle on 
Lhe hanger. 

( Now we have twenty 
threads. ) 

2. Gather each two threads toge- 
ther. 

(Now we have ten double 
threads or lines.) 

3. Knot each two double threads 
together: first and second. 


4. 


third and fourth, 
sixth, and so on. 

Knot the second and*thlrd. 
fourth and fifth, and so on. 
leaving the first and last lines 
without knotting. 

3. Repeat steps three and four 
two times. 

fi. Knot (2) first and fourth 
lines, seventh and tenth 
lines. 

( Now we have eight lines be- 
cause the second and third 
lines have been gathered and 
the eiglh and ninth.) 

7. Knot (2) third and sixth lines. 
( Now we have seven lines be- 
cause the fourth and fifth 
have been gathered.) 

Gather first and second lines, 
sixth and seventh, third and 
fourth and fifth together. 

( Now we have three lines.) 
Knot (2) first and third lines 
until about five ems long. 

10. Gather first and third lines 
and separate line two into two 
evenly numbered lines. 

( Now we hnve three lines.) 

1 1. Knot (2) the two separated 
lines until about six ems long. 

12. Wrap a string around all 
lines and knot (1) then trim 
ends evenly and cut the book- 
marker off the hanger. 

A.J.J. 


8 . 


9. 
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Who said Shopping Should be expensive!? 




Come and See our 
Special Low prices 

At Sports 
Activities Centre 
Fisher Price, Play . 

Mobile X-Mas 
Decoration, 
Dunlop, Tamiya \ 

3337 1 
Sports and 
Activities Centre 


. {■% , r» l..?i 

. ( fhL .*■ ( 



Don’t Miss Our Surprise 



20 DECEMBER' 1®®*“ 


Christmas decorations with a personal 
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iiiTERIALS: Oddmmis of Double Knitting 
25“ Ww- P’ ni ' .wftw. Wflf*. 

sed gem anu ™ nl of Uoffafi 
Sffti lOiJ'AmrrDonJ So. S(4 mmjknU- 

toiler xnpt a f w 0 • tatx «*“• 
taJyanii; UHUUIue, red pencil. 

iRHjjVlATlONS: To be read before 
-[Mbe K., bin P>w; p., purl; tliich, 
w u gofer, inf., increaie (by working twice 
II. I; da., demote (by Z in. 

w km., saekinf a - (*■ ^ lfu right side and 
, tufa wrong nJe); g.xt.. ganir si. ik. plain 
aiwyww); r.. ltd; it-., •**; hi.. Hut; y, 

I*-. p-< P t(n: /* • f ,nk - 

SOB: tr*rt adding extra piAtt tuck m anm 
iJ tin, tew « plate ivllh ordinary snniii; 
pjid. Neale* tul endi of hiuJ A.v ipu ading 
‘i kef brad Mil adht iiiv. 

A • ■ 

MlgtES %-w 

TO MAKE: Wuh No. Hi i3‘ i min > irerdlc. 
irlp- c«i w 13 f'-r mp --I biuL-le jdJ 
s.rk n follows. 

In (inc.) ion: ■ Inc. k »iv: rcrc.it from 

■ mi cod — 26 m. 

Iicpnninjj wuh i p. r*«w. s.s. It- rows. 

Xm vice.) row: • K. 2 ivji.: irjv.it mill 

■ roeod— 13 sr.. 

Bmk off vain kavmn j Ion? <.- 1111 , 1 lien 
iL«d ibis through rem lining Mi.. >lr nv up 
Lfiify ind burn oil, J.un imv cn-ls I mn 
wtaiideoul and liuff firmly. Mal e a twisted 
uid from a single urjiui 1*1 vatu 
UMDHKlf 14 cm (V : indies 1 ui length. 
)x« ends and push knmie.1 cuJ ■ min n>ji <>t 
kubk. Pull up yarn lightly nuiiitl kiumvil 
udi ind fasten olf, oversewing in ho!,l mrd 
apUce. Glut braid rounJ centre of Kuihlr 
Mike another 4 baubles in the -.jim- wav. 
obigoae each in w., r.. M. amt v. 

t 1 


• ms 


\t 


TO MAKE (2 alike): Wuh Xi. IftiJV, mm) 
mBa and m. chi on 12 sis. fur bottom of 
cue ud k. 1 row. 

» wilh a k. row. s.s. 40 niw*. 

yam having a lung end, thread 
Ha tough remaining us., draw up tightly 
Bduran off. Bend mund 1 cm Cb inch) 

* 01 Plf* cleanera. Roll knitted 

JHt round pipe cleaner and join row ends, 
“I® 11 on edge. Bend into walking 
nkihipe. Thread needle with 2 strands of 
1 Qj Moire ends of yam at one end of slick. 
y *H jWi round and round stick as in 
Iwsraph, then tecure at other end. Make 
JJ M “ for baubles. Knot ends 
“pun knotted euds of curd between 
*<t. it iop of cane, then oversew ata. 
BWdknoua pja re . 


CHRISTMAS 

fflCKINGS 



t3V« minT needL-s 
k I tw 5 00 ^ * U ‘ ^° r ^ si«-'kiiig and 

with a k. row, s.s. 16 raws. 
J* “■* " follows: 1st raw: K. 12, 

hkHZ'f’o 4 ’ turn - 3ld ™ w: K - 6* wn»: 

52»fi ,nm - Sth re * : K - 10 * iurn 

7lh raw: K. 14, iurn. 
ofn*' 0 *’ **’ ,urn - 9*^ row: K. tD end 

1 finite 7 rows. 

Jjtjjf to* Next row: • K 2 tog.; 
totnd-ioiti. 

-j ai raw: p - 2 1°g.; repeat front * 10 end 
'fort yarn j eavjpg a long end, rhre&ii this 

^S.aptstsss£ 
in ,he ' 3n,ewav : 
tfti sir I 

cuius 

10 to™) nee din 

•Wiwi: * n8 ‘ for 1° wer edge and work 

repeat from 
triik . n . .. 


with. p. raw, s.a. 15 raws. 

Jl 8 -*- n ££!** " for *““*■ 

,# 8 l Hln? ,,! * P - ^ rog-i repeat from 



k-wse*, repeal from 
»nd Join iar. 


. -S*"*!*. and join ia r. 
-a-' J * nh ■ k- row, *1. S raws for 

' 2 tppat fr® 0 



The face: For each eye make a knot ■> 
centre ofa lengthofbk. yam. Take ends ofyarn 
linough from face to back of head ( ^ re diagram 
' ^ epi 1 " 8 J-" 01 position cm 

halfway dnwnheod wit h2dearkni tied sis. I>pi. 
ween them. Knot endsof yam at back of head 

Make nose in the same way, using r. instead of 
bk and rhe knot in n horizontal position. 

The hnt: With Xo. 10 (M „un, needles 
and r. cast un 2R sis. and k. I row 

Heginmng with a k. row, s.-,. 4 rows 

Keeping o.ntiinmy „f s i, j C l . [ s , tiU>h 
end ul the rn-xi 1 1 rows — 0 sis. 

row: * p. 2 log.; repeat from • hi end 

Break 11 ft yarn leaving a long end. thread 
this through remaining sts. and fasten off. 
Jmn Make a twisted coni as fur bauble 
thread ends through point of hat and knot 
them on tire inside. Sew hai in head pushing 
a few Iuqjts of white yarn inside hat above 
eyes. 

The beard: With Xo. 10(3H mm) needles 
and w. cast on 12 sis. and work as follows: 

1st (me.) row: • Inc. k.wise; repeat from 
* 10 enJ— 24 sis. 

Working in g.st., dev.. I st. 4I each end »r 
the next ] 1 rows— 2 sis. 

K. 2 tog. and fasten off. 

Sew east on edge of beard ro faL-e as in 
photograph having ilic sides mrenng hat 
Make a couple .if whin- loop, around one 
finger .ind sc* centre of loops below nose fn t 
:i moustache. !.ew Imps n. heard. 


SNOWMAN 


Mht 
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TO MAKE: Make body, head and arms ns 
given for Santa, bui usmg w. ihrmi^lioui, 
■imiitmg braid at waist. 

The face: Make as given for Mama, hut 
using onuige fur row an- 1 -t. irking a small 
Wait si. lui mouth. 

The hut: Wuh Xo. I'J 1! 1 1 n.rti > ncntks 
ail. I HI. e.tsi un 2K sis. and I I row. 

Join in v. and beginning wuh a k row, 

2 ne«. 

"J s. 2 rows hi. 

Kcpcat the Iasi 4 rows, reuce, then the first 
J rows again 

Neil (dee.) row: With bl., • k. 2 log , 
iifiui I rum ’ in cud— 14 sts. 

Ne« (dec.) row: With hi., • p. 2 lug.; 
repeat Irom • to end — 7 ns. 

Break off yam leaving a long end. tj tread 
through remaining sis., draw up lightly end 
fasten off. join scam. Make a twisted cord as 

E iven for bauble and sew to top of head. Put 
11 un head and |>ass cord through hat 
between sis. Sew hat to head. 

The scarf: With No. 10 (3H mm; needles 
and bl. cast on 36 us., then cast off. 

Tie scarf round neck. 

The broom: Make a twisted cord with 2 
strands of brown yam. Knor 3 cm (IV, 
inches) away from folded end. Trim off yam 
2 cm [3 VS inches) away from knot and fray out 
ends. Sew broom along side on arm. 




ANGEL 


TO MAKE: Make body, head and amis as 
^iven fur -Samn, hut working budy in w. 
instead of r. anJ anus in w. instead of r., 


omitting braid at waist. 

Sew arms in prayer position as in 
photograph. 

The face: Work small v-shaped »u. fur 
eyes in bk., splitting yam to give a liner 
strand. Work n small pink st. for mouth. 

Colour cheeks and nose with red pencil. 

The hair: With y. make a hank to measure 
16 cm (6 Vi inches) across, winding yam 
round 16 times. Open up hank and sew 
strands to centre parting of head above eyes. 

Take strands each side of bead and sew there, put via any 

then join diem at centre back and lew there WWW OUg 

also. Now arrange remainder of hair to cover 
back of bead and sew itrandi In place. Make 
a small twist of yam for top of head and attach 
to head. Make twisted cord as given for 
bauble. Knot ends, then lew coni in place 
tucking knotted ends of cord underneath at 
hack. 

The halo: Form braid uuo a 2'S cm (1 
inch) diameter circle overlapping and gluing 
ends. Catch a point un one edge to back of 
head as in photograph. 


The wings: With No. 10(314 mm) needles Sew round upper edge of red aectkm on 


and w. cast on 32 au. mid working in g.st, 
dec. In. it each end of the next 14 rows — 
4 sts. 

Castoff. 

Gather centre of wings, then sew to centre 
back below neck. Catch wings to angel's back 
on cither tide of centre. 


"It 


TO MAKE: Work as given for Santa to 
Beginning with a p. row, a.a. 6 rows. 
Break off r. and join in w. 

S.s. 9 raws. 

Break off w. and join in pk. Tor head. 
Work as given for Santa from "* to ••*. 
The anna: Work as given for Santa. 

Hem of nupllce: With No. 10 T3H mm) 
oredles and w. cut on 26 ara. and k. 1 raw. 
Cast off. 


face 1 Make as given for angel, but 
working vertical st. for mouth. 

The naiz: With No. 19 (3 W mm) needles 
apd y. cast on 24 sts. and, beginning with a 
p. row, s.s. 10 rows. 

Neat (dec.) row: * P. 2 tog. ; repear from 
* to end— 12 sis. 

Break off yam, finish off and make twisted 
cord u given for snowman's hat, noting (hat 
p. side of work is the right side. 

The collar: With No. 10 (3Vk mm) needles 
and w. cast on 36 us. and k. 1 row. 

Neat row; * K. 2 log.; repeat from *to end 
— 18 sts. 

Cast off. 

Place round neck Joining enda at back. 

Song booh: With No. « (4 mm) needles 
and y. cast on 8 sts. and, beginning with a k. 
row, s.a. 4 rows. 

Cast off. 

Fold book in half and press, then sew 10 
hands as in photogranh. 
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from your friends at the Marriott 




Join us in happy melody with lhe Marrloli 
Madrigals singing Chrlslmaa Carols daily 
Irom December 18th to the 25th In the 
lobby lounge and restaurant, between the 
hours of 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm and 7:00 pm to 
10:00 pm. 


Lavish fare, rich wilh Christmas goodies In 
our Family Restaurant, December 24th 
lunch and dinner plus Christmas Day lunch 
buffet on the 25th, In addition lo our special 
Christmas dinner on the evening of the 
25th. 


&1 Waliipa y 


Bring the children to meet Santa CIbub In 
the lobby on December 22nd, 23rd and 24th 
Irom 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm. 


AMMAN 

Marriott 

HOTEL 


Treat yourself to our chef's Christ mas Food 
Creation, supported by our gourmet menu, 
in an elegant atmosphere with background 
piano music, In the most luxurious 
restaurant In Amman. 

Call us now at 860100 
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YEAR END FESTIVmES 




CDOWN 

lx. vn,s,Li;p i; 


music 


played by 
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Gala Dinner al the Crown Rotisserie See the New Year, 
at Amman's Finest Restaurant ! 

31 st December JD 15,000 per . person 

Start off the new Year with your family at our 
celebrated Luncheon Buffet in The Crown . 

1 st January , 1985 JD 7 per person 


Hotel J op dart Intep.QontinentsI 


Christmas pastries at the 

Cafe Boulevard 

CHEF Beiruti invites you 

lo our Pastry Shop to make your 

selection from his Christmas 

creations. 

Available from 10 am -6 pm 
December 15, 1984 - January 6, 1985 


means service 


HOTH t i)ORKWINTER; CONTINENTAL 


Candlelight Dinnef 

OtCLMBkWti t984 
LtS HUITRtS riMSST ^AlO" 

Warm Oysters ‘ f J Halo" Style 

LL FUMtT Ok POlSSOliltUSt AUX COQUILL tS 
ST .tflflkS 

Fish Soup Aniseed Ft Served with Scallops 

LLS QULNt LLLSOL LAfjl WSEfc SAUCL NANTUA 

i Lobster itintua" Sauce 

LL SORbllxTHYM 
rhyme jfaDert 

LA DlNDk FARCI.WX MARR0NS 
Traditional French ipnlurkey Stuffed 
With Che: jJ Puree 

Fm'm 


discotheque 


-■OW LA BUCH v“ mL 

Lb CAFt kT St l&GNARDIStS 

‘<i !JD 9,500 per person 


For reservation 



coil 41361 ext. 5 



ALMUKHTAR 

BALLROOM 




(flivwtmne w£ 

The InterContinental invites you 
to a Grand Christmas Feast 
featuring a Lunch Buffet ^ 
of International and Arabic j 
specialities. Entertainment ■ 
by The Tigers. ^ 

December 25 at 1p.m. 

Bring your children to meet fl 
Santa Claus JD 8 per person. n 
Children k'D 4 m 


Hotel Joptfsn Inter. Continents! MEANS SERVICE 



4 VJ 




The legend of the Cabbage Patch 
Kids 

Many years ago, a young boy 
named Xavier happened upon an 
enchanted Cabbage Patch, where 
he found very special Little People 
who called themselves Cabbage 
Patch Kids. 

To help fulfill the Cabbage Patch 
Kids’ dream of having families with 
whom to share their love, Xavier 
set about building a special place 
known as BabyLand General, 
where the Kids remain until each is 
chosen for adoption. 

Won’t you adopt a Cabbage 
Patch Kid and fill a little heart with 
love? 

Cabbage Patch Kids are based on 
the original soft sculpture creation 
by Georgia artist Xavier Roberts. 
You’ll find his signature on every 
real Cabbage Patch Kid. 

Cabbage Patch Kids are based on the 
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original soft sculpture creation by Geor- 
gia artist Xavier Roberts. You’ll find his 
signature on every real Cabbage Patch 
Kid. 

Thank you for 
adopting me! 

If you take care of me, 

I’ 11 always love you 

and I’ m very easy to take care of : 

• I’m very soft and cuddly; 
please hug me at least once a 
day 

• If I get a little dirty, please 
clean me gently with a damp 
cloth 

• My clothes (except for the 
diaper) can be hand washed 


My name, birth certificate and 
adoption papers are enclosed 
plus a few words about my :;p« 
cial personality traits 

> Please fill out my adoption pap* 
ers and send them in to my 
friends at the Cabbage Patch 
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Jerusalem &tar 


Please ma’am, can we have some 


The star recipe prize goes to Mrs Goonetill- 
eke’s truly splendid and festive traditional 
Christmas cake. The ingredients would make 
even Mrs Beet on think twice but Mrs Goone- 
tilleke says it has been with her family in Sri 
Lanka- for many generations and she still 
hakes it today. She has tried it out while she 
lias been living in Jordan and all the ingre- 
dients she states are available. Congratula- 
tions to Mrs Goonetiiieke and thank you for 
sharing your treasured recipe with us. 


mas 
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igreaienis o 300 grammes candied peel 

o 1/2 kilo raisins 

i /2 kilo sineed (special Hour o three quarters kilo prunes or 
available locally) mixture of prunes and dates 

• i /2 kilo butler o j /2 kilo cashew nuts or w-t kilo 

o I i/j kilos soft sugar almonds 

• 25 egg yolks © 1/4 kilo preserved cherries 

• 1/4 kilo ginger preserve © three quarters kilo preserved 


carrots ( see recipe below) 
o 1 jur strawberry jam 
o 1 bottle almond essence 
® I wineglass bees honey 
o 1 wineglass rosewater 
o 3-4 wineglasses brandy 
o Vanilla. essence 
o mixed spices, to taste 


1 . About a week be Tore making 
the cake, chop the cashew 
nuts, raisins, prunes, candied 
peel, ginger preserve, cher- 
ries. and carrots. 

2. Mix nil the fruit together, 
pour brandy into it and pul ii 
in an airtight bottle for one 
week. 

3. When ready to make the 
cake, roast the sinecd slightly 
and mix i /-» kilo of butter into 
it. 

4. I'm the other m kilo cl butter 
inu> a bowl and heal until light 
and creamy. 

5. Add the egg yolks one at a 
time, healing slowly 

6. Mix in the smeed gradually 

7. Add the fruit mixture, the sy- 
rup from the ginger preserve 
and the strawberry jam arid 
stir well. 

8. Add the remaining ingre- 
dients and finally twelve well 
beaten egg whiles. 

11 . Pour into a well lined (use 
Lumvn papers) 30cm x 45cm 
(12” x 18”) tin. 

10. Bnkc in a slow oven Tor 
about three hours, until firm 
but not underdone. 

11. Ice after one or two days. 


Home made 
Carrot 
Preserve 

To one cup of water, add 4 ta- 
blespoons of sugar, tat It boll 
and keep stirring. Add the 
carrots which should have 
been scraped and washed and 
cut Into 5 cm (2") pieces. 
Boll for 15 inJuules. 


Our runners-up are a little 
more simple but wc fell they also 
suited the Christmas mood. 

With her Christinas Chocolate 
Log Wendy Abu-Sa* ad offers us 
a recipe for an uncomplicated but 
very Chrislmasy cake that should 
delight the kids. 


e 3 Eggs 

o 2 j gi amines cocoa 

• 50 grammes flour 

• 7 5 grammes castor sugar 

• Filling: fresh or tinned cream 

• Decoration: chocolate, icing 
sugur. colour Tul decorations. 

Method 

1. Grease a rectangular oven on 
with a little butter, light oven 
and set at 425 (gas mark it- 

2. Sieve the flower and cocoa 
powder together three times 
( this allows air). 

3. Beat the three eggs and place 

together with the castor sugar 

in a bowl. 

4. Place the mixing bowl over • 
saucepan of hot water ana 
whisk the eggs and sugar 
together until light ana 
creamy and doubled in quani- 

i(y 

5. Remove the bowl from th* 
saucepan and continue 4 
whisk until the mixture 

Continued on page 9 
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Star recipes.. 

j Continued from page 8 

very thick. 

( b fold in the sieved flour and 
I COC oa mixture using a metal 
! s poon and a figure of eight 

7 Spread the mixture into the 
‘ n/epared tin and bake imme- 
diately in the centre of the 
oven for approximately ten 
minutes. 

g. When cooked, turn the cake 


onto a sheet of greaseproof 
sugar Sprm k* et * with castor 

9. Roll the cake up tightly with 
the paper inside and allow to 
cool. 

10. When the cake is cool gently 
unroll and spread the inside 
with cream (without the 
paper) . 

1 1 . Melt the chocolate in a small 
bowl over a saucepan of hot 
water, then slowly cover the 
whole cake with melted 
chocolate and allow to set. 


On the Occasion of the Holidays 
vr . and the New Year 
Chantilly 

ftesgnts jo the people of Elegant Taste the best kinds 
Chocolates and offers a surprise of the Swedish 
crystal Kingdom with the famous label 

Mats Jonasson 

bronze statues and frames in various shapes. 

20 per cent discount until the end of the year 
on: 

Swedish crystal - F - Marcolin brand 
French porcelaine tea and coffee sets “De 
Llmoge Coquet” - 

French Silverware - Ravine D‘enfert 

Working Hours from 9 AM to 9 PM 
Tel. 664293 
Shmeisanj - Amman 


£ m* 

llWEET 

UPERMARKET 

Wishes Us clients a merry 
Christmas and happy New Year. 

See our Christmas presen- 
tations.... 5th Clrcle . Jaba i Amman 

Tel. 81352^/812837 


%\)t £j 

Bfffltgatan &tgL 

12. When set sieve icing sugur 
over the log to give a snowy 
effect. 

Decorate to taste with 
Christmas motifs. 

Our second consolation prize 
goes to Nancy Habib for a recipe 
which should find favour with 
those who have a house full of 
kids over the Christmas holiday 
period. 

j»«.« a ? Cjrs . biscu Us are quick 
e “JJ° make, aJJ ingredients are 
readily available and suited to lo- 

cfous? M and lhey l00k deli - 


Happy Christmas 
and 

New Year 


. NEW ORIENT RESTAURANT 
(Abu Ahmad) 

THE MOST POPULAR RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 
SPECIALISING IN CHARCOAL GRILL DISHES 

^&- 3,d C,rcle 

41879 

Ar *man.Jordan Brilish / L I | 

Embassy 


3rd Circle 


□ 
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Snowflakes 

Ingredients 

• I cup butter 

• 6 tablespoons heavy thick 
labeneh or ] small Kraft 
cream cheese 

• 1 cup sugar 

• 1 egg yolk 

• J teaspoon vanilla essence 

• I teaspoon grated orange rind 

• 2 half cups sifted flour 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

• t/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

Method 

1- Cream butter and labeneh or 


cheese and sugar well 

2. Beat in egg yolk, vanilla ami 
grated orange rind 

3. Gradually blend in flour, salt 
and cinnamon which have 
been sifted together 

4. Form biscuits (cookies) on an 
ungreased biscuit tray 

5. Bake for 12-15 minutes in u 
350 degree oven 

6. Remove to cooling racks as 
soon as cooked. 

Now prepare coffee, sit down 
to rest and have a happy and a 
tasty Christmas. And thank you 
to our many readers who sent 
their recipes lo tantalise the 
taste buds of the Star staff 


QUARTZ WATCH.... A GIFT 
for you 

from AL WAHA OPTIKOS... 

On the occasion of the grand opening in the 
coming feasts. The offer (e open from today 
and until the end of 1984... a pendant quartz 
watch... to be presented free to you upon your 
buying any type of medical or aun glasses, 
wrist watch or a wall clock from 

Al Waha Optikos 
Al Waha Optikos 

Amman, Al Waha Stores, Wadi Seer Road 
Tel: 814129, 815625 

We are open dally from 9:00 a.m. until 9 p.m. 


ypur Tiistc of Goof Qf 


Gifts & Tableware from: 

Avnslev^bhina Porcela 


Aynsl^y "China Porcelaine ( s Raynaud 

_ fi&ccaraj Royal Copenhagen 

s Caaiport China Royal Worcester ' 

^ De Porceleyne Fles. Saint Hilaire. Silver- 

■ Etfiinsdu Marloir (Spade «. 

M^feleibf Wight Glass >VaT Saint Lambert > 
Kaiaer tforzellan .. . Waterford Crystal m 
. . T&adrp a A - •:#' Wedgwood “ 

^©blesfefr Crystal ‘ ’ 

* B * .J 

and tHe famoti* ■ ■ 


Special Prices 

For°X’mas 


rfaiSHtL'' 

J a b a I L ii we i b d eh, H a w o o z Circle Te i . 3949 8 
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Chocolate 
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Attention all 
Star Kids: 

Thank you for 

sending us 
your 

contributions! 

IT WAS lots of fun judging 
kid’s contributions to the 
Star Kids Christmas Cards 
competition. It also was a 
difficult task, since a large 
number of the participants 
presented genuine ideas 
and very new ones too. 
First we have to apologize 
for the reproduction qual- 
ity of the winning cards 
since some of the colours 
used were faint for our 
camera to register all of 
them clearly, so you 
should not judge the win- 
ning cards by the reproduc- 
tion in the paper. 

A jury of six sat down 
and gave points to 2 8 qua- 
lified entries. Taking into 
consideration the age, 
quality, ideas and ethnicity 
of the drawing, the judges 
chose the first three win- 
ners and the best two 
runner- ups. 

The first prize was given 
to a drawing by Hakam 
that took a long time to do, 
required careful work and 
successful combination of 
colours. It was warm and 
conveyed a correct feeling 
of Christmas spirit. 

The second prize was 
shared between two parti- 
cipants, the first one from 
Sayyid was colourful and 
lively, while the second by 
Sami was original and 
creative. 

The third prize which 
went to Zaki was a beauti- 
ful production of a six- 
year- old boy and his feel- 
ings towards Christmas 
especially where presents 
were concerned. The jud- 
ges had no trouble award- 
ing his drawing the Third 
Prize. 

Runner- ups made a very 
good attempt and were so ; 
close to the " winners so 1 
they deserved our riomina- J 
tions for complimentary t 
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. • Sayyid Mohammed Saleh ( 1 1 years) sharing the second prize with Baha* A) Nabulsi with this drawing. 

prizes. We could have __ 

went on discussing other ' ,• ‘ ; . 

They shouJd^aH us^andfar- * /M Fawaz M Ghoul (A years) drH ' vl " K - Thlrd P rl « ' T,n »*' 

Tfj? a P p ? int “ e nt . 7 U 7 S immediately at ward to hearing fr< 

nri 7 ^ Tf fL ° laim their 6 J 177 ’ 8 ’ 9 ' always. May w! wi 

fhe letter reason We have enjoyed your all a happy Christir 

the letter does not arrive contributions and inok f nr- an ftnim/ahlp 1 


i-. A -taAM. 
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• Zaki Fawaz AI Ghoul (6 years) drawing. Third prize winner 

1 77 c i " lmediatel y at ward to hearing from you 
1 ' / always. May we wish, you 

We have enjoyed your all a happy Christmas and 
contributions and look for- an enjoyable 1 985. 

— The Stan 

20 DECEMBER i« 4 
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• Unfortunately Hala Jouanefi’s (7 years) drawing arrived after the judges 
took their decision. She could haye collected enough points to be a winner. 



next C «me'Firid° tS ° f Warm ldeas fr ° m Farld Istetyeh ( 1 3 years). Betl 
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RIYADH (Opecna) — Saudi 
Arabia has achieved more in 
|} years than many other 
nations have accomplished in 
as many decades — particu- 
larly in the agricultural. in- 
dustrial and mineral sectors 

— according to a planning 
ministry report presented to 
King Fahd. 

The report, covering the 
period 1970-83. shows how 
government revenues from oil 
and other sources rose from 
S 1 .03 billion in 1969-70 to , 
I0S billion in I9XI-82. 

But following a 4 2.6 per j 
ccnl decline in oil earnings in I 
1982-83 over the previous j 
year, the revenues from both 
sources fell to $70.3 billion 

— an overall drop of 33 per 
cent. 

Government spending foll- 
owed the same trend, rising 
continuously from $1.71 bill- 
ion in 1969-70 to 80.8 6 bill- 
ion in 1981-8 2. and falling to 
69.97 billion in 198 2-8 3. 
some 13.5 per eeni down on 
the previous year. 

The kingdom’s gross 
domestic product rose sharply 
from $4.9 7 billion in I960. 
70 to 150 billion in I 98 I - 82. 
but following the decline in 
oil revenues, fell to 118.4 
billion in 1982-83. 

Crude production increased 
from J. 8 million b/d in 19 70 
10 8.5 million h/d in 1 974 — 
representing tin a veruge an- 
nual growth of 22 per cent — 
and stayed around this level 
over the next four years. It 
"ffto 99 million b/d in 
■980, but as world oil tie- 
jnand slumped. Saudi output 

1983 ° 5-1 b ^ J i" 

The planning ministry re- 
port says the average annual 
growth rale for oil production 
during 1970-83 was a ’ ‘ mod- 
*** .3.3 per cent, given the 
additions to reserves during 
[he period lota (ling 68 billion 
barrels. 

Crude reserves. which 
138.7 billion barrels 
iao l. ; had rcat ’hed around 
!r ii«f on barrels by the end 
01 1 9 °2, with last year’s fig- 
ures still under assessment. 

r „r he i nsla l Jeti capacity of oil 
| ci incries owned by the Saudi 
Petroleum and mineral orga- 
urzailon ( PeLromin) increased 
3 3 times, from 
^•OOO b/ d i n 19 70 to 
JO 1.000 b/d in 1983. while 
production at the plants rose 

v . 1 1 1 million barrels last 

year. 

nr«!i 0d ! lclion °f petroleum 
thp^ s by refineries in 
ue Kingdom grew at an an- 

rrnm ;Vc C ° f 2 -. 9 P° r cent. 
IQ 7 rwH’.? n, NH° n barrels in 
in 198° 323-8 barrels 

..J^ociated gas output went 
,S-” 0rn 20.6 billion cu.m in 
’70 to 52 billion cu.m, in 
•■oi- *, JT~ an annual growth 
«**7.3 per cent — but Tell 

0 33-6 billion cu.m in 1982. 

■ Utilization of naLural gas 
increased from 2.3 billion 
^ min 1970 to 10.5 billion 

an m jR% 19 * 2, re P resenlin 8 
A®- 7 per cent yearly 

1 ^owth rate. 


Pound at all-time 
low; dollar mixed; 
gold resumes slide 


LONDON I AI*) — The embattled British Pound, under pres- 
sure from falling oil prices, hit a new all-time low In oarlv 
huropean trading Wednesday. The US dollar was mixed’, 
while gold prices resumed their slide. 

The Pound, (led to crude oil prices because of Britain’s 
large North Sea reserves, was quoted at 1.1765 dollars at 
mid-morning in London, nearly a cent below Tuesday’s 
record- shattering close of 1. 1852. 

Dealers cited continuing reports that Organization of Pe- 
troleum Exporting Countries members were surpassing their 
tight production quotas and undercutting official prices. 

In just over five weeks, the pound has lost more than 7 per 
cent of Ms value. It has dropped by more than half since 
reaching 2.4525 dollars on Nov. 4, 1980. 

The US currency, meanwhile, was having a quiet da>v 
despite widespread expectations of fresh cuttrln US interest 
rates. 

in Tokyo, where trading ends before Europe’s business 
day begins, the dollar Tell for a third straight day, finishing 
at 246.90, compared with Tuesday's 247.05. Later Wed- 
nesday. In London, 78 2- 17953$ -5 247.33 yen. 

Other dollar rates at mid- morning, compared with late 
Tuesday: 

— 3.0872 West German Marks, up from 3.0865 

— 2.5493 Swiss Francs, up from 2.5482 

— 9.4690 French Francs, unchanged from Tuesday 

— 3.4845 Dutch Guilders, down from 3.4880 

— 1,900.25 Italian Lire, down from 1,903.75 

— 1.31605 Canadian Dollars, down from 1.3183 

The same oil market turmoil that hit the British pound also 
sapped golds strength. 

After closing at a 29-month low of 308.70 dollars a troy 
ounce Tuesday — down 5. 30 dollars from the previous day’s 
finish — gold rallied in the Far Last early Wednesday. In 
Hong Kong, It gained 3 more to close at a bid 31 1.39. 

But when markets opened In London, the selloff resumed. 
The opening bid price in London was 310. 20 dollars a troy 
ounce, compared with late Tuesday’s 309.50. At mid- 
murulng Wednesday, the city’s five major bullion dealers 
fixed a recommended price of 308.75 dollars. 

hi Zurich, the bid price was 309.00 dollars, down from 
310.00 lute Tuesday. 

Silver was quoted In London Wednesday, at a bid price of 
6.35 dollars a troy ounce, down from Tuesday’ s 6.395 and 
the lowest since 21 July, 1982. 


Days 

Currency 


Foreign Currency 


3. 0893 3.1040 3.0875 3.0980 3.0M70 
9.4670 9.5300 9.4640 9.4995 9.4760 
247. 10 247.87 247.55 247.45 217.05 
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248 

247.75 
247.50 
247.25 
247 

246.75 



Gold in 
Jordan 

AMMAN (Star) — Prices on 
Wednesday 1 9 December 
1 984 were as follows: 


What Money Earns in Foreign Currencies 


18 cl 
gramme 
2 1 cl 
gramme 
74 cl 


JD 3.100 per 
JD 3.600 per 
JD 4.400 per 


24 cl .... JD 4.4UU per 

One^kUogramme (9999) JD 
4100.000 

Ounce ... JD 136.500 
Gold Sterling ... JD 30.000 
(Central Bank) 

Rashadi Pound ... 3D 26 . 500 
(Seven gramme) 

Source: Youslf Abu Sara, 
Jewellers, Amman. 


Currency 

Period 

1 M 

2 M 

3 M 
6 M 
9 M 
12 M 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

5 Years 


8 7/16 
8 1/2 

8 9/16 

9 1/8 
9 9/16 

9 13/16 

10 3/4 

11 1/8 
II 1/4 
II 1/2 


5 9/16 
5 9/16 
5 9/16 
5 9/16 
5 9/16 

5 9/16 

6 

6 1/2 
6 3/4 


FF 

SF 

D FIs 

Yen 

Sterling 

Found 

10 5/8 

5 1/4 

5 11/16 

6 SI 16 

9 7/16 

10 5/8 

5 1/16 

5 3/4 

6 1/4 

9 9/16 

10 5/8 

5 

5 13/16 

6 3/16 

9 5/8 

11 1/16 

4 15/16 

5 7/8 

6 3/16 

9 13/16 

11 3/8,. 

4 15/16 

5 15/16 

6 3/16 

9 13/16 

111/6 

4 15/16 

6 

6 1/4 

• 9 7/8 

— 

— 

" — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 
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■n. akn,, .» those offered on the 1-ondon Inter ban It market 00 I 8 December to prion customers. Commercial banks and 
nuoclel companies offer the name rales leu a maratn of ranging between 1/32 of 1 X up to If2 of l X. But It may happen that for 
ujge deposits. »« banks oaj take no margin or eren offer higher rates than In London. Depending on tic b Institution’ g needs, 
margins ran change significantly. 

This Jerusalem Star — Ad-Uuslour surrey was carried out with I he assistance of Finance and Credit Corporation t Amman) and 
CAPITAL INTERNATIONA!. (CYPRUS). 















business 


• PRINTING OF the “time table" and supplements accord- 
ing to prescribed samples and quantities for Alla. Tender do- 
cuments arc available upon payment of JD 7 each. Closing 
date: 24 December 1984. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF offices for Ruqalra rural council In 
Islamic style — 400 square metres. Tender documents are 
available upon payment of JD 25 each. Closing date: 25 
December 1984. 

• SUPERVISION OF the sixth educational school projects of 
the Ministry of Education. Engineering consulting offices 
(civil and architectural engineering A, mechanical and elec- 
trical engineering D) can take part. Closing date: 29 Janu- 
ary, 1985. 

• INSURANCE OF marine trawlers and boats of the Ports 
Authority. Tender documents are available upon payment of 
JD 50 each. Closing date: 25' December, 1984, 

a INSURANCE OF vehicles of Jordan Co- operative Organi- 
zation comprehensively for the coming three years. Tender 
documents cun be had from the office on payment of JD 5. 
Closing date: 23 December, 1984. 

• INSURANCE OF cars and other vehicles of the Jordan El- 
ectricity Authority. Tender documents can be had on 
payment of JD 5. Closing dale: 15 January 1985. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF Marka camp post office under the 
Ministry of Public Works. Tender documents arc available 
upon payment of JD 10. Closing date: 25 December, 1984. 

• ASPHALTING OF town roads In Mamounla rural council. 
Tender documents are available upon payment of JD 10 
each. Closing date: 26 December, 1984. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF guard rooms in sevel locations with 
a 16 sq. metres area each. Tender documents are available 
from the Ministry of Public Works upon payment of JD 10. 
Closing date: 23 December, 1984. 

• PURCHASE OF 4 x 4 station wagon field cars by the 
Directorate of Public Security. Closing dale: 6 January, 
1985. 

• CLEANING OF Ministry of Supplies buildings. Tender do- 
cuments are available upon payment of JD 5 each. Closing 
date: 27 December, 1984. 

i 

• PURCHASE OF 150 mercury lighting units by Inba muni- 
cipality. Closing date: 25 December, 1984. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF dormitories for the employees of 
Queen Alla International Airport on an area of 580 sq. me- 
tres. Tender documents arc available from the Ministry of 
Public Works upon payment of JD 25 each. Closing date: 25 
December, 1984. 


Signs of a world 
recovery in a context 

of disinflation 


NORTH AMERICA and South East Alia experienced sustained growth la 1983. In 
Europe, those countries which bad succeeded in controlling Inflation In 1982 enlored 
a phase of recovery, others ware constrained by tho necessity of correcting their fin- 
ancial imbalance. The situation of tha heavily Indebted developing nations continues 
to give cause (or concern. 

The strong recovery of the American economy In 1983, resulting In a trade deficit 
of 70 billion dollars suitalned economic activity In (lie rest of the world. This favour- 
able erfecl was particularly marked In Canada, Japan, and South East Asia, where 
prodncflon recorered sharply. This recovery has not yat spread to all industrial Bi- 
llons, however. Large budget deficits In certain European countries: 12 . 2 % or GNP 
In Belgians 12.9 X In Northern Ireland; 1 1.9% In Italy; nnd In certain esses, high 
rates of fnflaUon!i2. 9 kin Spain and 1 2.7 X In Italy, forced the adoption of restric- 
tive economic policies seriously prejudicial lo growth. 

The heavily Indebted developing nn lions faced growing difficulties In reimbursing 
their. loans. Interest rates remained very high and I he dollar strengthened farther 
(3.7 JQ l hereby Increasing the burden of servicing external debt, 80 X of witch had 
been contracted la dollars. Approximately half or Hie total debt was rescheduled in 


1983, a historical record. The rescheduling agreements reached were conditional 
< anon tha Introduction of revere economic programmes to stabilize the external balance 
or payments, and to reduce the lord of domestic demand. Under those conditions, . 
Latin American countries suffered severe recession in spite of the North American 
economic recovery. 

Inflation In the OECD countries was kept lo 5. 3% on average, compared with 6. 5 X 
In 1982 and 9. 1 X In 1981, as a result of a series of favourable factors. The fall In 
tha price of oil (down 12. 5 JQ at the beginning of the year played an undeniable role. 
In addition, the economic recovery of a number of countries favoured an increase In 
pradactlvUy, thereby reducing production coats. At the same time, there was a signi- 
ficant redact I on lu the rate of Increase of wage levels. New wage round agreements 
reflected diminished expectations of Inflation, Indexation classes becoming scarcer 
and loss blading. In those countries which hare benefited Tram the Implementation of 
restrictive monetary policies dor log recent years, disinflation has reached Its effec- 
tive limit. Elsewhere the counter- 1 afla lion try measures Introduced as late as 1983 
have hot yet had sufficient time to produce their full effed: 

BNP group report 


Countdown to 1 9 8 6 
for Saudi Arabia 


By Robert Pouliot 
Star Economy Analyst 

THE CHANGE of mood was radi- 
cal in the Saudi Kingdom in 
1984. At ihe end of 1983, Capi- 
tal International had issued 
harsh financial and economic 
prospects for (he kingdom. Here 
were the outlines of our “Saudi 
money market and banking re- 
port. ' ' 

“Saudi Arabia's sharp eco- 
nomic contraction sparked an 
unprecedented money crunch 
since the late 50's. The Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA). the commercial bank 
network and. lo a lesser extent, 
private businesses have become 
net sellers of US dollars in 1983 
and will continue repatriating 
funds from ubrond throughout 
1984. though on a much smaller 
scale. The drop in net assets held 
overseas by the kingdom is con- 
servatively estimated at S 15 
billion during (he 198 3 Grego- 
rian year. Massive purchase of 
Riyals have tightened the 
squeeze on Bahrain's OBU’s. On 
(he domestic scene, many banks 
report a drop in demand depo- 
sits there is no room left to 

lower reserve requirements and 
prospects for the crude oil mar- 
ket remain sluggish." 

The 40- page report was very 
badly received by major business 
groups and bankers in the coun- 
try. Many termed it as overly 
pessimistic and criticized Capital 
International for its exageration 
about downward trends. 

Despite the poor performance 
of the world oil market, the busi- 
ness mood then was very high. 
As a representative of one major 
trading group put it: “Saudi Ara- 
bia still has billions of barrels of 
crude oil and no mailer what 
happens, things are bound to im- 
prove in 1984." Well, they 
didn’t. In fact, ihe overall eco- 
nomic and financial conditions 
continued to deteriorate. 

Inventories of goods and ma- 
chinery had to be sliced consid- 
erably during the first half of 
1984 to adjust to cover demand. 
The number of bankruptcies 
soared and government paym- 
ents, though generous during the 
last months of the 1983-84 bud- 
ge! year, slowed down lo a re- 
cord level thereafter. Hundreds 
of foreign and local contractors 
suddenly faced dramatic delays 


in the settlement of receivables 
from the State which had decided 
lo require a 100 per cent appli- 
cation of contract conditions. 
Sure enough, as Finance Minis- 
ter Abdal ’Khaii insisted, “there 
is no delay in government 
payments." Indeed, once a debt 
is recognised by the State, 
payments are swiftly made. The 
problem lies however in the re- 
cognition of those debts. Unless 
a construction work meets ail the 
contract requirements (which is 
virtually impossible in the best 
environment — the contractor 
may meet 90 or 98 per cent of 
the contract), the debt is not re- 
cognised. 

Mind you, Saudi Arabia should 
have been tougher previously on 
contract implemention, espe- 
cially during the boom years. But 
in 1984, the situation was ex- 
tremely difficult, to a point 
where even bank guarantees had 
to be called in by the Slate. 

Meanwhile, National Chemical 
Industries went bankrupt t af- 
fecting seriously the Geneva 
based Dar Al-Mal Al-Islatni and 
Saudi Cairo Bank) and the broth- 
ers, Ali and Falid, a very impor- 
tant contracting group, had to 
declare a 120-day moratorium 
on total bank debts of $400 mill- 
ion owed to over 100 banks in 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain. Hong 
Kong, Europe and America. The 
moratorium due to expire at the 
end of January 1985 in order to 
repackage the whole Shobokshi 
indebtedness under the supervi- 
sion of Morgan Stanley in New 
York, has the following impact 
on the Saudi banks: 

Exposure to the 
Shobokshis 

In SR millions 

National Commercial Bank: 106 
Rlyad Bank 80 

Arab National Bank 5 1 

Saint! Cairo Bank : 50.6 

Saudi International Bank : 33 
Bank Al-Jazlra 25 

Al-Bank Al- Saudi • 13 

Al- Holland I 

Saudi Arabia Investment : I 2 
Bank 

Saudi American Bank : ift 


This doesn't mean that the 
Shobokshis will actually de lull 
but the Saudi Banks, which ac- 
count for at least a third o' ihe 



EC energy commission 
financial assistance to 


- Ibtlsam Dababneh 
Star Stafr Writer 

AMMAN — An agreement worth 
5,500 European Currency 
Units was signed last Tuesday 
between the EEC delegation 
headed by Mr Christopher Aud- 
land and the ministers of Energy 
and Planning lo provide techni- 
cal and financial assistance to 
Jordan in the field of energy. 

Addressing reporters at a press 
conference, Mr Christopher 
Audland, Director Genera! of 
Energy Commission of the Eu- 
ropean Community (EC) in 
Brussels said, under the agreem- 
ent, the EC will provide the min- 
istry of energy with advice and 
help In setting up energy plan- 
ning services. The duration of 
the project will be three years 
from (he date of Us actual im- 
plementation and is expected to 
commence next month. 

Mr Audland pointed out that 
energy co-operation with Jordan 


is not limited to this projc as 
the EEC general co-oper, ion 
agreement with Jordan is ac< m- 
panied by a financial proi ol. 
He added that EC has alsorfi >ed 
in financing two projects fo x- 
panding the Jordan eh ric 
power networks. Apart fro: lis 

the EC is ready to receive j ja- 
nian experts to important s.< >o- 

sia and workshops in the fic of 
energy that are organized b« the 
EC. 

Total amount of EECs a s- 
tance to Jordan has reached '0 
million European Currency l it 
last year in the fields of elec c- 
ity, projects, universities id 
scientific institutions. 

Mr Audland pointed on at 
his visit to Jordan is par a 
tour in the Middle East x- 
plain various aspects of U n- 
munity’s successful poll*. In 
1973, Europe was depen. **n 
imported oil Tor 62.% of jy 
but how it has been red. to 
32%. -Jordan is keen to ir in 


overall debt, musl prepare them- 
selves for the worse. 

Now, the mood has completely 
changed in the Kingdom. My vi- 
sit last week in Jeddah and Riy. 
ahd shows that Saudis have in 
fact become overly pessimistic 
and are geared for a very tough 
year in 1985. Yet, inventories 
might have to be slashed down 
even further in view of the poor 
petrodollar performance. 

The current budget forecasts 
total expenditures of SR 260 bill- 
ion (about $73 billion) but (here 
is no way that revenues plus the 
SR 40 billion authorised budget- 
ary deficit will reach that level. 
In fact, the amount lo be spent 
will at best reach SR 220 billion 
and might be closer to a range of 
SR 200-210 billion. Most of the 
pressure will be applied on capi- 
tal expenditures and mainte- 
nance, therefore affecting the 
contracting sector. This year 
alone, inventories of machinery 
and construe! ion equipment had 
to be lowered by as much as 50 
per cent by several large trading 
groups. 

Throughout the kingdom, the 
business attitude has become 
cautious and noncomiltal. The 
best case is illustrated by the 
on- going equity offering of the 
National Company for industria- 
lisation, a new venture pul toge- 
ther by Mohsoun Jalftl. Goals of 
the company have become so 
confusing (hat investors are shy- 
ing away and the subscriptions 
might never reach the minimum 
in a country where usually each 
new equity Issue is over-subscri- 
bed. In shorl, investors are now 
very critical and won't take any- 
thing for granted anymore, 
which is a very healthy sign. 
Prospects, though, might be dif- 
ferent with the upcoming offer- 
ing of Ihe Al-Rahjl group which 
is being put together by Al-Bank 
Al- Saudi Al-Fransi. The equity 
will definitely be over- 
subscribed simply because of the 
Al-Rahjis’ repulalion. The ven- 
ture aims to establish the first 
Islamic Financial Group in Saudi 
Arabia. 

to provide 
Jordan 

to similar direction and EC will 
help it and now they are taking 
practical steps to do so. 

Mr Audland underlined the- 
necessity of exchanging exper- 
iences and expertise between ine 
EC and the developing countries 
which he added, could be yalu- 
able to them in planning tM 
energy policies and to redu» 
their exchequer on oil imp 0 * 1 ®- 
The European countries are try- 
ing to limit their growing oil 
mand, he said. For this, the t*- 
has to develop a methodology ‘ 
help developing countries i 
planning their energy policies as 
well as lo give national suPE? 
to specific energy projects. J? ' 
rope has succeeded »n r ® duc * ! 
energy consumption by 2 u pc 
cent, he said. 

, During his visit to Jordan 
Audland held talks with MhmJ 1 ® 
of Planning and the Minister o 
Energy, The delegation left Am- 
man last Tuesday. 
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A summit 
can solve 

all the 
problems 

By Ya’coub Jnbcr 


ARAB LEAGUE Secretary General 
Chazli Klibi was touring Arab capitals 
ihis week in a bid lo arrange an Arab 
summit conference. The long- sought 
conference has been unjustifiably de- 
layed for about a year and it is uncer- 
tain if Mr Klibi's attempt would suc- 
ceed. taking into account that some 
aspects of inter- Arab differences have 
sharpened in recent months and given 
vent for fresh argument against the 
usefulness of a new summit that could 
inflame liie already persistent dis- 
putes. 

But this does not obscure the fact 
that an Arab summit is needed now 
more than any other time in the past 
(wo years following a scries of regional 
and international developments that 
call for a common Arab sinnd. Certain 
Arab states, however, will continue lo 
oppose the summit under the pretext 
that such a high-level conference 
should be held after all or most Arab 
differences are removed to puve the 
my for a healthy atmosphere to ensure 
a reasonable degree of success. Some 
dates may oppose it simply bccuuse 
they do not want to come to terms with 
other Arab countries or commit iiiein- 
wlves to collective steps. 

Opposition lo the summit in all its 
forms is not convincing because only 
within such a conference that conflicts 
«n be openly discussed and find solu- 
tions. In addition, a summit offers Ihe 
tel chance for agreeing on a common 
Arab approach tliul is becoming in- 
creasingly essential lo cope with the 
next stage of Middle East diplomacy 
and because of escalating Israeli chall- 
enge in Lebanon and the occupied Arab 
territories. 

to Ihe meantime, repealed Arab calls 
w international action cannot be ex- 
acted to be taken very seriously in the 
wrence of a solid Arab consensus on 
*nal needs to be done in the search for 
n acc eptable settlement. Such a con- 
eiisus will not be sufficient to advance 
^8 Arab cause as it needs lo be 
““Pled with practical collective steps 
guarantee that the Arab point of 

Mred* 8 respected and no l 0,1 S er is- 

This is because the next two or three 
aie absolutely decisive in shaping 
® ititure of the region. Within this 
k or lime, cither a final settlement 
fol! eaChed or a P r °longcd confrontation 
a confrontation with means 
fllme nsions different from those 
sjwed any phase throughout the 
tQ ry of the Arab-lsrueli conflict. 
JJ*. Cerent no- war-no-peucc stale 
shnuii “ cx PCCted to continue and 
can** nat allowed to continue be- 
ta fi?rli? der ,srael finds the way easy 
ocnS. er , consolidate its grip on the 
!l2» .> ands and P la n fresh expan- 
fteiin! a .£ ventures ' encouraged by the 
world relatively safe from 

iiia ini COnde . mnalion because of grow- 
« Bni«S r " ati - onal indifference to what 
by th«? °u ln llle Middle East caused 
and t # i, 8 inability to act decisively 
• aae the necessary moves. 

C lhatime for a summil has come lo 


Beane*!!*- 8 common strategy and on 
effort- , Piling it into effect. If the 
one r l' j , convene a summit fails, no 
st 2es ir?!? blame any group of Arab 
to breal i l decide to act on their own 
. • l *to present deadly stalemate. 


AMERICA S REJECTION of an inter- 
national peace conference on the Middle 
East, the situation in Lebanon and Eu- 
rope's Middle East role are highlighted in 
this week's press commentaries. 

Al-Akhbar, the Egyptian newspaper, 
Insiics out al the US stand towards the es- 
tablishment or an independent Palestinian 
slate and its rejection of an international 
peace conference on the Middle East. It 
says that despite the US and Egypt's ass- 
ertions on many occasions, that they seek 
durable and just peace in the region, yet 
(he US is still slicking to its positions 
without introducing any shift while Egypt 
is exerting maximum effort for the cause 
of peace. 

“America's unchanged positions are 
based on rejection of the idea of a peace 
conference, refusal lo hold any contacts 
with the PLO or exercise any pressure on 
Israel, and even refusal to activate Rea- 
gan's Middle East peace plan", writes Al- 
Akhbar. 

It calls on the United States to couple 
words with deeds to avoid further deter- 
ioration in the volatile Middle East area. 

Al-Ahram, another Egyptian new- 
spaper, also regrets the US stand in the 
General Assombly against the resolution 
calling for the establishment of a Pales- 
tinian state and holding an international 
peace conference. It. however, describes 
the resolution as the strongest one in the 
history of the assembly regarding the 
Palestinian question. 

"The most important elements in the 
resolution are the assertions that the 
Palestinian question is the crux of the 
Middle East problem and that no just and 
comprehensive settlement can be reached 
without PLO involvement on equal terms 
with other parlies. 

In Kuwait, Al-Ra‘i Al-A'am ex- 
presses the view that the United Stales 
will nol adopt a balanced policy in the 
Middle East because the tension and tur- 
moil in Ihe region do not affect the United 
States and thus it need not change any of 
its policies. 


Al Fajr 


Al A ksh 


All parties, small or big, seem to be ro- 
tating around a vicious circle which they 
do nol know where to brenk: From Leba- 
non, the Middle East or Geneva where the 
superpowers plan bilateral talks. 

Okaz, a Saudi newspaper, condemns 
the new massacre committed by the Is- 
raeli occupation forces against Lenancsc 
civilians in South Lebanon. It says that 
the massacre is connected with Ihe stale- 
mate which the Naquora talk, on Israeli 
withdrawal from the South has reached 
because of Lebanon's insistence on not 
surrendering to the Israeli blackmail. 

The paper also suggests that the deterio- 
ration of the security situation in some 
parts of Lebanon could have been caused 
by Israel in an attempt to pressure Leba- 
non into accepting the Israeli terms. 

"The Naquora talks will remain dead- 
locked and Israel will commit more mass- 
acres in the occupied South unless all the 
Lebanese factions unite in one front with 
the sole aim of expelling (he occupation 
forces", asserts the Saudi paper. 

Al-Ral Al-A'am of Kuwait casts doubts 
on the seriousness of Western Europe’s 






Commenting on US opposition to the 
General Assembly resolution, the Kuwaiti 
newspaper says Washington wants peace 
as envisaged by Israel, and s ucto P® 8 ®® 
seeks to strip the Palestinian people from 
their right to have an independent state 
and to treat- Palestinians as refugees. 

Al-Nahar, a Lebanese newspaper, sees 
a vicious circle dominating the P re sent si- 
tuation in Lebanon in particular and in the 
Middle East in general. It explmns that m 
Lebanon, rival groups exchange artillery 
shells while in the Middle East as ; a whole 
the parties exchange political she Us, and 
all that Is happening comes within me 
search for solutions and settlements. But 
the reality that governs the situation is 
!Se inability of all to reach a solution 
through peace or war. 


mr.ml 


|o«upJed frrritorfa' 


efforts lo find a solution to the Middle 
East problem. It says that the European 
Community lias not been able to act in- 
dependently from the US influence and 
therefore it confined its efforts to slogans 
and statements. 

The Kuwaiti paper refers lo the absten- 
tion of the European countries at the Gen- 
eral Assembly with regard to the resolu- 
tion calling for the establishment of an in- 
dependent Palestinian state, saying that 
the abstention is an example on Europe s 
indifference to the Middle East iss- 
ues. 

Jordanian Press 

Ad- Dust our in Amman comments on 
statements made in Cairo by US Assistant 


Secretary of State Richard Murphy in 
which lie rejected the idea of an inter- 
nationui peace conference but said that 
the US wanLs peace in the Middle East. 
The paper says that Murphy has declined 
to tell us how peace can be achieved in the 
regiou when tliu US fully supports the Is- 
raeli aggression and thus increases Israeli 
extremism, while Washington opposes 
every peace initiative, whether it comes 
from the Arabs, the Europeans, the So- 
viets or even the United Nations. 

Al-RaH newspaper writes that Ihe reso- 
lutions adopted by the UN General Ass- 
embly deal a new blow lo Israel's oppress- 
ive and racist policies, but these resolu- 
tions need the mechanism that can pul 
them into effect. This mechanism, the 
paper adds, should be provided by the 
Arabs themselves as the lime has come 
for the Arabs to realize that it is no longer 
useful to wait for others to step in and 
solve their problems. 

Israeli Press 

Shamir loft for the US to ask [or addi- 
tional US aid writes Koteret Rashit. We 
do not know whether Shamir obtained an 
advanced approval to gel the extra assis- 
tance, or he went there to discuss it yet. 
U Israel's request for additional assis- 
tance was refused, Israel will have to face 
an embarrassing situation in the Western 
World as a beggar knocking on US doors 
We await the solution of this riddle with 
great concern, it adds. 

Maariv says that Sharon is known for 
his undisciplined attitude, hence it would 
be only natural of him to transform his 
private case agninsl Time magazine into 
ah Israeli issue. 

The government has agreed to cover all 
the expenses incurred by him and his en- 
tourage during their stay in New York. 

[I is to the government to refrain from 
paying Sharon's expenses. His case agai- 
nst Time is nol a basic consumers item 
that merits subsidy, the paper comments. 

About Naquora talks Halsofth reports 
that we did not achieve anything yet from 
Naqoura talks with Lebanon. The Le- 
banese officers have rejected proposals by 
Israeli officers. The [.ebanese sec that 
Unifil has to be deployed southwards to 
I the international border line, while they 
| see that the South Lebanon Army remains 
untouched and detested. 

Therefore, it is in the interest of Israel 
lo puflout unilaterally because the Israeli 
troops in Lebanon will always remain ex- 
posed to danger, it warns. 

Davar expressing concern over closing 
down Ata Textile Factory, says (hat we 
must not allow Ata Textile Factory to 
close down. There are over 60,000 Is- 
raeli workers involved in this business 
who are struggling bitterly against the cri- 
sis in the textile industry. At one time 
was the symbol of pioneering and techn- 
ology. Who is to blame for the collapse of 
this important industrial complex anti 
wbal has lo be done? The coalition gov- 
ernment was set up lo save the economy, 
therefore it must noL continue to survive 
i after Ihe closure of Ato factory, the paper 
l suggests. 
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TALK ABOUT morality scums lo be out of 
Cushion these days. At best it evokes a tol- 
erant smirk on some faces. Yet it seems 
lo be that if wc are to see issues clearly we 
must sometimes reduce them to bare ess- 
entials and consider what is true and what 
is not. I intend to look at the issues that 
have arisen about our feeding the Afri- 
cans. about arms control, about terrorism 
and about Palestine. 

The Ethiopian government has charged 
that the United Status is ultimately to 
blame for starvation in Ethiopia. And of 
course our people have rejected that 
charge us rediculous, which it is r Yet it is 
(rue that Americans, public unci private, 
did not spring into action until u BBC TV 
crew had in October confronted them vi- 
suully with the honor of starvation. 

Why not sooner? The facts were already 
known. The New York Times had written 
a dozen stories including four on (he from 
page before the TV expose. The drought 
had been going on. and off, off and on. in 
various parts of Africa for more than a 
decade. Yet we Americans were able to ig- 
nore it for the most part until we were hit 
in the face. 

Nor am I at case about the morality of 
our denying Ethiopia the benefits of 
“development" assistance after 1974 be- 
cause the Ethiopian government had not 
satisfied the claims of a spice company 
for compensation for nationalization of its 
factory in Addis Ababa. 

I*m sure the authors of the amendment 
lo the Foreign Assistance Act had the best 
of intentions. But is it really just to add 
even marginally lo the sufferings of starv- 
ing people because of such a financial 
issue? ‘"Development", I should explain, 
is what we might do for Africans in a long 
lertn sense in addition to humanitarian 
food aid to enable them to survive years of 


Issues of 

morality the 
revival of 
comic strips 

drought, like building access roads, nr 
storage, or teaching them lo fertilize 
properly and to avoid overgrazing In 
other parts of Africa this sort of tiling has 
worked well. 

On arms control, jf I am not mistaken 
the central issue is that the Russians want 
us lo give up "star wars" and (he 
research into possible defence against 
missiles, our representatives know well 
how essential it is for the survival of man- 
kind dial wc should come lo terms with 
(he Russians on control of. better, reduc- 
tion of. even better, elimination of nu- 
clear weapons. Yet they are under great 
pressure from hardliners at home to reject 
the Soviet proposals because the hardlin- 
ers believe the Russians can’t stand the 
cost of the latest turn in the nuclear arms 
race, and they see glimmering on the ho- 
rizon the outside possibility that the Un- 
ited States might once again gain nuclear 
dominance, as ut the beginning of the nu- 
clear era. 

Fortunately we have Nltze as our ne- 
gotiator. He is a man of exceptional 
character quite immune to irrational 
pressures. But unfortunately his ultimate 
boss is in the White House where political 
pressures are the order of the day. 

As for terror, it is hard to look it 
squarely in the face when the victims of 
terror are around. But just remember, 
this is war by another name. The ex- 
ponents of terror are waging what they 
think is a heroic struggle for a noble 
causa. They are not criminals, cowardly 
or cruel. They see themselves as martyrs 
who will have their reward in heaven. 

Finally, the Palestine issue. Here there 
have been so many obfuscations and hypo- 
crisies over the years that it is hard to 
know where to begin. Let me try to go to 
the heart of the matter by saying that the 
US government has. most of the time ( ex- 
cept under Eisenhower) allowed itself to 


be bamboozled by Zionists into accepting 
the basic proposition that Jews have 
rights in Palestine and Palestinians do 
not. The very word “ Palestine" has 
fallen into disuse except among old hands 
like me. After all. didn't Golda Meyer 
question the very existence of Pales- 
tinians? rtie Zionists prefer to talk about 
Judea and .Samaria. 

But lest it he said that 1 too am guilty of 
obfuscation let me add that 1 realize that 
the issues are complex and that the Jews 
too have rights, though they may. like 
Sharon, have overstepped those rights. 
The big question, the answer to which wc 
now await with baited breath, is whether 
the Reagan administration will find the 
courage in its second term to sort out 
rights from rights and wrongs from 
wrongs, and to give the Palestinians their 
due. 

Remember Mutt and Jeff and Elmer, 
and Joe Palooka. and the Katzenjammer 
kids? They and other comic strips have 
given way in recent years to comics that 
aren't funny at ail, but philosophical and 
supposedly wise. Peanuts in the fifties 
was perhaps the introduction, a cross be- 
tween comedy and philosophizing. Then 
in 1978 came Garfield, a very wise cat 
whose thoughts are sometimes beyond 
me, and then Doonesbury. Doonesbury 
isn’t funny at all. The Washington Post 
has the good grace not lo run him on the 
funnies page at all. He is sardonic, a little 
snd. sonic say depressing. 

Kids usually don't understand Garfield, 
and they don't read Doonesbury, who 
started out in college and has now gra- 
duated to disillusioned adulthood. Others 
have tried to follow the same dismal pre- 
scription. 

According to a survey by Metro Comics 
there are 90 million readers of the comics 
in this country, but only 28 million of 
them are kids under 17. Kids, it seems, 
are put off by the new trend towards seri- 
ous comics. They also don’t care much for 
the "romance" and adventures of some 
of the serials that were designed for 
them. 

So comics publishers like Universal 
Press Syndicate are trying to revive the 
“funnies." One new one is *‘UG", a 
likeable, fat furry creature whose 
concerns are ephemeral and amusing. 
And they are hanging on tight to old fa- 
vourites like Blondle, and Beetle Bailey, 
and Nancy and Sluggo. Any suggestion 
that they should be suppressed raises a 
terrible howl from readers. 





Expansion and contraction 


UP TO DATE Israel was able to expand 
the land area that it has been enabled to 
occupy. In their hearts many over- 
conceited Jews look to their late surren- 
der of the Peninsula of Senia as a tactical 
movement of temporary nature and conse- 
quently Lo restore the peninsula, another 
war with Egypt, shall be inevitable in due 
course. The Jewish occupation of the 
Egyptian territory of Taba is a clear proof 
of the above- said intentions of Israel. 

Yet those Jewish extremists hardly feel 
that the augmentation of the Arab land 
they confiscate takes place at a lime when 
another more Important ground is being 
lost to Israel. That ground Is the dlataoe 
of difference beLween the highly advanced 
Jewish cliques possessed of sophisticated 
technological know-how and their Arab 
opponents of similar qualifications. 

The Arab world, whatever the gloom- 
ness of its present atmosphere is generat- 
ing more technicians, scientists, military 
airforce pilots, much better naval capa- 
bilities in terms of warships and man- 
power. Moreover the whole Arab mental- 
ity despite .all its shortcomings is being 
shifted from* the romantic and emotional 
setback of an agricultural society to that 
of quite more elevated and more compli- 
cated status. 

The Eslarhic -world is bojling with sup- 
pressed anger for all that is going Dirin- • 
Jerusalem and for the failure of Muslims 
alone of all -.nations aqd creeds from, 
reaching Jerusalem the second most 
sacred place they bold in. highest respect. 

Israel has reached the climax of its ag- 
gressive achievements and is suffering 
the inevitable down trend of everything in 
life that realizes any sort of a climax. 
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Was there a poisonous gas or pho- 
spheric and other kinds or bombs not 
hurled on the heads of children and 
women in the dead of night? Were re- 
fugees spared of any fierce Held artillery 
or supersonic jet bombers? Was there any 
sort of torturing devices and most inhu- 
man activities of most villaneous atroci- 
ties that were not applied in the frighten- 
ing prisons of Israel where thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners including young 
school girls and boys were put under un- 
precedented methods of consternating 
torture? And the world knows and the 
whole world stands hypnotized, absolutely 
inactive and ununderstandably silent. 

The era of Jewish climax of evil is now 
gone just because nothing worse in the 
way of abuse of human values and ideals 
and human laws and dignity could be 
done. The Jews really had a chance of 
vomitting out generations-old poisonous 
hatred. Their pent-up rage against Titus 
and Hitler and others who persecuted 
their ghettoes in Europe and elsewhere 
has been most satisfactorily spread out. 
They even claimed the arts, the products, 
the heritage and all kinds of achievements 
or their victims for themselves. They al- 
most touched near the Nile and the Eu- 
phrates. 

~ 1 wonder. If anything dark and devilish 
that passed the mind of an indignified Jew 
has not so far been avenged by undescrlb- 
able offences to innocent Arabs that 
never had any sort of share In the immor- 
tal hatred of humanity to Jews. 

So what next., there is text the undefl- 
able laws of nature decreed by Allah that 
nobody can challenge. There looms in the 


dark the surely coming disintegration and 
quick collapse of the biggest fallacy, the 
most bloody comedy and the darkest chap- 
ter in human history, the big lie of an Is- 
raeli structure in the land of 
Palestinian Arabs and on the bones of 
their unburied victims. 

There is something starting to happen 
in the world. Something that rarely takes 
place. From the very ashes of Palestinian 
corpses, Palestinian massacred rights and 
demolished homes asound of the truth is 
gaining momentum and is starting to 
make itself heard in the very valley of 
death where no voice but that of the Israe- 
lis could be beard or allowed to exist; 
from the stronghold of Jewish influence 
and Jewish most dexterous conspiracies; 
from the United States where the few, 
who really knew among the almost 
wholly- fooled population of that upstart- 
ing giant power, were mugged, silently 
persecuted or most skilfully eradicated. 

From that very sphere of Jewish in- 
fluence- the voice of truth is gaining real 
momentum. Most serious and wise 
level- minded people who have wisdom 
enough for correct observation confirm 
that the clook Is quarter- to- twelve for an 
American universal crackdown on the un- 
believably collosal Jewish Influence In 
America. . - . 

Thoy-speak .of wide-spread conscious- 
ness of the grievances of ,the; God- fearing 
American layman' caused by jews and Je- 
wish unending demands and impertinent 
pressure on American Institutions. Those 
knowing individuals seem to expect an 
outburst that may occur even before the 
nineties of this about closing century. 



Israel’ s 
nuclear 
activities — 1 

YUVAL NE’EMAN. former Israeli 
minister of science and development 
did not reveal a secret when he told a 
reporter last week that Israel has the 
facilities necessary to produce a nu- 
clear bomb. 

There has always been a strong su- 
spicion that Israel's nuclear reactor ut 
Dimona has the capacity lo produce 
atomic weapons. 

Arab thinkers, however, are divided 
when it comes to dealing with Israel 
growing nuclear threat. Some suspect 
that all the talk about Israel's nuclear 
capacities can be included as part of 
the psychological warfare that is being 
waged on the Arab people. The threat, 
they maintain, is not real. It is only in- 
tended to intimidate Arabs and let 
them live constantly in fear. 

Some other Arab thinkers carry Is- 
rael's nuclear activities to the" other 
extreme by exaggerating Israel's ability 
lo actually use these weapons in a war 
situation. These thinkers argue for In- 
stance, that an increasing military, or 
even economic, pressure on Israel will 
prompt the latter to open up its nuclear 
arsenal, and actually use atomic bombs 
to bring about a quick end to any future 
"serious" Arab attack. The truth, I 
think, lies somewhere between the two 
attitudes. 

We should not regard Israel's nu- . 
clear activities as meaningless on tri- 
vial developments. We should not, In 
other word, play down, the seriousness 
of Israel's nuclear threat. But, at the 
same time, we should be careful not to 
overestimate or amplify the possible 
accomplishments of that threat. The li- 
mitations and drawbacks of Israel's 
nuclear programmes should be pointed 
out alongside the shortcomings. 

It has been revealed that, as a result 
of Israel’s Prime Minister Peres’ visit 
to France a couple of weeks ago, the 
two countries were to resume coopera- 
tion in the field of atomic energy deve- 
lopments. France is to supply Israel 
with a nuclear power reactor. This lat- 
est Franco- Israeli cooperation is quite 
ominous because, to start with, it defi- 
nitely does not advance the cause of 
peace. It also brings to mind a dark 
page in the history of nuclear coopera- 
tion between Israel and France. 

It is no secret that it was Peres him- 
self who negotiated with France m 
1957 over the construction of the Di- 
mona nuclear reactor which was built 
under a secret agreement between Is- 
rael and France. From his position at 
the time as director-general of ine 
Defence Ministry, Shimon Peres, the 
current prime minister guided the con- 
struction of Dimona. n . 

A comprehensive history of the Di- 
mona plant in a new book by Leonaro 
Speclor, a non-proliferation ex P£ rt 
the Carnegie Endowment in wasn- 
ington, says that France, besides help- 
ing to build the reactor, apparently also 
agreed to give Israel glans for its re- 
processing facility to extract plutonium 
from spent reactor fuel. France- 
may have agreed to reprocess fuel fjonj 
Dimona in its own facilities and to 
send extracted plutonium back to is- 
rael. 

Furthermore, In $ recent article m 
the "Wall Street Journal," Karen Ell- 
iott House says that Jsrael has elude 1 j 
international safeguards and apparency 

developed the capability to build nu- 
clear weapons. But, of course, me 
questions remains: why Israel does 
just go public with its nuclear program- 
mes. 


20 DECEMBER 




m; 


heritage 










J 


r\ 


V 




a 




Men and women of Bethlehem, 1850's 


v i 




J' 


* V. 


F 1 


woman of Nablus, between 1867 and 1876 




:r' 




r - • 


W 


' ■ / 




l.lj H, 


: '< Xvr 




'■V-'".-.; /! 


mm 








v>,vr„». 






f:x 


:, 4 ' 


' *•: 


?./r 




lit 




«r*r^ — • - — w - 




Palestine, 




and forever. . . 


“IT IS important to 
preserve our archives 
because they assert the 
dignity and identity of a 
nation as well as pres- 
erving the continuity of 
its history” says Dr Ah- 
mad Sharkas, director 
general. 

National Archives Week 
which is taking place in Jor- 
dan now, helps to draw the 
attention of the public and 
private sectors to the impor- 
tance of archives in our lives. 

Through the documents and 
historic photographs now on 
exhibition \ye can gain some 
idea of tliT life and people of 
Palestine as they were in the 
last century and help to keep 
alive our historical memory 
of times past and a life that 
now seems changed beyond 
recognition. 

As Dr Sharkas says, ar- 
chives help to develop a 
socio-political framework 
based on an historical foun- 
dation which can lead to an 
integrated, harmonized nat- 
ional framework of thought. 
This helps to prevent a gap 
developing between our 
socio- cultural perceptions 
and our material and eco- 
nomic situation at a time of 
rapid change. 

In a situation of political 
upheaval and physical dislo- 
cation this task is all the 
more daunting, and yet all 
the more necessary. 
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Good news for young artists 


• If you arc under sixteen years 
of uge and unjoy painting or writ- 
ing. the good news is Tor you. 
Shankar's International Chil- 
dren's Competition is on again. 
Children from around the world 
arc invited to send their paint- 
ings, short essays and stories Tor 
the competition. Headquarters 
for the competition are in New 
Delhi, and Indian ambassador to 
Jordan Pyarc Lai Samoshi says 
he would like to see lots of chil- 
dren from Jordan entering their 
work. 

Mr Sanloshi points oul that al- 
though the Shankar competition 
attracts over 150.000 entries 
every year, children from Jordan 
have been regular prize winners. 

The last dale for receipt of en- ' 
tries is 31st December. 19X4. 
The entries nre to be sent direct 
to the Secretary, Shankar’s 
international Children's Compe- 
tition, Nehru House, 4 Bahadur' 
Shah Zafar Marg, New f>:lhi — 

1 1 Q 002. Copies of the compel i- i 
lion rules arc available front the ( 
Indian Embassy. 

• Merope and Andy ' Co u Ison' s 
Pre-Christmas cocktail 1 must be 
the highlight, of the festive sea- 
son this year. Everyone agreed it 
was a party not to be missed. 
Both the British Ambassador Mr 
John Coles, and his wife Anne, 
and the Australian Ambassador 
Mr Richard Gate, were sighted 
through the throng. Andy's col- 
leagues from the British Em- 
bassy were well represented — 
including Betty and Martin 
Hicks, new-comers to Amman, 
Laurie and Heather Evans and 
the much talked about Eddie All- 
eyn. 

Many familiar local faces ap- 
peared in the crowd — Touma 
and Ginny Hazou, Reem and 
Adib Habayeb, Ellen and Rami 
Khoury as well as Hanna und Syl- 
via Halaby. 

Conversations were wide rang- 
ing — Halida Latta, wife of the 
British Council's David Latta, 
discussed Tunisia. Zhang Tlcjlan 
mused over the difficulties of 
Arabic and an American who 
preferred to remain un men- 
tioned valiantly attempted to 
defend his country's Middle East 
policy. 

At the end of it ail Merope 
looked amazed that daughter Ka- 
tie, a toddler, had slept through 
il «“■ 

• Students of the third prepara- 
tory and first secondary of the 
International Baccalaureate 



Mr Pyare Lai Santoshl 

School had a rather unusual out- 
ing last Monday. They went to 
tlic Mahalta area and prepared a 
plot of land to embark on a 
tree- planting scheme. Planting 
this park will be conducted dur- 
ing the weekends of December 
- and January under the supervi- 
■ sion of their teachers including 
» Samar Klldanl and Brian Maude- 
*_sley. 

• The park, which is the first st- 
age of a project suggested by the 
Mayor of Amman Abdul Rb* uf Al 
Rawabdeh will include walk- 
ways and (i children' s play- 
ground. 

The IBS undertook this project 
ns part of the Service Section of 
Lhe pilot scheme which is a preli- 
minary to the establishment or 
the Crown Prince’s Award. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan some time ago look steps 
to set up a National Award 
Scheme. Work on this is conti- 
nuing but meanwhile the pilot 
scheme has been set up by IBS. 

The Award Scheme exists in 
some 40 countries all over the 
world under a number of differ- 


ent names. The International Se- 
cretarial is in London. 

The Award Scheme is a pro- 
gramme of leisure time activities 
designed to challenge young peo- 
ple. stimulate them to personal 
achievement, and develop their 
self-reliance and sense of social 
responsibility. 

0 Springtime in Paris is the 
happy pros pe cl for Ahmad 
Omelsh, winner of first prize in 
a competition organised by 
Sopexa the French company de- 
dicated to the promotion of 
French food exports throughout 
the world. Mr Omcish’s prize is 
a return trip ticket to Paris and a 
one week stay at the Paris Inter- 
continental Hutel. 

Prizes in the competition, 
which was arranged in conjunc- 
tion with u display or French 
food in Jordan last April, were 
presented this week by French 
Ambassador Jacques Alain de 
Sedouy during a cocktail parly al 
the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel. 

Second prize winner was Bader 
Nabulsl who won a week's stay 
at the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, lyad All from Sweileh, 
Glbrll Bathani, Ranla Batman! , 
Helene Batranl and Henri Cha- 
raall of Amman and Mahmoud 
Bader, Faysa Bader and Haysam 
Bader of Irbid were next on a 
winner's list of over 50 lucky 
people. 

The prize winners also 
received congratulations from 
the many prominent Jordanian 
importers and traders in French 
food who attended the cocktail 
party and who, no doubt are 
looking forward to Sopexa' s next 
exhibition which Is planned for 
some lime in 1985. 



Mr Ahmad Omelsh receives bis prize from Reach Ambassador 
Jacques Alain de Sedouy. 
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Another passion 

IF IN the springtime a young man’s fancy turns lightly to 
thoughts of love, then in the winter, everyone's fancy turns 
swiftly to yet another passion. .. food, That cold nip in the 
air seems to stimulate the digestive juices, gets the old sto- 
mach rumbling and wills our bodies to move in the direction 
of the kitchen to see what we can find. 

There are a variety of concoctions that need just a little 
effort to produce filling results. Here are a few of my winter 
favourites: 

Potato soup — Get out the pressure cooker and put in 3 
tablespoons of buller with one onion, finely chopped. Saule 
the onions until clear, then add one quart of water Lwo tea- 
spoons of salt, and while that is coming to a boil, peel two 
potatoes and cut into small pieces. Add to pot and close to 
cook at full pressure for five minutes. Cool the pot by run- 
ning cold water over it until pressure value goes down. Then 
open, puree contents in blender of food mill, add one quart 
of milk and a sprinkling of black pepper. Return puree to 
cooker, bring to a boil and it is ready to serve in cups, a 
warming drink for those coming in out of the cold. 

Mushroom soup — Melt 3 teablespoons of butter in a large 
pot and add four tablespoons of flour, stir until the flour 
browns and (hen add two quarts of milk. Stir constantly un- 
til the mixture thickens and then add one tin of mushroom 
bits, salt and pepper to taste. Bring to a boil again and 
serve. As to the mushrooms, I personally prefer the Chinese 
mushrooms over the Spanish ones. The Spanish mushrooms 
are packed in water, salt and citric acid which gives them a 
sour taste (hat I don't think mushrooms should have. The 
Chinese mushrooms are packed in water and salt and are 
more to my taste. 

Baked custard — Add to four cups of milk, four table- 
spoon sugar, and six well- beaten eggs, pinch of salt. Strain 
this and pour into a well- buttered baking dish. Grate nutmeg 
over the surface and place the baking dish into a pan Tilled 
with one centimetre of boiling water. Bake in a moderately 
slow oven for about one hour. Test the custard to see if it is 
done by sticking a knife into the centre. If the knife comes 
out clean, then the custard is cooked. 

[f you arc on a budget, you can save a little on the local 
popcorn which pops just as well, if not belter, than imported 
kinds that have been silting in a tin for a while. And if the 
corn doesn’t pop with all the vigour it should, this is rem- 
edied by moistening the kernels slightly with a tablespoon 
of water and then storing them for 24 hours before use in a 
closed container. 

Hereesa — This is a local pastry that is quick to fix. To 
three cups of semolina, add one teaspoon of baking soda 
pinch of salt, and one cup of sugar, mix well. Add one cup 
of yoghurt and stir well. Place in well- greased baking tin 
and bake in a moderate over Tor about 35 to 45 minutes, or 
until the surface is browned. Let this cool while you make a 
syrup of one and a half cups of sugar and an equal amount of 
water. Boil for ten minutes then pour this over the surface 
of the hareesa. Cut the hareesa into squares while it is still 
warm and serve. 

All of these dishes are filling but require little time to pre- 
pare in case you are a busy person with a heavy schedule or 
just would like to fix a bit of something extra for those times 
when everyone’s fancy turns swiftly to thoughts of food. 



CAPRICORN — December 21st to Janu- 
ary 19 th 

The indications are that tbis Is a very 
good week for dealing with officials or 
people in authority, just providing that 
you make yourself plain. In your working 
life, you appear to make some extremely 
good progress where your career is 
concerned. In the romantic field, a wish 
of yours concerning an affair of the heart 
should start to materialise during this 
coming week, and everything should ap- 
pear quite satisfactory for you. 
AQUARIUS — January 20th to February 
18th 

Where your working life is concerned, 

1 'ou .would be very well advised not to 
ump lo conclusions if changes seem to be 
n the air. You will find that these could 
be' very much to your advantage in the 
long run. In the financial Held, your In- 
stinct may tell you to economise , during 
this coming week,., in^ptfler lb help your- 
self later. 

PISCES — February .19 th to March 20th 
You would do well not to get too 
friendly with a colleague at your place of 
work during this coming week, for the in- 
dications are (hat you may regret this at a 
later dpte. In the domestic field, the ac- 
tions of a dear one should prove their af- 
fection for you now. Show them that you 
appreciate this. 
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ARIES — March 2 1st to April 20th 

On condition that you allow yourself lo 
have no change of mind where decisions 
that you make are concerned, then this 
should prove lo be an excellent work 
where your working life is concerned. 
The indications are that the evenings of 
this week should be very gay. Your perso- 
nality should come well to the fore, and 
you will find yourself very popular. 


you should use your Imagination where 
your personal spending is concerned. 
CANCER — June 2 1 st to July 2 1 si 
You would do well to try to concentrate 
on getting as much done as you possibly 
can as far as your work is concerned this 
week, for you could make quite a lot of 
progress in this direction. Socially , an 
unexpected, but at the same time, pleas- 
ing Invitation could arrive around mid- 
week. 


Intimate Starca sts 




TAURUS —April 21st to May 20th 
Whero your career is concerned, 
another person may withdraw from a plap 
of yours: If you have to go it alone, then 
this should be quite successful. You 
should find that you cap afford to relax a 
little more than of late, and the. tension 
should ease considerably. Where finances 
are’bttncemed, you could receive jiewsof 
an increase coming your 1 way very^oori, 
and in the social field; you appear to have 
a very exciting week . 

GEMINI — May 21sf to June 20th 
Not much good to try to push ahead with 
a business idea which you may have’ had 
in mind recently, for a standstill state ex- 
ists/ The- week may not go as you expect. 
However, towards the end of this week, 


LEO — July 22nd to August 21st 
You may Teel just a little restless during 
this coming week. However, you would be 
unwise to commence a new venture at this 
time. An unforeseen circumstance could 
land you into a social obligation some time 
during this coming week, but this should 
bring pleasure also. ■ 


LIBRA — September 22nd to October 
22nd 

At work, a sudden change in the atti- 
tude of a superior could worry you just a 
little, but this should prove to be quite i un- 
necessary. You would do well to keep 
things in the usual channel and stick w 
routine where possible, for this is not 
very exciting week. At home, everyining 
should run smoothly, although you niay 
need to be very firm with a younger mem- 
ber of the family. 

SCORPIO — October 23rd to November 
21st . c . 

This appears to be one of 
weeks workwise, for some , e /T nce 
Take a gamble, for there is every chan 
that it should pay off very successfully- 
Your expenditure could prove to be Q u ‘ 
heavy during this coming week, but t 
same time, should be very well worm 

SAGITTARIUS — November 22nd t» 
December 20th 


VIRGO r^rAagust 22nd to September 21st * You need just a little more confi 
The coming week starts on a brisk fibte^*lMw*iness just now. Praise leaa ' c f* v 
as Tar as business is concerned, and you promotion should be coming Y 0l “.rr y,ju 
should find yoprself making very good the very near future. Ask for wn* j 
progress career- wise. At , home, you want, and let your point of view m j ( 
would be well advised not {o exert your known, for this should be an 
will too dogmatically for the moment, and week for you. In the social new- of 
you will find that improvements will be pear to have a very busy weex «« 
quicker in comipg. you, and receive lots of mvitauoi 
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Concerts 

ThA Bovil Cultural Centre presents an * Evening of Songs and 
Marie’ by the Baladna Group 
Sunday 23 December at 6.00 pin. 

Aknat the RCC is a special Christmas Concert by the Bruton 
Khtf College Choir. 

Wednesday 26 December at 7.00 pm. 

Exhibitions 

The Royal Cultural Centre, in co-operation with the Depart- 
ment °f Documentation, Libraries and National Archives, 
oresents'an exhibition of documents and historical photo- 
graphs of Palestine as part of National Archives Week. 

Continues until Monday 24 December 

The Fttnch Cultural Centre presents an exhibition of oils and 
aauarelles by Swiss artist Nelle 

Continues until Saturday 22 December 

Also at the French Centre Is an exhibition on Antoine Bour- 

fclle which continues until 7 January. 

The Alla Gallery presents an exhibition of work by Farouk 
lanbaz. 

Continues until Thursday 27 December. 

Films 

Italian Film Week continues at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
F ilms to be shown are ‘Where do you take your holidays’ 
(comedy) 

Thursday 20 December at 8.00 pm. 

’Red Desert’ (Drama, directed by Antonioni) Friday 21 
December at 8.00 pm. 

The French Cultural Centre presents ‘La Modification,’ a 
1970 film directed by Michael Worms and starring Maurice 
Rouet and Enunanuelle Rlva. 

Thursday 20 December at 7.4 S pm. 

Tie British Council presents ‘Christmas Around the World’ 
an animated fantasy of Father Christmas delivering presents 
to different countries, and ‘Friend or Foe’ an adventure 
atory. 

Thursday 20 December at 5.00 pm. 
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The ‘ artist of the snow’ 
shows her work to Amman 


By Ersllta Moreno 
Special to The Star 

Nelle Roche, whose exhibition 
of oil and watercolouring paint- 
ings is currently at the French 
Cultural Centre, paints just as 
she expresses herself, with pas- 
sion. 

“I raised my three children 
with passion. Now that they've 
grown, painting has become my 
passion, she says. 

Refusing the classical school 
and shying away from the totally 
abstract, Roche paints with a 
modern impresslonalist style 
that combines colour and 
movement as alive and sponta- 
neous as she is. 

This vivacious Swiss lady is 
now famous throughout France 
for her breathtaking interpreta- 
tions of countryside and coast of 
the Provence region. 

“I only paint them because 
they are what the people want," 
she explains. 

And it's no wonder that people 
are in love with them. Roche's 
brush itself seems to have been 
caught in the wind, swaying to 
and fro in "Danse des Oli- 
vleres." Her marine scene 
"Danse des Bateaux'* is rich In 
colour and grace characteristic 
of France’s coastal coves and 
bobbing anchored sailboats. 

The fortitude of ‘‘L’Ondle’’ 
comes to an end as the foamy 
wave starts to break on the rocky 
shore. 


These oil paintings are of 
places that Roche has seen. She 
says that whenever she would 
travel between her seaside and 
mountain studios she would stop 
Lhe car when she found an in- 
spiring scene and paint it as it 
was. Her persona) touch would 
be the light she added. 

Yet in actuality she doesn't en- 
joy painting these types of land- 
scapes. She prefers to paint the 
snowy mountainsides. 

"Someday I want to be the art- 
ist of snow. I love the snow. It's 
Lhe flower of winter," she says. 
For inspiration she goes out with 
her cross-country skits and 
painting gear and when a scene 
strikes her fancy she'll stop and 
capture it. 

Roche's "Le Village Dor- 
mant", "Riviere en Montagne" 
and "Neige au Printomps" are 
just a few examples of her ice- 
blue and white snowy marvels. 
The brisk movements of her 
brush lend a chilling effect while 
the mind recalls that they are si- 
milar to the cirus clouds from 
which the snow comes. 

She says that once she starts to 
paint she doesn't stop until the 
painting is completely finished. 
Generally it takes three hours to 
do so. Time is not important to 
her. Her philosophy is that noth- 
ing good is ever done quickly and 
when it conies to painting one 
should start and finish a piece in 
one sitting. French Cultural Cen- 


tre Director Jany Bourdais, who 
is also an artist disagrees with 
this belief lhai a painting should 
be completed in one sitting. He 
says he likes to take his time- 

When Nelle Roche was a 
young girl growing up In Geneva, 
she demonstrated a talent for 
painting. This talent lay dormant 
for decades as her father didn't 
approve of her studying Fine 
Arts. Finally. 10 years ago. 
when her last child left home, 
she had the opportunity to 
awaken her talent. 

She attended the School of 
Fine Arts in Vence, an old Ro- 
man town near Lyon, in order lo 
develop technique. Two years 
later, in 1976, she won the Me- 
dailie d'or Fernand Point. 
"That's when I decided I'd con- 
tinue on," she says. 

And continue on she has. This 
exhibition is her 40th in eight 
years, though she is now plan- 
ning to hold only two exhibitions 
annually in the future. But by no 
means is she going to paint less. 

"Painting is my definition of 
happiness," she exclaims. 

Nelle Roche is looking forward 
to worldwide recognition. Well 
Amman is a good start in the 
Middle East and her forthcoming 
exhibitions in Zurich and Geneva 
should help to further her Eu- 
ropean reputation. 
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Nour El Sherif, 
Egypt’ s prize star 
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Reem A.H. Vasin; 


NOUR EL SHERIF is one of 
the bright spots illuminating 
the Egyptian screen at the 
moment. Although he has al- 
ways been popular he is now 
gaining increasing respect — 
on lhe local, Arab and inter- 
national level. 

From among the many stars 
on the scene, director You- 
ssef Shah in chose Nour El 
Sherif to play his own charac- 
ter role in Shahin’s autobio- 
graphical film "Egyptian 
Story" — a film that won the 
Venice Festival Prize. 

Among the most recent ho- 
nours bestowed upon Nour El 
Sherif was to be one of the 
judges of the Carthage Film 
Festival (Les Jours Cinema 
Tographiques de Carthage) 


mmm 
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alongside many distingui- 
shed personalities, one of 
whom was Italian director Mi- 
chelangelo Antonioni. Just a 
month before that, Nour had 
won first prize as best actor 
for his role in his latest film, 
"The Last of the Decent 
Men." 

This film (which »s not yet 
on public release but is avail- 
able in Jordan on video-tape) 
is his own production. Nour 
himself is ‘the last of the 
decent men' in the film — an 
honest, conscientious school- 
master in a village school for 
children. He had deliberately 
abandoned the metropolis 
with its materialism, selfish- 
ness and indifference he dedi- 
cates himself totally to bis 
young pupils, having losi his 
own children in a tragic ac- 
cident. 

With most moving perfor- 
mance by its hero, the film 
provides a different * taste’ of 
viewing from the archetypal 
Arabic films, to the extent 
that there isn’t even a love 
story involved! 

Another film in which Nour 
El Sherif really excelled was 
"The Bus Driver” (a film 
shown recently on television 
and which had also been 
presented to the Amman au- 
dience by the Cine Club) . For 
his toI© as the bus driver Nour 
was awarded the best actor 
prize at the New Delhi Film 
Festival. 

The., film, however, which 
is one of the best recent Arab 
productions derives Us impor- 
tance from many other fac- 
tors In addition to Nour's 
performance. 

Both major and minor roles 
were magnificently portrayed. 


the script was written with 
care, realism and deep in- 
sight. the photography was 
outstanding and the music ex- 
tremely moving. It is an ex- 
pertly directed film ( by direc- 
tor Atef El Tayyeb) about 
contemporary Egyptian so- 
ciety, presenting different 
sectors, types and individuals 
and showing the development 
(both positive and negative) 
on all its levels: social, politi- 
cal, economic and emotional. 

But Nour El Sherif s 
concern does not stop at the 
problems of his own country. 

He feels committed to the ma- 
jor Arab problems as well, and 
acts on his beliefs. The film 
he is working on now is a ma- 
jor production on the Pales- 
tinian problem (a new version 
of "Hanna K" seen from the 
Arab point of view) directed 
by the Italian Carlo de Palma. 

Playing the role of lssa. a 
Palestinian being tortured in 
the prisons in his own home- 
land. Nour El Sherif and all 
those working on the film are 
hoping to reach as wide an au- 
dience as possible to express 
humanly and artistically the 
legal rights of a people who 
have lost its land. 

Through his art, Nour El 
Sherif expresses his beliefs — 
upholding right and exposing 
wrong on all levels, political, 
social, economic and human. 
He is true to his convictions 
and to his art. 

Because Nour holds his art 
in great esteem, he presents 
only the best. By presenting 
the best he shows respect for 
his audience. In return the 
audience add to their love and 
admiration, their own respect 
for a prize star. 
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sport 


IN HRjEF 


Balquan athletes 

THE BAX.QAJN countries me- 
dia had chosen for 1984 the 
Bulgarian chairiplon Ludmila 
Andonova as the best athlete 
in the Balqans while Roma- 
nian gymnast Katrina Shabo 
was selected second and Bul- 
garian weight lifter Naim Sll- 
manov to the third position. 

Winter Olympics 

THE ORGANIZERS of the 
1988 Winter Olympics signed 
a contract with the Canadian 
Olympic Federation to market 
the forthcoming tournament. 
Thirty companies compete for 
financing the tournament. 
The Canadian Olympic Federa- 
tion has ceded Its rights to 
market the tournament in exr 
cliangc of $30 million. 

Afro- Asian soccer 


THE AFRO- Aslan soccer com- 
mittee met In Singapore last 
week and decided the national 
teams of Egypt, the Cam- 
eroon, Nigeria and Algeria to 
represent in the Afro- Aslan 
tournament organised by Ku- 
wait In next November. 

Clay files suit 

MOHAMMAD AL1 Clay filed 
a suit against the US govern- 
ment and the International 
Boxing Federation to restore 
his title which was tftken from 
him for refusing military ser- 
vice during the Vietnam war. 
Clay Is claiming a compensa- 
tion of $50 milfloo and la de- 
manding the removal of any 
Incriminating record from his 
flic. 

Japanese Ikido 
team 


A JAPANESE Elcldo team will 
arrive in Jordan next Satur- 
day for one week In present 
demonstrations on Sunday at 
the Sports Palace and on Wed- 
nesday at the Yarmouk univ- 
ersity. This kind of sport 
denis with the skill of figh- 
ting. It Is a sort of popular 
wrestling. , 

One billion 
spectators 

THE SECRETARY General of 
FIFA expectB to have one bill- 
ion spectators to watch tho 
soccer finals In Mexico during 
1986. 

McEnroe* s record 

MCENROE BROKE the points 
record In the grand .prlx tennis 
tournament during ‘this year. 
He took part tn eleven tour- 
naments winning 9 of them 
and accumulating 3399 

Mlnjtsjyltt 1 ..3JL 

Jimmy Connors. McEnroe lost 
twice — to Lendl and Yljay 
AmrUraJ.; ; ; v 

Pest .African . . 
athlete 

THE MOROCCAN Olympian, 
Nawal al-Mutawakkll, the 
winner of the gold medal in 
the 400 -metre hurdles In Log 
Angeles, ranked first in a pu- 
blic opinion poll in AfrJcB for 
1984. Awtta also from Mo- 
rocco came second add Bako 
from Ivory Coast came third. 


Jordanian soccer Everton leads 
enters 16 th week c - ,^ ri ™ ^ 



A brilliant save by Nasr’s goalkeeper during a match between his 
team and Ain Karem yesterday. 


AMMAN < Star) — The Jordanian 
y soccer will enter its 16th week 

* next Saturday. The remaining 
t matches of the last week will be 

• played today and tomorrow. In 
today's matches. Wihdat will 
meet Al-Arabi in Amman, while 
al- Hussein takes on Balqa In Ir- 
bid. On Friday. Faisall will play 
against Jazlra and, Ramtha will 
meet al-Ahli in Amman at the 
Amman stadium. 


Next week's matches are: Sa- 
turday - Qoqazi Vs al-Nasr in 
Zarqai Amman Vs al-Arabl in 
Amman; Sunday - Jazira Vs 
Balqa In Amman; Monday - 
Ramtha Vs Ain Karem In Am- 
man. The last of the week's 
games will take place on Tuesday 
between al-Hussein and al-Ahli 
in Irbld. and Wihdat and Faisali 
in Amman. 


AMMAN (Star) — Everton still 
leads in the English soccer, 
which enters its 20th week, with 
37 points. Nottingham Hotspur 
is on the chase for first place 
with 36 points following its vic- 
tory over Watford (2-1). Arse- 
nal and Manchester United are 
in the third position with 35 
points each. The fixtures for Sa- 
turday are as follows-. 

Arsenal Vs Watford 
Aston Villa Vs Newcastle 
Everton Vs Chelsea 
Manchester United Vs Everton 
Norwich Vs Tottenham 
Queens Park Vs Liverpool 
Sheffield Wed. Vs Stoke 
Sunderland Vs Nottingham For- 
est 

Westham Vs Southampton 
On Sunday Leicester city takes 
on Coventry. 


Gymnastics 


The Jordanian federation has 
agreed to take part In the 
Gymnastics meet being orga- 
nised by the Iraqi Gymnastics 
Federation next April, on the 
birth anniversary of President 
Saddam Hussein. 


Cyclists on charity mission 
take a breather in Amman 


By G. K. Nalr 
Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Nine British cycl- 
ists. not on Bn around- the -world 
trip to set a world record, but on 
a noble mission, arrived In Am- 
man last week. The nine mem- 
bers who are various professio- 
nals and students are on a char- 
ity mission under the auspices of 
a charily organisation, Oxfam 
based in England for extending 
help to the Third World coun- 
tries. 

They have covered 6.000 ki- 
lometres through Europe and Sy- 
ria to Amman and will have to 
complete another 6,000 to reach 
their destination 'Pachod'. a ru- 
ral village 100 kilometres east of 
Bombay in India. 

These adventurists started off 
from England on 1 6 August 
1984 with 1 3 members, but 4 of 
them broke off en route. 
One is expected to Join them at 
Karachi. They said the members 
of the team did not know each 
other until they met at a camp 
set up for the trekkers by the 
sponsoring organisation a month 
before their departure- from 
England. in an interview 
with The Star, They were 
grouped together through adver- 
tisements in Cycling magazines 
etc. The cyclists consider It a 
wonderfuj experience to travel 
on bicycle - In,, different weather 
conditions - and? terrains.; Apart 
from their aim. to set up health 
• centres •4n4h«*L-unaLvlll&g&itv In- 
dia, they intend to learn about 



Jan Thompson (left) and Chrlssle Mills: Fabulous experience 


.the people, their culture and cus-" 
tjihvand the natural beauty of the 
countries. The group chose to 


take different routes visiting 
* various countries In Europe be- 
fore they all joined In Istanbul. 

The trekkers carry tents and 
equipment to sat up camps on ■ 
their way where they don’t find 
hotel accommodation. While in 
Amman they Intend to visit Pe- 
tra. Je rash and Dead Sea beforethey 
leave for Aqaba on their way to 
Egypt where from they plan to 


sit the Pakistani families of 
the children they teach in Eng- 
land. From Pakistan the cyclists 
will enter India and pedal down 
to their ultimate destination, Pa- 
chod via Bombay. 

The elective' of their trekking 
is to reach the village where they 
would expand (he existing health 
facilities whereby the rural, 
women could be educated about, 
the causes of Infant ''mortality 
and other health problems that 
affect the rural Womfcn. The es- 
timated; .cost’ or (he project 
£30,01)0 is befog raised back, in 
.England .by.ihaln-Xdands -by ,way 
of contributing £2 per day. They- 
hope, by. thd .rq&eh/Pg- 

■ c hod, t h^anfaujit^vl If also rehoh 
the target. 

About choosing ibis .mode of 
transport. Jan Thompson said 
that “this is the only means of 
transport by which you can smell 
and breath Ihe real air of the 
places" She, being a teacher, 
would like to see . the places of 
historical importance, so that 
she could enrich her geographi- 
cal knowledge to teach her pupils 
back home. While Chrissie 


b'un And Fitness 


self as soon as she got informa- 
tion. Mills plans lo visit various 
hospitals in India where training 
In occupational ' therapy is im- 
parted to know more about the 
methods adopted there. ‘ 

Jan Thompson when she saw 
the advertisement immediately 
wanted to resign and join the 
group. However, according :to 
her, the .school authorities per- 
mitted her 1 to take .vacation for 
{the period.foET.taJUng .ui> the . ad- 
.-venturous and noble mission In- 
stead of resigning. 
i . V \ 

y They .all have praise for -Uie 
: tremendous hospitality extended 
* to them by Jlordanians during 
their trekking from Syria to Am- 
» man, especially when they wore 
caught in the rains. 

The members of the team are 
Chrissie mills ( 29) . occupational 
therapist; Jan Thompson (31), 
Christine Brown (31) both tea- 
chers; David Hall (27). Graphic 
Designer; Christopher Relish 
(24). Linguists Bruce Wilson 
(36). Accupuncturlst; Amanda 
Har(20). Richard Granger (19) 


they hope to cross to Karachi considers this trip as 1 an “excel- students, 
aboard a ship. After reaching Pa- lent experience in one's life" They left last Monday for 
Kistan. they have plans to vl- and hence she volunteered her- Aqaba on their way to Cairo 


Fitness 

machine 

with 

computer 

technology 

FROM ITS Biomechanical 
possibilities. the “Ariel 

4000“ exercise system repre- 
sents the application of a high 
speed computer and the so- 
phistication of “on-line- 
motion" analysis. 

The computer system 

makes it possible to obtain ve- 
locities. accelerations, forces 
and work for the movement 
of many complex muscle pat- 
terns and their contributing 
external forces. 

By determination of the for- 
ces produced during a muscle 
action and the speed at which 
those forces occur, the com- 
plexity of a movement pattern 
may be broken into its basic 
parts. 

Once broken into the basic 
components a movement may 
be analyzed and modified to 
match a more blomechani- 
cally sound method of condi- 
tioning. 

The basic device consists of 
two stations. One is for leg 
flexion and extension, which 
can also double for the same 
ranges with other leg or arm 
movements. A second device 
will allow for large muscle 
groups normally used in such 
activities as bench presses or 
squats to be evaluated and 
worked. 

Measurement of resislance, 
velocity, work and fatigue 
provide instant feedback of 
the characteristics of flny 
movement, while al the same 
time allowing for changes in 
the exercise programme to be 
improved. By using a feedbac- 
k loop, the computerized ma- , 
chine has the ability to adjust 
the external variables of a 
given exercise pattern to 1 
match the programme most 
effective to the subject. 

In the past, the major com- 
plaint or isokinetic training 
machines has been that they 
are very limited In terms ol 
range of motion and other dy- 
namic capabilities. The Nauti- 
lus and Hydra-Fitness ma- 
chines do possess dynamic 
movement capabilities, but »n 
a very limited range ol 
movement patterns. The 
other alternative Is tree 
weights, but these are con- . 
trolled by the inherent lunlia- 
tions due to gravity. What has 
been needed In the 1 past to 
^evaluate . complex movement 
atterns has- been a compina- ; 


■u u i f P,™ 


union to fjee 

The “Ariel 4000“ seems 
■ fb.Sbe the electric fusion aij 
bio- feedback. lUncss^lrengtn 
machines and' borttputerfech- 
nology. Its application »n 
habilitatiori and-pbysiC«l ***** 
apy are 'enhanced .by. the ex- 
tensive amount of data pr°‘ 
duced. 

The application of such a 
device in research could mean 
that treatment effects can « 
closely observed in paramet- 
ers once only possible tbrougn 
devislve methods with ques- 
tionable validity. 

(US Sports AcadetW’ 1 
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North 
A 10 3 

oAKinuftSa 
A J 96 2 

Wfsl East 

4KJ762 *Q83 

;•> 10 Ofi 3 3 

0 Q A 

lltS A Q 10 8 

•' South 

4 A5 4 
0 A K J 7 A 

o 7 a 

4>AK7 

Dealer South: N-S vulnerable 

The Australian Bridge Lea- 
gue paid the expenses of (wo 
toung players to lake part in 
in American Championship 
m Hawaii. Geography not be- 
ing my strong point. I don't 
know liow much this would 


■I ■ *.H» 

[■ ■ Bill 
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TARGET 

The 

Word Game 


HOW MANY words of lour 
f Jl r, . or wore cun you inukc 
ft he letters shown here? 
faking a word, each letter 
y be used once only. 


have o. si. Inn I cuiinm easily 
mi.itiiiiL- a similar vcimiic In- 
»nir own lit idee league. 

I In* Ail:, [i, 1 1 mu paii held i|ie 
I asi- West caids on (he ileal 
nlni\e l lie bidding went: 

Sontl* North “ K« t 

it & N o 

WT !};, Jg ff; 

West's One Spade overcall 
looks nil her poverty-stricken. 
Non h ik lublcd been use . up- 
pur cully. lwo Diamonds 

would no( have been forcing. 
Some players like lo use these 
negative doubles all (he lime. 
Aside from that reflection, 
why on earth should North 
ohjeei lo a non- forcing bid? 

West led a spade and South 
won the third round. A low 
diamond was led and West in- 
serted the jack, a standard 
play in this kind of situation. 
Declarer could not afford to 
duck, so lie won in dummy, 
returned lo hand with a club, 
and led another diamond 
When West played low. South 
inserted the 10 from dummy 
und ended up three down. 
West might have heldQJ >. in 
diamonds.it is true. 


CM 1 A BLANCA V Alekhine. 
2 ‘i 111 match game 1027. 
Black ( to move) can draw by 
B— Q3 or B-KIJ. Alekhine, 
who won (he match und with 
it the world title, decided (hat 
a simpler idea was 1... K— 
Kt4. planning I*— KB4 to ex- 
change another pair of 
pawns. Can you find what the 
champion- to- he overlooked? 


Each word must contain the 
large letter, and there must be 
al least one nine- letter word 
in the list. No plurals: no 
foreign words; no proper 
names. TODAY’S TARGET; 
20 words, good; 25 words, 
very good; 30 words, excel- 
lent. 



MYSOUmOK 




Cotuld e red . 36, JkUl-8T, IncIlW* ». 40 * 

PrrotSffle! 3, aptru J, Oprrsd*, 4. ,{• 


Chess 

p. * k p7h- 5 « ! 

- B-^5 but 
ch White 
'vith two extra 



Target 

Atom farm foam form for- 
mant format from manor 
mart mason mast matron 
moan moat morn morra mort 
mortar most norm ramson 
rsnsom roam smart soma 
storm stroma tram TRANS- 
FORM transom. 




e nters m m em 

■>&. JnsT: i s ■ -:*.i : ,? s ■■ . ■ : . 


l 1 sv the same diagram fm cither the Cr. 

tic or the Easy puzzle. 
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CRYPTIC PUZZLE 

A0R0SI 

9 The boy came back with a 
sprain from somewhere In 
Ireland (81 

to A quiet plane lt‘» not ;S) 

11 About ft Quarter recover truly 

H hatching n mutch, iron awear 

13 Cotter's arranging the demon- 

14 Nol 11 i^rturbed when people 

16^d U offi n SW 4 Aiou B h by 

17 SHfired* the^bad need lor 
a table in It [8) 

18 The batsman la out \ (7), 

ig There'a ftD O. my rrlend. in 
*' atone 11 (4) 

21 In giving one the poems lo 
edit" take advantage of one 

24 fiauring that one's thoughts 

” wUl no longer be negative? 

27 Vhe dog 1 you put your .money 
on, "Dopey." comoe IJ-.rc-urn 

91 ^yit this pleoe' do t (*> tth . 
II Ma am, taken in ogam 


42 Seem.deprflaaed when you tin' 
Bcornful of (4, 4) 

DOWN 

1 Too mati to be able to con- 
centrate 7 (10) 

2 Present to the man anew (4) 

8 With which you regard some- 

thing you nnd unpalatable f 

chief culprit when it 
comes to checking perfuua 
torlly (7) 

6 What you smilingly naked tn# 
draper for? (til 

B Be friendly with the chap* 
In the monastery 7 (10) 

7 Wrap ,u# the land I jfl) 

8 utlpa In the garden (B) 

10 Have everybody come round 
to the Island |6l 

18 This Incarcerated woman i y 


light-fingered (Tl 

20 rnEntto notMng to the quan- 
tity the horse gets I (1) 

22 Working up, quietly, to d 
revolution (7) 

23 Instrument by which moron* 
La measured? (8-6) 

98 Mny obanee the platen around 

26 elopes who go Where all 
the other dopes are? (G. B) 


22 Working up, 
revolution (71 


21 Xs he going off every morning 
about Impending disaster? (Bj 
II Bending out to the English 


embi 
32 Qive 


the plan' 
84 The foot 


>* fellow 'money sot 

has an animal, .ram 
Aknkid be A.Mndl' («) 


‘£1% 


fla&adlround 

:S«rr 


drinking like » 
i^ the muit to 


.go insw* ;ei 


KiWBr 

| Orchea^f^lrfc; (8) 


10 Autamoblls (3) 

11 PsArsome person (Oi 
t2 Angle (01 

13 Signalling device i7i 

14 Otflf meat |41 
Ifi Specific (101 

17 Cheats iSi 

18 Wander off the polite 
(7) 

IB Caledonian (4) 

21 Lubricant (6) 

24 word-puazie deviser 

27 Telegrams iflt 
20 Toboggan (4l 
30 Abase (7) 

33 Odd (8; 

35 Thought over (lb) 

36 Mine entrance (4> 

37 Slope 171 

38 Reveal (Bi 

40 Hospital doctor Wi 

41 Female slieep 13) 

42 Young bird 

DOWN 

1 insane ftTe-mieer (Uh 

2 Revolve (41 

3 Puts right (8 1 

4 perousalon 
instruments 17) 

k Buggeatlon for 
consideration (111 
0 Beginning (8. 31. 

7 Demonstrated (fl) 

8 Organisers (Bl 

ID Applaud vocally. (5i 
IB Commotion lli 
20 Sponge (Bi 

Doubts <101 . 
Remedying (JLOi 
Correcting (Si 
l8 ' 
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